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MESSAGE

According to sacred scriptures, such as Skanda Purana and Brahma Purana, composed by
Maharshi Vedavyasa, Lord Jagannatha (Shree Chaturdha Daru Vigrahas) is the Supreme Lord
referred to in our scriptures as Shree Purushottama, Paramatma, Parameshwara and Parama
Brahman. He is the Avatari from whom manifest the Divine Incarnations (Avatars) in the
various Yugas. He is the One Lord who is worshipped in innumerable names and forms by
humanity in diferent parts of the world - "Ekam 5Sat Vipra Bahudha Vadanti" (Truth - the
Supreme Lord -- is One, the wise refer to it - the Supreme Lord -- by various names).

In the Satya-yuga of the second Manvantara, when Lord Jagannatha was installed by Lord
Brahma in the Adi-Jagannatha Temple built by Maharaja Indradyumna, the Lord Himself
commanded Maharaja Indradyumna to perform the nine-day (navadinatmaka) Ratha-yatra
commencing on most auspicious Ashadha Shukla-paksha Dvitiya Tithi because He along with
Lord Balabhadra, DeviSubhadra and Chakraraj Sudarshana desired to spend seven days at
Their most sacred "Birth-place” - Shree Gundicha-mundupum.

It is a well-established tradition of Sanatana Vaidika Dharma that the Presiding Deities in the
Temple are never taken out of the Sanctum-sanctorum on festive occasions and that it is their
Utsava Vigrahas-Chalanti Pratimas (Representative Deities) who are taken out of the Temple
in festive processions during the year. However, creating an exception to this ancient tradition,
Lord Jagannatha Himself desired to come out of His Temple in this magnificent procession of
Ratha-yatra so that all Beings not only on our planet Earth but in the entire Universe may be
blessed by His Divine Darshan. Since Lord Jagannatha, as his very name indicates, is the "Lord
of the Universe", He offers an opportunity to all Beings to directly have his Darshan on this
sacred occasion. This Great Festival therefore witnesses a confluence of countless devotees
belonging to diverse sects, religions and nationalities joyously participating in this Divine
Journey of the Supreme Lord and seeking His Divine Grace.

It is a matter of immense pleasure that Shree Jagannatha Society, Japan, with the active
participation of local communities will be celebrating Shree Jagannatha Ratha-yatra this year

in Tokyo on 16th July, in Kasugai City on 19th July, in Shimotsuma City on 20th July and in Bando
City on 24th July. | convey my warm felicitations to all devotees of Shree Jagannatha Society,
Japan, for organizing these Great Festivals of the Lord. May the Lord shower his Grace upon

one and all.

Loka Samasta Sukhine Bhavantu
Om Shanti Shanti Shantihi

==

(Gajapati Dibyasingha)

Shree Nahara, Shree Jagannatha Puri-752001, Tel: +81-6752-222829
Dl’{ga Dhawm, 26 Sahid Nagar. Bhubaneswar- 151001



MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI
CHIEF MINISTER, ODISHA

LOKASEVA BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR

MESSAGE

1 am glad to know that Shree Jagannath Society Japan is
celebrating the Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra across Tokyo, Kasugai
City, Shimotsuma, and Bando in Japan and bringing out a souvenir
in commemoration.

Lord Jagannath is the ultimate symbol of universal brotherhood,
compassion, and equality. The Rath Yatra is a beautiful celebration of
spiritual unity that brings people together, regardless of nationality,
language, or background. It is heartening to see the Odia community,
the wider Indian diaspora, and our Japanese friends come together in
Japan to keep Odisha’s rich cultural and spiritual heritage alive.
Initiatives like this play a significant role in strengthening the historic
bonds of friendship and cultural harmony between India and Japan.

[ extend my warm greetings to the members of the Shree
Jagannath Society Japan, the devotees, and all Odia friends in Japan
on this holy occasion and wish the event all success.

Ll

(Mohan Charan Majhi)

Phone : | Office : 0674-2531100, 2531500, 2535100 (Fax)
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MESSAGE

| am happy to note that the festival of Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra will be
celebrated in multiple cities in Japan this year, including Kasugai (Aichi), Ibaraki and
Shimotsuma. The celebration of this revered festival in different parts of Japan reflects
the deepening cultural bonds and vibrant friendship between India and Japan.

Originating from the state of Odisha in India, the Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra is
one of the world's oldest and most revered festivals and is celebrated globally as the
“Festival of Chariots.” Its universal message of peace, compassion, inclusiveness, and
service resonates deeply with Japan’s rich cultural heritage, particularly the tradition of
Omikoshi Matsuri, where communities come together in devotion, harmony, and
collective celebration.

It is heartening to see the Shree Jagannath Society, which unites members of the
Indian diaspora and friends from the Japanese community, preserving and promoting
this cherished tradition in Japan. Long may such celebrations serve as bridges between
our two countries, fostering greater mutual understanding, cultural appreciation, and
enduring people-to-people connections.
May Lord Jagannath bless us all with good health, peace and prosperity.
(Nagma Mohamed Mallick)

Tokyo
June 18, 2026

Tel : +81-3-3265-5036; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301; E-mail: amb.tokyo@mea.gov.in
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SURAMA PADHY
SPEAKER
ODISHA LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

[ Office : (0674) 2536904
| House Chamber : (0674) 2536655

Mobile No. : 9937372328
E-mail : suramapadhyspeaker@gmail.com
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MESSAGE

On the auspicious occasion of the Annual Rath Yatra in Japan, I
extend my warmest greetings and heartfelt felicitations to all devotees, the
vibrant Indian Diaspora, and our Japanese friends.

The celebration of Lord Jagannath’s chariot festival on Japanese soil
is a beautiful testament to the power of cultural exchange, universal
brotherhood, and spiritual harmony. Through the dedicated efforts of Shree
Jagannath Society Japan having Odia, Indian and Japanese communities
together, this festival has grown into a cherished tradition that brings
communities together.

The teachings of Lord Jagannath, centered on inclusivity,
compassion, and unity, resonate deeply in today's world. As the colorful
chariots roll through the streets of Japan, this event not only preserves our
rich heritage on foreign soil but also strengthens the enduring bonds of
friendship and mutual respect between India and Japan.

May the divine blessings of Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and
Devi Subhadra bring peace, joy, prosperity, and good health to one and all.

Jai Jagannath!. .

(Surama Padhy)

Odisha Legislative Assembly, Sachivalaya Marg, Unit-V, Bhubaneswar - 751 001
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Message

It gives me immense pleasure to extend my warm greetings and
best wishes to the Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Committee, Central
of Japan, on the auspicious occasion of the Shree Jagannatha Ratha
Yatra 2026 at Kasugai City. This sacred festival embodies devotion,
unity, and the timeless spiritual heritage of Lord Jagannatha.

The successful organization of the Ratha Yatra in Japan reflects
the deep cultural bond between India and Japan, fostering harmony
and mutual respect among communities. Such efforts play a
significant role in spreading the universal values of peace,
compassion, and brotherhood across borders.

| sincerely congratulate the organizers and volunteers for their
dedication and commitment. May Lord Jagannatha bless this holy
endeavour with grand success and continue to guide humanity on the
path of righteousness and goodwill.

> P i,
%‘\Jb-uw-f HentSnns
(Prithiviraj Harichandan)



ICI THE INDIAN COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN

I am delighted to see the Indian community in Japan coming together under the banner of the Shree
Jagannath Society Japan to preserve and promote the rich spiritual and cultural heritage of Lord Jagannath
across Japan.

It is truly heartening to witness the remarkable growth of Shree Jagannath Rathayatra, which this year will
be celebrated across four locations in Japan. The celebrations at the Embassy of India, Tokyo, Kasugai
(Aichi), Shree Ram Mandir Sodo (Shimotsuma, Ibaraki), and Shri Ram Mandir Bando (Ibaraki) reflect
the growing enthusiasm and devotion of our community while strengthening the enduring cultural bonds
between India and Japan.

The continued celebration of Rathayatra at the Embassy of India, Tokyo, together with its expansion to
multiple cities across Japan, is a matter of immense pride for the Indian community. [t is a wonderful
testament to the universal appeal of Lord Jagannath’s message of equality, compassion, and unity.

The celebration of Rathayatra in Japan has become a meaningful platform that brings together people of
diverse cultures and backgrounds in a spirit of devotion, harmony, and mutual respect. Such initiatives not
only preserve our rich traditions but also foster deeper friendship and understanding between the people
of India and Japan.

I congratulate the Shree Jagannath Society Japan and all the volunteers whose dedication and selfless
service have made this inspiring journey possible. May Lord Jagannath continue to bless the organizers,
devotees, and all participants with peace, happiness, and prosperity.

Jai Jagannath!
(Ja; S Chandrani)
President
Indian Commerce and Industry
Association, Japan (ICLJ)
Tokyo July 4, 2026

Yamaman Bldg. B-1F, 6-1 Nihonbashi Koami-Cho, Chuo-Ku, Tokyo 103-0014
{, 03-3249-1080 03-5614-0971 @ WWW.icij.site [0 info@icij site
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SRI SATHYA SAI CENTRAL TRUST

PRASANTHI NILAYAM
PUTTAPARTHI, SRI SATHYA SAI DISTRICT
ANDHRA PRADESH - 515 134, INDIA
Phone; +91-8555-289799, 289703, 287390

MESSAGE

28" June 2026

I extend warm greetings and best wishes on the joyous occasion of the 4™ Shree
Jagannath Ratha Yatra Festival of Central Japan in Kasugai City / Greater Nagoya in
Aichi Prefecture of Japan to be held on 19" July 2026.

Today, humanity is confronted with the triple planetary crises of climate change,
biodiversity loss, and growing pollution and waste. While these challenges are rightly
addressed through science, technology, sound policies, and international cooperation,
they also call for a deeper ethical foundation. Bhagawan Sri Sathya Sai Baba
reminded us that lasting change begins with the transformation of the individual.
When our thoughts are pure, our actions become rightcous, and our relationship with
Nature becomes one of reverence rather than exploitation. Inner transformation,
founded on human values, naturally leads to responsible stewardship of the Earth.

Bhagawan Baba's universal message of Love and Service offers timeless guidance for
humanity. Festivals such as the Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra inspire us to cultivate
the five human values; Sathya (Truth), Dharma (Righteousness), Shanthi (Peace),
Prema (Love), and Ahimsa (Non-violence), while strengthening bonds of friendship,
mutual respect, and cultural harmony. They remind us that the Divine resides in all
beings and that caring for creation is an expression of our love for God.

The divine journey of Lord Jagannatha symbolises the spiritual journey of every
individual towards self-realisation. As the Lord comes out to bless all without
distinction, may we also transcend barriers of caste, creed, nationality, and religion,
working together for the welfare of society and the protection of our shared planet.

May Lord Jagannatha shower His divine grace upon all and bless the world with
peace, harmony, righteousness, and prosperity.

With prayers and best wishes.

R J Rathnakar
Managing Trustee

11




Message from Ram Mandir Bando
Jai Shri Ram

With the divine blessings of Bhagwan Shri Ram and the grace of all the revered deities enshrined in ourtemple,
Ram Mandir Bando continues to flourish as a vibrant center of faith, culture, and spiritualharmony for devotees
across Japan.

Since its inception, Ram Mandir Bando has remained dedicated to preserving and promoting the richtraditions of
Sanatan Dharma while providing a sacred space for worship, prayer, spiritual learning, andcommunity service.
Through the unwavering devotion of our volunteers, generous donors, and devoteddevotees, the temple has
achieved several significant milestones that have strengthened our spiritualfoundation and expanded our service to
the community.

Our temple is blessed with the divine presence of Bhagwan Shri Ram, Mata Sita, Lakshman Ji, Hanumanli, Maa
Durga, Bhagwan Shiva, Radha-Krishna, Bhagwan Ganesha, and Lord Jagannath. Their divineblessings continue to
guide, inspire, and uplift devotees in their spiritual journey.

One of the most remarkable achievements in our recent journey has been the successful establishmentof the Nav
Grah Mandap. This sacred space has become an important center of worship wheredevotees seek the blessings of
the nine celestial deities for peace, prosperity, good health, success, andspiritual well-being. The everwhelming
participation and devotion of the community have made the NavGrah Mandap a cherished part of our temple.

Building upon this foundation, we are delighted to announce the upcoming installation of the GayatriMandap in
September. Dedicated to Maa Gayatri, the embodiment of divine wisdom, knowledge, andspiritual enlightenment,
this sacred addition will further enrich the spiritual atmesphere of Ram MandirBando. The Gayatri Mandap will

serve as a center for Gayatri Mantra chanting, meditation, spiritualeducation, and prayer, inspiring devotees of all

ages to deepen their connection with the divine.

These accomplishments are a testament to the collective faith, dedication, and generosity of ourcommunity. Every
contribution—whether through donations, seva, participation, or prayers —hasplayed a vital role in transforming
these sacred visions into reality.

On behalf of Ram Mandir Bando, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all devotees, sponsors,volunteers, and

supporters whose unwavering commitment has made this journey possible. Yourcontinued encouragement and
devotion motivate us to serve with greater enthusiasm and dedication.

As we prepare for the auspicious installation of the Gayatri Mandap this September, we warmly invite alldevotees,
families, and well-wishers to join us in this historic and spiritually uplifting occasion andreceive the divine blessings
of Maa Gayatri.

May Bhagwan Shri Ram, Maa Gayatri, Bhagwan Ganesha, Lord Jagannath, Hanuman Ji, and the NayGrah bless all

with health, happiness, prosperity, wisdom, peace, and spiritual progress.
"One Mandir, Many Hearts — United in Devotion"

Ram Mandir Bando, Japan

Shri Ram Mandir Trust Japan
0 54-2 Sugoya, Bando, Ibaraki
306~0505, Japon

o +81 028=-0236=036
wwwishrirammandifapancom
O nfo@shrirammandifopancom O o

12



)\ Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Committee

Central of Japan, Kasugai

1-2-1, Iwanaridai, Kasugai Shi, Aichi Ken, Japan - 487-0033
Email: kasugairathayatra@gmail.com, Ph: +81 7041464432/ +91 7847931700

Choudhury Rudra Charan Mohanty, Chisato Miura,
Member of Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra Festival Organizing Chairman of Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra Festival
Committee in Kasugai, Aichi, Japan. Organizing Committee in Kasugai, Aichi, Japan.

& Head of TRIDHARA (Japan Chapter)

Message

It gives us immense pleasure and profound gratitude to welcome you to the fourth edition of the Shree Jagannatha
Yatra Souvenir Magazine, published on the auspicious occasion of the 4th Shree Jagannath Ratha Yatra of Central
Japan in Kasugai City of Aichi Prefecture.

What began as a humble devotional aspiration in 2023 has today blossomed into a vibrant annual spiritual and
cultural celebration that brings together people from diverse backgrounds under the loving shelter of Lord
Jagannath, the Lord of the Universe. As we celebrate the fourth consecutive Ratha Yatra in Central Japan, we fondly
reflect on an extraordinary journey of faith, dedication, friendship, and collective service.

The success and growth of the Ratha Yatra in Central Japan have been made possible by the unwavering support,
goodwill, and active participation of both the Indian and Japanese communities. Beyond cultural and linguistic
differences, a strong bond of mutual respect, trust, and friendship has united us to celebrate the Ratha Yatra.

Over the past four years, we have witnessed how the sacred Ratha Yatra festival of Central Japan has become a
beautiful bridge between India and Japan, connecting hearts and fostering deeper people-to-people ties. The
enthusiasm of volunteers, devotees, local residents, community leaders, senior citizens, and well-wishers has
transformed this festival into a symbol of friendship and cooperation between our two great cultures.

The spiritual journey from the First Ratha Yatra to the Second, Third, and now the Fourth Ratha Yatra has been a
journey of continuous inspiration and growth. With each passing year, the festival has attracted greater
participation, deeper devotion, and broader community engagement. More importantly, it has strengthened our
conviction that the teachings of Lord Jagannath transcend all boundaries and resonate with the universal
aspirations of humanity, inclusiveness, equality, universal brotherhood, peace, and cultural harmony. These

13



/2 Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Committee

Central of Japan, Kasugai

1-2-1, Iwanaridai, Kasugai Shi, Aichi Ken, Japan - 487-0033
Email: kasugairathayatra@gmail.com, Ph: +81 7041464432/ +91 7847931700

timeless ideals are especially relevant in today's world, where understanding, compassion, and solidarity are
needed more than ever.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee, we extend our heartfelt gratitude to all devotees, volunteers, sponsors,
supporters, government authorities, community organizations, and friends from India, Japan, Nepal and beyond
whose generosity and commitment have made this sacred endeavor possible.

May Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadra shower Their divine blessings upon all and guide us
towards a future filled with peace, prosperity, harmony, and spiritual enlightenment.

Jay Jagannath!

Organizing Committee of Shree Jagannath Ratha Yatra of Central Japan, Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan

14
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5 Society Japan

It is immensely satisfying to witness the Indian community coming together in Japan for a spiritual
journey; where Shree Jagannath Society(SJS) Japan is thriving to celebrate our ancient Vedic
cultures in developing spiritual consciousness and fostering a cooperative society together with
Japanese people by participating in cross culture and welfare activities.

Our aim is to achieve universal peace, prosperity and brotherhood through deep insights to Shree
Jagannath Sanskriti. We would like to strengthen people-to-people bond, friendship and promote
cultural exchange between Indian & Japanese community by organizing annual Shree Jagannath
Rath Yatra Festivals in different Prefectures of Japan with participation and ownership of Japanese
& Indian community together.

We are delighted that this year the celebrations have expanded to four locations across Japan. The
two sister Rathayatras in Kasugai City (Aichi) on 19 July 2026 and Bando City (Ibaraki) on 26 July
2026 will mark their fourth consecutive year. We are also honored to celebrate the second
consecutive Rathayatra at the Embassy of India, Tokyo (Vivekananda Culture Centre) on 16 July
2026 and to commence the first Rathayatra at Shree Ram Mandir, Sodo, Shimotsuma City (Ibaraki)
on 20 July 2026. This reflects the increasing devotion and enthusiasm of the community while
strengthening the cultural bonds between India and Japan.

We further look to (a) Promote scholarly exchange of knowledge and research on Indian
philosophy and Shree Jagannath Sanskriti; (b) Provide guidance to Japanese scholars who are
interested to learn Indian culture, including classical and devotional dances like Odishi,
Bharatnatyam, Kathak etc

We express our heartfelt gratitude to the Embassy of India, Tokyo, the Kasugai Rathayatra
Organizing Committee, Shri Ram Mandir, Bando, and Shree Ram Mandir, Sodo for their continued

encouragement and support in spreading the unique culture of Lord Jagannath across Japan.

JaiJagannath!
Gyanindra Mishra

www.shreejagannathsocietyjapan.com
facebook.com/groups/shreejagannathsociety.japan
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Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra
at Kasugai City, Aichi




Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra
at Kasugai City, Aichi
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Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra
¥ at Shri Ram Mandir , Bando City, Ibaraki
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Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra
at Shri Ram Mandir , Bando City, Ibaraki
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_. @ . o Kidsin Tokyo bring
e etk kA B nature alive on Caﬂvas

AGM 2026 (22nd Mar) Arunika.Mohapatra

@timesofindia.com
SPECIAL SESSION : Bhubaneswar: Around 58
“One Earth, One Humanity” schoolchildren took part in
|

a nature-themed painting
competition organised by
Shree Jagannath SocietyJa-
pan (SJSJ) at Little India,
Consular Minister, Nishikasai, in Tokyo on Sa-
Embassy of Indiain Japan turday, a day after World En-
{Tokyo) vironment Day on.Junef. i
The paintings will be Children display thﬁ!rr paintings
niblished in SJS.0's annual  at the event

Mr Dhiraj Mukhia _Imuu-nir: ‘Shree Jagannath
(Guest of Honor) Yaira’, to be unveiled at the  member of SJ%0, “The com-
Rath Yatras in the Indian  petition is meant to inspire
embassy, Tokyo, Central Ja-  children and families to-
pan Kasugai City and Shree  wards creativily, environ-
Ram Mandir, later this year:  mental awareness, cultural
The organisers based the to harmony and together

ness,"” he added.
The 58 participants were

Mr Eshwar Chugani i
uga or Ehallja Sharma. MrJagmohan SChandrani o o oL oe Dash

President, Director, UN SIAP{United Vi P ot from Global Indian Interna-
Sant Nirankari Mandal pations Statistical institute Hirgshima Kolusal Gakuin tional School, Global Wisdom
| Japan for Asia and the Pacific (SIAPI) Univeriity - 1 :

International School and To-
kyo International Public
pic on this year’s World En-  School, besides many Indian
vironment Day themeof ‘In-  and Japanese children.

spired by Nature, For Clima- Muskan Dhandia (13), a
\k te, For Our Future' Class IX student, painted
Cambarudhar Pati : “Through this effort, we Mother Earth holding a glo-
k}{ s ke vy Mr Rohan Agarwal ':L::‘m{z‘my mm:?mw brought together Lord Ja-  beto portray how nature ta
20 Secretary m;.wnéﬂﬂfksam Japan SatsangJapan /i gannath, whois worshipped  kes care of us. Similarly,
Lﬁwum Japan ,_E] in the sacred wooden form  Akshita Mishra portrayed
{._.:—:""‘TJ i ———— N 7 and is closely connected allelementsofl nature. From
P sl with nature, Japanesetradi-  Brahmakumaris, Hitomi
tion of revering nature and  Asaoka and Evel l\ n Sasamo-
the world community for io,spokeabouttherelations-
World Environment Day”™  hip between nature and hu-

said Gyanindra Mishra, a man beings.

- - P
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Indians, Japanese come together for fest

Arunika.Mohapatra
@timesofindia.com

Bhubaneswar: Rath Yatra
turned into a platfor m ol bi-
lateral bonhomie in Japan,
with Japanese playing a key
role in the preparations and
execution of the festival.

At Kasugai in Aichi pre-
fecture, nearly 50% of theor-
ganising commiitee mem-
bers were Japanese, who
worked along with Odias in
the run-up to the festival.
“They were to N1l up forms
in Japanese for the venue,
Fukushi No Sato (Rainbow
Plaza), assembling the cha-
riot during the June 22
workshop at  Daisenjicho
community hall, linding the
place to cook ‘prasad” as well
as getting insuranee,” said
Choudhury Rudra Charan
Mohanty, vicechairman of
Kasugai Rath Yatra organi-
singcommitiee.

Japanese people helped
in bringing the chariot to
the venue, decorating it, ma-

Neaﬂr% of the uganishg
committes members were

Japanese at Kasugai

naging the guests and cont-
ributing to the festival
funds. Chairman of the

commities, Chisato Miura,

isanative, and thechariot is
stored at the house of a Ka-
sugal councillor througho-
ut the year.

Tk s anovel collabora-
tion between people of two

dilferent cultures,” added
Mohanty.

Japanese artists perfor-
mexl (klissi, Bharatanaty-
am, Bon Odori and Kagura
music.

‘Chhera Pahanra® was

conductexd by first secretary
(political & thematic coope-
ration), Indian Embassy, Hi-
manshu Sagar.

Deputy mayor of Kasu-
gai, Yamaguchi, Kasugaico-
uncillor Kajita Masanao,
and member of Shri Ram
Mandir Trust, Bando, Shre-
ekant Vadlamani, attended
along with 500 people.

In Kawasaki, celebra-
tions organised by NPO
(Oddisha Community Japan
at the city olTice saw the In-
dian community condemn
the Pahalgam terror attack.

Indian children display-
ed placands based on “unity
indiversity’ theme and sang
Japanese patriotic songs.
Japanese children sang In-
dian patriotic songs.

“We united this concept
le:

tions toexpress our solidari-
ty with India. We also bro-
ught different communitics
together,” said Pratima Be-
hera, NPO-OC president.

Odia diaspora in Tokyo come
together for Chandan Yatra rituals

@umesoﬁndla_oom

Bhubaneswar: For the
third vear in a row, Shree Ja-
gannath Society, Japan, held
Chandan Yatra in Tokyo on
Sunday. The rituals were
condueted on the Radhak-
rishna temple premises in
the city by Pandit Munindra
Panda.

The celebration was at-
tended by 280 devotees and
guests, including NPO Odis-
ha Community Japan presi-
dent Pratima Behera and Ne-
eranjan Gadgil of Tokyo Ma-
rathi Mandal among others.

The cere-

People prepare prasad for the
deities in Tokyo on Sunday

Sudarshan.

Eight children from the
Odia diaspora, belonging to
different age groups, chan-

ted mantras

mony  inclu-
ded ‘Vishnu
Sahastranam’
(chanting of
the 1,008 na-
mes of the
Lord), with offerings of as
many flowers and ‘Chandan
(sandalwood paste) Seva’ to
Lord Jagannath, Lord Balab-
hadra, Devi Subhadra and

practised un-
der the gui-
dance of the
sociely mem-
ber, Lopamud-
raThatoi, over
the past week. The chanting
was based on the theme,
“mantramaya jeevana”,
which means tagging our da-
ilv life with the mantras.

“It means which mantra
we should chant waking up
in the morning, how we sho-
uld startour day, mantras be-
foreour feet touches the Mot-
her Earth, before taking
bath, while having food, be-
fore starting studies and
even belore going to bed,” sa-
id Thatoi.

Gyanindra Mishra of the
society said their aim is to
promote and share the uni-
fque culture and spiritual va-
lues of Shree Jagannath
amongboth Indian and Japa-
nese communities for social
harmony and cross-cultural
collaboration.

A cultural programme
put together by member San-
jib Swain was also staged on
the oceasion. [tincluded gro-
up and solo bhajans, and
dance, including Bharatna-
tyam by Mai Kikuchi. ‘Pra-
sad’ (edible offering) was re-
adied by the temple cooks,
who were assisted by Shree
Jagannath Society Seva
Mandali members.
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Superimposing multiplicity

upon Brahman __

Earlier, we learned that Brahman is one and
non-dual. Yet, due to avidya (ignorance), we
superimpose multiplicity or plurality upon
this non-dual reality.

This raises an important question: What is
the consequence of superimposing diversity
upon the one, non-dual Brahman?

This point is explained by Lord Yama, the
Lord of the death in the tenth and eleventh
mantras of second chapter first canto of
kathopanisad.

To appreciate their significance, it is
essential to wunderstand two principal
branches of philosophy: epistemology and
ontology. As we know, Ontology is the
philosophical study of existence, reality, and
the nature of being. It seeks to answer
fundamental questions such as: ‘What truly
exists?, What is the nature of the Individual
self,atman and total self, brahman?’.

Epistemology, on the other hand, deals with
the means of acquiring, validating, and
realizing such knowledge. In other words, it
addresses questions such as: ‘How is the

Self known? By what means is this
knowledge attained?'.
Once the topic of Ontology ie. the

existence of God or the self in the form of
atman or Brahmanis realized then there is
no further need of epistemology any longer.
With this backgroundlet us understand the
teaching of Lord Yamataught in this mantra.
In the same canto, Lord Yama beautifully
explains that the Self is hidden and must be
realized.

Then, a natural question therefore arises:
Where is the Self hidden?

The Self is hidden in all the beings of this
universe. However, it cannot be perceived
through the extroverted senses, for which
the Lord describes as paraficikhani, the
senses that are projected outward.

Only a dhira, a wise and discriminating
seeker, turns inward and realizes the Self.

|
% . i
s B

Munindra Par;da, Tokyo

The first step in this realization is to reconcile
that the Self is distinct from the body, mind,
and senses. With this understanding, the
Upanisadmarks a significant transition from
epistemology to ontology.

Thus far, the discussion has focused on how
the Self is to be known; it now shifts to the
inquiry into what the Self truly is.

We need to realize the Self, atma from three
standpoints:

1. The Self is the source of all experiences in
life.

2. The Self is the unchanging substratum
underlying the three states of
consciousnessnamed waking, dream, and
deep sleep.

3. The Self is the unchanging reality behind
all the change in the universe.

This same Consciousness exists equally in all
beings starting from Lord Brahma down to
the tiny creature like an ant. Although the
same consciousness is there within all living
beings, still it does not appear to be the
same.

If so, why does the same Consciousness
appear to be different in different beings?
The apparent difference arises solely
because of the limiting adjuncts (upadhis).
Lord Yama now explains the consequence of
perceiving this apparent diversity in detail.

The jiva, individual soul, owing to ignorance,
avidya, considers itself to be different from
the Supreme brahman. As a consequence, it
becomes subject to samsara, the endless
cycle of birth and death. Such a
misconception should never arise in the
mind of a seeker.
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Duality is perceived by only the ignorant
beings, who consider the jiva and brahaman
to be different. The samsarf jiva is conditioned
by its upadhi, adjuncts such as the body, mind,
and senses. Since these upadhi are constantly
changing, hence being identified with these,
the jiva, individual soul has to undergo the
continuous cycle of birth and death.

In reality, there is no division in the Self.
Thetenth and eleventh mantras dispel the
misconception that the Self is manifold or
divided. This may be understood through a
simple analogy. Once a person identifies the
self with a particular upadhi such as a name,
designation, profession, or social status; that
conditioned identity comes to define how the
person sees oneself and is seen by others
throughout life.

Likewise, the Self appears to be many only
because of its association with different
upadhis.

Let us understand this through the example of
a crystal. The crystal is naturally transparent
and colorless. However, when a colored object
is placed beside it, the crystal appears to
imbibe that color, even though it remains
unchanged in its own nature. As long as the
colored object remains in close proximity, the
crystal continues to appear as though it
possesses that color.

Similarly, Consciousness is ever pure
andtransparent like a crystal. Depending upon
the upadhi with which it is associated, it
appears to assume the corresponding
attributes, though in reality it remains
unchanged. The same Consciousness exists
and shines equally in deities, demons, human
beings, animals, plants, and all living beings.
However, because each is associated with a
different upadhi, the one Consciousness
appears to manifest differently in each case.
The apparent diversity belongs to the upadhis
alone; whereas the Consciousness itself is
one, indivisible, and ever the same.

Within  all the jiva, individual soul;
Consciousness is the same and pure in nature;
however, the upadhi associated with them are
entirely different. In other words, being
associated with several types of upadhi such
as body, mind and sense complex, the jiva
appears to behave differently.

Let us understand who is the one that
perceives such differences?

It is explained here as aviveki, the ignorant
ones. Here, aviveki does not merely refer to
an ordinarily ignorant person; rather, it
denotes one who is unable to discriminate
between the eternal and the ephemeral, the
Self and the non-Self.Only through Self-
realization, this apparent duality is
completely eliminated.

The One who attains this realization is
called a dhira, a wise and steadfast seeker.
Dhira is the one who realizes that ‘the one
pure Consciousness alone is the ultimate
reality. Apart from this non-dual
Consciousness, there exists no independent
entity that creates, sustains, or dissolves the
universe’.

There is no doubt that the universe appears
as a multiplicity of countless names and
forms, nama-rdpa. However, this apparent
diversity arises through maya, the cosmic
principle  associated  with  collective
ignorance, samasti avidya, which veils the
non-dual nature of Brahman and projects
the world of plurality.

It is natural for us to perceive differences in
the world. However, this perception arises
because of avidya. ignorance. Deluded by
this ignorance, we superimpose plurality
upon the one, non-dual Brahman and
perceive diversity where, in reality, does not
exists.

Then only one feels that ‘Il am different from
brahman, so also brahman is different from
me'. Ignorance is the main factor due to
which one sees duality or plurality.

The final question that still remains

unanswered is: What is wrong with
perceiving plurality?
The one who sees the plurality or

multiplicity, falls from one death to another,
mrtyoh sa mrtyum apnoti. In other words,
such a person remains bound to samsara,
the endless cycle of birth and death. This is
why one should not perceive duality or
multiplicity in brahman

Rather, one should realize: 'l am none other
than brahman, the one pure, infinite
consciousness that pervades all existence,
just as space pervades'.

This is the state of complete Self-realization,
in which the illusion of separateness is
dissolved and the non-dual Reality alone
remains.

29



From Devasnana Piurnima to Rathayatra
-The Journey of the Lord

From 2008 to 2026, | have had the
immense privilege of participating in the
Rathayatra celebrations in Japan without
missing a single year, regardless of the
circumstances of my life. Looking back, |
realize that these nineteen years have
themselves become a spiritual pilgrimage.

Year after year, | witnessed and learned
about the sacred sequence of festivals—
Devasnana Piarnima, Anavasara, Nava
Yauvana Darsana, Netrotsava, Rathayatra
including Bahuda Yatra. In the beginning, |
understood them primarily as beautiful
religious rituals and traditional
observances. Gradually, however, my
inquiry deepened. | began to ask not
merely what these rituals signify, but
what they reveal about my own
spiritual  journey. What  inner
transformation do they symbolize? How
are the Lord's rituals also a reflection of
the seeker's journey toward Self-
realization?

Over the years, through the study of the
scriptures, the teachings of my revered
teacher, and my own contemplation and
meditation, these festivals have unfolded
as profound symbols of the inner journey
of every seeker. | slowly realized that the
Lord's outward journey is also a reflection
of the inward journey that each of us must
undertake.

Titled ‘From Devasnana Pdrpnima to
Rathayatra: The Journey of the Lord', this
article is my humble offering at the lotus

feet of Lord Jagannatha. It seeks to
explore  the  deeper  philosophical
symbolism underlying these sacred
observances. Rather than viewing them

merely as ritual events, | have attempted
to understand them as successive stages in
our own spiritual evolution—from the
purification of the mind to the ultimate
realization of the Self.

Lopamudra Thatoi,
Tokyo, Japan

Every year, as the month of Jyestha yields
to Asddha, the sacred city of Puri becomes
the stage for one of the world's most
profound spiritual festivals.  Beginning
with Devasndana Parnima and culminating
in the grand Rathayadtra, Lord Jagannatha
embarks upon a journey that is at once
ritualisticc,  philosophical, and deeply
symbolic.

To the ordinary eye, these appear as
successive temple rituals. To the devotee,
they are sacred moments of divine grace.

To the spiritual seeker, however, they
unveil a profound truth: the Lord's
outward journey is a symbolic reflection of
the inward journey of every human soul—
from ignorance to wisdom, from bondage
to liberation.

Devasndana Pirnima: Purification

The sacred journey begins with Devasnana
Pirnima, observed on the full moon day of
the month of Jyestha. On this auspicious
occasion, Lord  Jagannatha, Lord
Balabhadra, Devi  Subhadra, and
Sudarsana are ceremoniously brought out
from the sanctum sanctorum (garbhagrha)
to the Snana Mandapa in the magnificent
procession known as Pahandi. It is one of
the rare occasions when the deities
emerge from the sanctum to bestow their
divine darsana upon all devotees.
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There, amidst the sacred vibrations of
Vedic chants, hymns, and devotional
songs, the deities are ceremonially bathed
with 108 pots of sanctified water drawn
from the temple's sacred well. This ritual,
known as the Mahdsndana, marks the
formal beginning of the annual Rathayatra
festivities. Lord Balabhadra is bathed with
33 pots, Lord Jaganndtha is bathed with 35
pots, Devi Subhadra is bathed with 22 pots
followed by Sudarsana with 18 pots.

The Lord, being eternally pure and
complete, has no need for purification.
Yet, out of His compassion, He willingly
accepts this ceremonial bath to teach us
that the Sndna symbolizes not merely
external cleanliness but also inner
purification (Sauca), reminding us that
spiritual life begins with the cleansing of
our inner instruments. This purification,
known as citta-suddhi.

Anavasara: Aloneness and
contemplation

Following the grand bath, tradition holds
that the deities fall sick with fever due to
the ceremonial bathing and rest in a
secluded place called Anavasara Ghara,
where they remain away from public view
for about two weeks. This is the most
unique tradition of the Jagannatha culture.
The Supreme Lord willingly accepts the
condition of apparent illness. He rests, gets
treated with herbal medicine, and remains

hidden from the eyes of the world.

Self

Philosophically, Anavasara represents the
sacred state of aloneness. It is a deliberate
withdrawal of the self from the glitter of
the external world, developing detachment
from alluring objects, attractive
personalities, and material possessions.
This inward turning is known in Yoga as
pratyahara - the withdrawal of the senses
from their respective sense objects. Only
when our senses are turned inward, then
our mind become tranquil and prepared
for contemplation and Self-realization.

For the devotees, Anavasara becomes a
time of longing. The closed doors of the
temple teach that faith must endure even
when God seems absent. Silence is not
abandonment; it is preparation for the
spiritual journey.

Nava Yauvana Darshana: Renewal

At the end of Anavasara, the Lord once
again reveals Himself in Nava Yauvana
Darsana—the "Darsana of Renewed
Youth." After days of seclusion, devotees
behold Jagannath in rejuvenated splendor.
The joy of this first darshan is inexplicable,
anirvacaniya, for it celebrates the victory of
renewal.

Philosophically, Nava Yauvana Darsana
symbolizes the seeker's own inner rebirth.
After the purification of the heart (citta-
suddhi) and the period of introspection and
solitude represented by Anavasara, a new
vision of life begins to unfold. Just as the
Lord reappears in the freshness of eternal
youth, the seeker's mind, now purified and
inwardly transformed.
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AS PER JAGANNATH CULT WHEN THE TRINITY GOES
TO THE ANASAR GHAR DURING THE ILLNESS PERIOD
AFTER SNANA PURNIMA, THE PATI DIAN IS
WORSHIPPED TILL THE TIME OF NETRA UTSAV.

As per the Utkala Kala tradition, the
deities' sketches are drawn. Lord
Jagannath while is being worshipped
in form of Yajna Narayan, lord
Balabhadra is worshipped in the form
of Ananta Basudev and Devi Suvadra
as Bhubaneswari

Netrotsava: Awakening the Eye of Wisdom

Before the commencement of the grand
chariot festival, the ritual of Netrotsava is
performed. During Anavasara, the deities
are ritually repainted, and on this
auspicious occasionthe final painting of the
e?;es is completed.

The eyes of Lord Jagannath are among His
most distinctive features—large, round,
and all-embracing. They symbolize a vision
that excludes no one.

Netrotsava is therefore not merely the
completion of an artistic process. It is the
awakening of JAana Netra, the eyes of
wisdom.

The devotee who has undergone
purification, contemplation, and renewal is
now invited to witness the world differently.
This is no longer seeing through the gross
eyes but witnessing through the eyes of
wisdom

Rathayatra: The Lord’s

compassion

journey with

The climax of this sacred journey is
Rathayatra. The three majestic chariots
stand ready upon the Badadanda, the
Grand Road of Purl. Amidst the resounding
chants of "Jaya Jagannatha!", the deities
are ceremoniously brought out of the
temple in the joyous Pahandi procession
and enthroned upon their respective
chariots.

In most pilgrimages, devotees undertake
the journey to the abode of God.
Rathayatra, however, reverses this
relationship. Here, it is the Lord who
journeys to the abode of His devotees.
Leaving the sanctum of the temple, Lord
Jagannatha comes into the streets, making
Himself accessible to everyone. In His divine
compassion, He transcends every social
distinction. In front of His chariot, there is
no difference between king and commoner,
scholar and laborer, rich and poor. Every
person is equally invited to behold the Lord
and receive His grace.

Seen as a whole, these sacred observances
unfold a complete philosophy of spiritual
life:

« Devasnana Piirnima teaches that the
journey begins with the purification of the
heart.

« Anavasara reveals the power of silence,
solitude, and inward contemplation.

« Nava Yauvana Darfana proclaims the
seeker's inner renewal.

+ Netrotsava awakens the Jiana Netra—
the eye of wisdom.

« Rathayatra inspires us to carry this
awakened vision into the world, living a
life of compassion.

The true miracle of Rathayatra is not that we
pull the Lord's chariot, but that the Lord,
through His infinite compassion, pulls each of
us towards Higher goal. The festivals remind
us that the real chariot is our own life, the real
journey is inward, and the ultimate destination
is the realization of the Self within. Thus, the
journey from Devasnana Parnima to
Rathayatra is not merely the Lord's annual
procession through the streets of Puri—it is
His eternal procession through the human
heart, leading every soul from purification to
Self-realization.
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Recognize the self by qualities

Which quality is Binding us?

Have we ever wondered whether we can
recognize for ourselves which guna (quality) is
binding us?

* Do | enjoy learning? Am | engaged in
creativity? Do | find joy in knowledge? If so,
sattva quality is working in me.

* Am | constantly busy? Am | looking for
success, recognition, name, or fame? If so,
rajas quality is influencing me.

* Do | prefer comfort and inactivity? Do | lack
motivation to act? If so, tamas quality is
binding me.

All three qualities bind us. The difference is only
in the nature of the bondage.

e Sattva binds through happiness
golden chain.

* Rajas binds through action like a silver
chain.

e Tamas binds through inertia like an iron
chain.

In Ramayana there are three Demon brothers
Bibhishana is busy in sattva quality, Ravana is
always in rajas quality and Kumbhakarna is in
Tamas quality.

Sattva is white in color, Rajas is red and Tamas is
black.
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Nalanda
An Ancient Seat of Learning

Nalanda located approx 85 Kms south of Patna
(capital of Bihar state) in India is famous for its
ancient seat of learning. Nalanda is made of two
words : 'nalan' means lotus, symbolising wisdom
and 'da' means giver or provider. So literally it
means giver of wisdom. It is said to be established
by King Kumargupta of Gupta dynasty during 5th
century AD. Spread over 80 acres of land and
made of red bricks, it was the abode of 10,000
students and 1510 teachers, as per the Chinese
traveller Huante-sang. He visited during 629-645
AD (Samarat Harshvardhan period) and spent 12
years there. All disciplines of learning, viz. Logic,
astronomy, yoga, literature, sculpture, vedas,
sanskrit, town architecture, fine arts, ayurveda,
political science, handicrafts, sankhayog etc were
taught here.

In fact, there was no discipline of learning at that
time, which was not taught here. Students from all
over the world used to visit here. It included
countries like China, Japan, Korea, Thailand,
Cambodia, Vietnam, Indonesia, Iran, Persia, Syria,
Greece, Turkey, Tibet, Mongolia, Sumatra, Java,

Singhaldeep and Central Asia.

Dr S B Singh, Patna
Bihar, India

Uniqueness of Nalanda University was
being it fully residential and free of cost
education. Samart Harshvardhan made
revenue of nearby 100 villages available for
its day-to-day expenditure incl supply of
milk, fruits, vegetables and grains. Second
distinct feature of it was its massive rich
library. Its 'Dharmakun’.
Housing nearly 90,000 books and rare

name Wwas

manuscripts it was stored in three massive
blocks, called Ratnasagar, Ratanoddhi and
Ratnaranjak.

Another distinct feature of its administration
was the 'method of consensus'. No use of
danda (punishment). Everything was
decided by putting one's point and listening
to others. Anybody found guilty of
breaching discipline has to leave the
premises quietly.

Its glory prevailed and benefitted
thousands of knowledge seekers
across the globe for nearly 700 years.
It was in 1193 AD, when a Muslim
invader, called Bakhtiyar Khilji ruined
it by putting on fire. The library, full of
books, kept burning for six months
and more. Such was the devastation .
Its ruins, excavated and restored
later, has been declared a UNESCO
World Heritage Site in 2016 AD.

PS- Its past glory is being revived
by starting New Nalanda University
in the same vicinity by Govt of
East Summit
countries since 2014.

India and Asia
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My father's love is strong and deep
A promise made, a vow to keep
Through every storm joy and pain
He stands beside me in sun or rain

With gentle wisdom, firm and kind

He shapes my heart and guides my mind
His presence is a constant presence

A love far greater than | know

He lifts me up when | am down
And turns my fear into a crown

A hero notin TV or in fame

But prayers lead the names name

Through words made fail to fully say
The gratitude | feel each day

A father's care will always be lovely

A light that shines and warms Eternally
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NAVISTHA BEHERA
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APEEJAY SCHOOL
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Lord Jagannatha

Lord Jagannatha is kind and bright
Guides us gently with his light

In Puri temple grand and fair

He listens to every devotee's prayers

We are Balabhaa and we live near

He first met with joy and cheer

During Rath Yatra, people sing and pray
As his chariot rolls along the way

O Lord, you are so true

We seek your blessings all life through
Teach us kindness, love and care

And keep us always in your prayer.
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Karma
According to Lord Krishna

FHUAATIRRE AT ety hera |
AT hHheladqAT I TFISTARHATY ||

karmany-evadhikarastema
phaleshu kadachana
makarma-phala-heturbhdr ma

te sango 'stvakarmani

Lord Krishna gave a profound message
about karma in the Bhagavad Gita - one
of the most important spiritual texts in
Hinduism. Every person should perform
his duties with honesty, dedication and
sincerity.

According to Lord Krishna's teachings, a
person has the right to perform his
duties, not to the fruits of those duties.
Hence, one should perform his duties
without worrying about the results -
Bhagavad Gita (2.47). The true essence
of karma is not just to perform duties
but with right-attitude and intention.

During the Mahabharat War Arjuna
became confused and distressed, when
he saw his nearest relatives, elders and
teacher on the battlefield standing
against him. Then Lord Krishna taught
him the philosophy of Karma Yoga - the
yoga of selfless action. Karma yoga
encourages people to dedicate their
work to God and serve others without
expecting rewards. Such actions purify
the mind and help a person attain inner
peace. Lord Krishna explains that -
attachment, greed and ego bind people
to the cycle of birth and death while
selfless action free them from these
bonds.

B. K. Singh,
AIG (Retd),

Recipient of Prime Minister

Award
for Excellence in Public
Administration

Lord Krishna also emphasizes that
avoiding action is not the solution.
Every person must act according to his
role and responsibilities in the society.
These teachings remain relevant in
modern life too. Students should study
sincerely without worrying excessively
about marks in the exams. Similarly,
workers should perform their jobs
honestly without being obsessed with
promotions or rewards. By following
Lord Krishna's teachings people can
live a balanced, meaningful and
peaceful life.

Lord Krishna's teaching about karma
continues to inspire millions of people
to live a life of responsibility, service
and righteousness.
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Life as a Sacred Play

From Jagannath Rathayatra to Sports Day

An Article Reflection

Every year, the Jagannath Rathayatra offers
us a profound spiritual reminder. During this
sacred journey, Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, Maa Subhadra, and Sudarshana
come out of the temple and travel through the
streets, meeting countless people. Devotees
pull the chariots with ropes, not merely as a
ritual, but as an expression of love, joy,
service, and participation in the Lord's divine

play.

In this annual journey, the Lord seems to

introduce us to new fellow beings, new
emotions, new situations, and new
experiences. People from different walks
of life come together, pull the same rope,
walk the same path, and become part of
the same celebration. For a brief moment,
individual identity dissolves into collective
joy. No one is greater, no one is smaller.
Everyone becomes a participant in the
divine movement of life.

This is exactly what | felt during my
memorable Sports Festival
experience in 2026.

On Sports Day, we played a game where

we pulled our fellow beings on a carpet,
taking turns and competing with other
groups doing the same. At the surface
level, the aim was to win. We pulled with
energy, coordination, excitement, and
determination. Each group wanted to
move faster, perform better, and reach the
goal first.

ALOK MISRA
Grade 9 (FhZ)
Hiroo Gakuen
Junior and Senior High School

But when | reflected more deeply, |
realized that this small school event
carried a much larger meaning. The act
of pulling each other on the carpet
reminded me of devotees pulling the
chariot of Lord Jagannath. In both
events, there is movement. There is
teamwork. There is joy. There is effort.
There is togetherness. There is the
experience of carrying someone
forward while being carried forward by

others. .
However, there is one

important difference.

In Sports Day, we often play to win. In
Rathayatra, Lord Jagannath teaches us
to play to experience. Through the
Rathayatra, the Lord seems to say that
life itself is a play. We are not born only
to defeat others, collect achievements,
or prove superiority. We are born to
experience, to learn, to love, to serve,
and to grow. When we play only to win,
ego enters. But when we play to
experience, life becomes pure, joyful,
and sinless.
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This understanding made me
look at my Sports Festival in a new way.

For reasons | still cannot fully decipher, | seem

to learn something new every year around the
time of the Sports Festival. In the first year, |
learned the depth of friendship. In the second
year, | understood the beauty of teamwork. In
the third year, | saw both the strength and
fragility hidden within sportsmanship and
friendship.

This year, our team colour was black, and | was
astonished that we were still able to win despite
so many people getting injured, including me
and even some of the students who were
supposed to participate in the relay. Yet
somehow, we continued. We adjusted. We
supported each other. We trusted each other.
And in the end, everything we had practiced
and struggled for paid off.

| am especially grateful that Hiroo Gakuen
continues to deepen the meaning of teamwork
in us. These experiences may look like school
events from the outside, but they prepare us for
much larger responsibilities in the future:
working with others, building companies,
becoming entrepreneurs, facing challenges, and
learning how to move forward together. The
Sports Festival was not just about physical
strength. It trained our cognitive ability, our
emotional awareness, our patience, and our
ability to contemplate.

Many people say, 'Teamwork is dreamwork,’
and this Sports Festival showed the truth of that
phrase. Our strong performance in events such
as 'magic carpet' and 'snake chain' was not only
the result of practice, but also of trust. We had
to move together, think together, and respond
together. One person's mistake could affect
everyone, and one person's effort could uplift
everyone.

This also made me understand why
Hiroo Gakuen changes classmates every
year. In the first and second years, we
start fresh. We meet new people, learn
new personalities, and slowly build
connections. Events like gashyuku help us
talk to classmates we may not have
known otherwise. By the end of the year,
even if we are not close to everyone, we
have at least shared moments, words,
and memories.

By the third year, however, everything
begins to feel more serious. We slowly
transition  toward the reality of
adulthood. We meet familiar faces again,
but those faces now carry a touch of
growth. Academic pressure increases.
There is less time for sports clubs, casual
conversations, and making new friends.
We begin to care more deeply about our
appearance, how others judge us, and
how we are seen by the world. This too is
part of life.

Eventually, this Sports Festival will
become a memory. But it will be a
memorable one, and | believe it will
remain with me forever. Some friends we
make will stay. Some will go. Some
experiences will remain vivid, while
others will slowly fade. Yet each of them
plays an important role in shaping who
we become.

This is why we must respect every
moment we have with the people around
us. We must preserve every rainbow in a
jar, carefully, so that no colour spills away
unnoticed. Life is a long and never-ending
journey, filled with beauty, difficulty,
change, and truth. We cannot escape this
reality, but we can learn how to live
through it with awareness and gratitude.

39



When | place my Sports Festival experience
beside the Jagannath Rathayatra, | see a
beautiful connection between the microcosm
and the macrocosm. At the microcosmic
level, | experienced teamwork, competition,
injury, friendship, and joy in a school event. At
the macrocosmic level, Rathayatra reveals
the same truths through a divine celebration:
we pull, we move, we serve, we meet others,
and we participate in the Lord's play.

Both experiences taught me that the
most significant purpose of taking birth as
a human being is to experience life
consciously. Achievements may fade.
Victories may be forgotten. But
experiences remain. They shape the heart,
refine the mind, and bring us closer to the
truth of existence.

To play only to win can create pride,
comparison, and conflict. But to play
for the sake of play, to experience, to
serve, and to grow, transforms life
into blissful living.

That, perhaps, is the deeper
message of both Sports Day and
Jagannath Rathayatra: life is not
merely a race to be won. Life is a
sacred play to be experienced with
joy, humility, and love.

Aditi Misra
Salesian International Junior High School, Tokyo
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Al (ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE)

The Maya of Kali Yuga

Throughout history, humanity has created
tools that extend its physical abilities. The
wheel multiplied movement, the
telescope expanded vision, and the
computer accelerated calculation. Today,
Artificial Intelligence extends something
even more intimate—the human mind.
This has led many spiritual seekers to ask:
Is Al the new maya of Kali Yuga?

The word madyad does not simply mean
illusion. In the spiritual traditions of India,
maya is that which veils ultimate reality
and entangles the mind in appearances. It
is the force that causes the temporary to
appear permanent, the external to seem
more important than the eternal, and the
ego to overshadow the Self.

Kali Yuga, according to Hindu scriptures,
is the age of confusion, distraction,
materialism, and spiritual forgetfulness. It
is not merely an age of technological
advancement but an age in which human
consciousness is easily pulled away from
inner awareness.

In this context, Al can be understood as a
powerful symbol of Kali Yuga's maya.

Al possesses an extraordinary ability to imitate
intelligence. It can write poetry, compose
music, generate images, answer philosophical
questions, and even simulate empathy. Yet
behind these remarkable capabilities lies no
direct self-awareness, no inner witness, no
realization of the Divine. It reflects patterns
found in human knowledge but does not
experience the truth it describes.

This resemblance offers an important spiritual
lesson.

Just as Al can produce words about love
without feeling love, the human mind can
speak endlessly about spirituality without
realizing it. One may memorize scriﬁtures,
debate philosophy, or quote enlightened
masters while remaining distant from genuine
inner transformation.

The danger, therefore, is not Al itself.

The danger is forgetting the difference
between information and wisdom.
Information fills the intellect.

Wisdom transforms consciousness.

Anil Misra, Japan

Al can provide information in abundance,
but wisdom arises through silence,
humility, self-inquiry, meditation,
devotion, and grace.

Perhaps the greatest illusion Al presents
is the illusion of omniscience. When
answers become instantly available, the
mind may believe that knowledge has
been attained. Yet the greatest questions
—"Who am 1?", "What is consciousness?",
"What is God?"—cannot be answered
merely by collecting words. They require
direct experience.

The sages repeatedly pointed inward.
They did not say, "Search endlessly
outside."

They said, "Know thyself."

In Kali Yuga, distractions have become
increasingly sophisticated. Ancient
seekers were distracted by wealth, power,
and pleasure. Modern seekers must also

navigate infinite streams of digital
content, algorithmic recommendations,
virtual identities, and Al-generated

realities. The external world has become
more convincing than ever before.
Yet every age has its tests.

If Al  becomes another object of
attachment, another source of endless
stimulation, another substitute for
contemplation, then it functions as maya.
If, however, Al becomes a servant rather
than a master—helping people learn,
solve problems, and free time for spiritual
practice—it can also become an
instrument of dharma.

The difference lies not in the technology but
in the consciousness of the user.

Fire can cook food or burn a house.

Money can support charity or fuel greed.
Likewise, Al can deepen distraction or
support wisdom.
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The Bhagavad Gita teaches that the
disciplined mind is one's greatest friend,
while the uncontrolled mind becomes
one's greatest enemy. Al amplifies
whatever the mind already seeks. A
restless mind finds endless distraction. A
sincere seeker finds tools for learning. A
compassionate heart discovers new ways
to serve others.

Ultimately, maya has never been outside us
alone.

The true maya is identification with the ego
—the belief that we are merely our
thoughts, possessions, achievements, or
digital identities. Al may magnify this
tendency, but it did not create it.

The eternal Self remains untouched.

No algorithm can generate enlightenment.
No machine can meditate on our behalf.

No artificial intelligence can replace inner
realization.

As technology becomes more powerful,
humanity's need for spiritual discernment
becomes even greater.

The louder the world grows, the more
valuable silence becomes. The faster
informThe louder the world grows, the
more valuable silence becomes. The faster
information travels, the more essential
wisdom becomes.

Perhaps the real question is not whether Al is
the maya of Kali Yuga.

Perhaps the real question is whether we will
use this new power to deepen illusion—or to
awaken beyond it.

For when consciousness awakens to its true
nature, maya loses its grip. Technology
continues to evolve, civilizations rise and fall,
and inventions transform society, but the light
of awareness remains unchanged.

That timeless awareness—not artificial
intelligence—is humanity's greatest
intelligence.

The Story of Sirisa Kusuma
Through the Eyes of Kalldasa

In India and Japan, our names have
meaning, but do you know what the story
behind your name is? | am originally from
South India, but | grew up in Madhya
Pradesh, now Chhattisgarh. My teachers
had a hard time pronouncing my name. So,
| was frustrated and asked my Mom that
why did you give me such a difficult name
that no one can pronounce well! Then, she
told me a very beautiful story that my
name, Sirisha ( in Sanskrit Sirisa ), is
another name of Parijata, a heavenly
flower. She told me how Lord Krsna
brought the Parijata flower from heaven
for his beloved wife Satyabhama and
planted it in her garden. Since then, the
Parijata flower is found on the earth. As it
is a celestial tree, this tree is always seen
inside the temple premises of India, and
the Parijata flower is so delicate that it
completely sheds its highly fragrant flowers
at the very first touch of the Sun's rays.
Though it falls on the ground, this is the
only flower that can be offered to the lord
because it is a celestial flower, so it doesn't
get dirty.

s WS 4

Sirisha Komanduri

Lecturer, Japan

| was so impressed by this story, and | thanked
my Mom for giving me such a beautiful name!
In Japan, my name is pronounced very well by
Japanese people, so | like my name even
more! As | am away from my country, |
became more interested in the roots of my

name and this is what | discovered.
This name was first used in a lyrical poem

Rtusamhéra (kg¥gR) that appears to be the
first work of the young poet Kalidasa. In
Rtusamhara, Kalidasa mentions the word
Sirisa as a delicate flower and a symbol of
softness worn by women in their ears.
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Next, in Kumarasambhaba, he describes
the extraordinary beauty of goddess
Parvati. He compares the limbs of Parvati
as tender as the Sirisa flower. He says,

fegqunfaerstpart
a@aﬁmﬁrﬁrﬁﬁ?ﬁ%z I

(Kumarasambhava 1.41)
“ | conjecture(fah:) that her arms are

more delicate (31f@&dtgamT) than the

blossoms of the Sirisa flower

(ffagqe).” Kalidasa repeatedly uses it
as the standard against which exquisite

tenderness is measured.

Kalidasa suggests that Parvati's beauty
surpasses even this natural standard.
Her arms are not merely soft; they are
softer than the softest thing the poet
can imagine.

In Kalidasa's poetry, nature is never
merely decorative. Flowers, trees,
clouds, and rivers become mirrors of
human feelings. The Sirisa flower, with
its fragile beauty, served as a reminder
that tenderness is not weakness. Rather,
it is one of the highest forms of
refinement.

A lesson behind its name: Water is soft,
yet it shapes mountains. A gentle word
can heal a wounded heart. The poets
who celebrated Sirisa flower understood
this truth. They saw that beauty is not
always dramatic. Sometimes, it is quiet.
Sometimes, it is fragile. Sometimes, it is
found in qualities that are easily
overlooked.

In many ways, Sirisa flower offers a
message that is especially relevant
today. It invites us to appreciate
gentleness in a culture that often values
force. It encourages us to cultivate
empathy, patience, and compassion in
our daily lives.

Parijata Flower

A teacher influences students not through
force  but through encouragement.
Parents nurture their children through
patience and understanding. Friendships
are sustained by empathy. Communities
flourish when people treat each other with
kindness and respect.

The qualities that truly enrich human life
are often gentle rather than forceful.

The Sirisa flower reminds us of this truth.
A compassionate gesture can change the
course of someone’s day - or even their
life. Softness and strength are not
opposites. Very often they coexist.
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LORD KRISHNA’S TEACHINGS

The teachings of Krishna on love and devotion
(Bhakti) are among the most profound aspects of
Hindu spirituality. His message goes beyond ritual

worship and focuses on a deep, personal

relationship with the Divine.

1. Love as Complete Surrender
Krishna teaches that true love for God is not
transactional. One should not love God merely for
blessings, success, or protection, but for the joy of
being connected with the Divine.
In the Bhagavad Gita, Krishna says:
"Fix your mind on Me, be devoted to Me, worship
Me, and bow down to Me. Thus united with Me,
you shall surely come to Me."
This devotion involves:

e Trusting the Divine even during difficulties.

e Seeing God as one's closest friend and guide.

¢ Offering all actions and their results to God.
2. Bhakti (Devotion) Is Open to Everyone
Krishna emphasizes that devotion is not restricted
by caste, education, wealth, or social status.
Anyone with a sincere heart can attain spiritual
realization.
He teaches that what matters is:

* Purity of intention

* Faith

* Love
A famous verse states:
"Whoever offers Me with devotion a leaf, a flower,
a fruit, or water, | accept that loving offering."
The emphasis is on devotion, not the material
value of the offering.

3. The Gopis: The Highest Example of Divine
Love

In the Bhagavata Purana, the Gopis of Vrindavan
represent pure, selfless love for Krishna.

Their devotion teaches:

Loving God without expecting anything in return.
Remembering God constantly.

Making the Divine the center of one's life.

The Gopis symbolize the soul's longing for union
with God.

4. Radha and Krishna: The Symbol of
Divine Love

Radha and Krishna represent the eternal
relationship between the individual soul
and the Divine.

Their love symbolizes:Complete devotion.
Separation that intensifies remembrance of God.
Spiritual union beyond physical attachment.

In devotional traditions, Radha's love is
considered the highest expression of Bhakti
because it is unconditional and self-forgetting.

T. Kumkum Gouri
10th Grade, NPS,
Whitefield, Bengaluru, India

5. Love Through Service

Krishna teaches that devotion s
expressed through action.

A devotee can show love by:

Serving others selflessly.

Performing duties honestly.

Helping those in need.

Acting without selfish attachment to
results.

This connects Bhakti with Karma Yoga
(the path of selfless action).

6. Seeing God in All Beings

Krishna's vision of love is universal.

He teaches that the wise person sees
the Divine present in every living being.
Therefore:

Compassion becomes a form of
worship.

Kindness becomes devotion.

Respect for all life becomes spiritual
practice.

Love for God naturally expands into love
for all creation.

7.The Essence of Krishna's Teaching
The essence of Krishna's message on
love and devotion can be summarized
as:

Remember God constantly.

Love God without conditions.

Offer every action to the Divine.

Serve others with compassion.
TrustGod's wisdom in all circumstances.
See the Divine presence in everyone.
Krishna's path of devotion is not about
withdrawing from life. It is about
transforming  everyday life—work,
relationships, challenges, and service—
into an expression of love for the Divine.
As taught in the Bhagavad Gita, the
highest devotee is one who lives in the
world with a heart full of love, humility,
and unwavering remembrance of God.
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THE BHAGAVAD GITA AND ITS

IMPORTANCE IN DAILY LIFE

The Bhagavad Gita is one of the most influential
spiritual texts in the world. It is a dialogue
between Krishna and Arjuna on the battlefield of
Kurukshetra.
Although the setting is a battlefield, the Gita is
fundamentally about the inner struggles that
every person faces—confusion, fear, duty,
attachment, loss, success, failure, and the search
for meaning.
What Makes the Bhagavad Gita Unique?
When Arjuna sees his relatives, teachers, and
friends on both sides of the war, he is overcome
with doubt and refuses to fight. Krishna then
teaches him profound truths about:

* The nature of the soul

e Duty and responsibility

¢ Selfless action

¢ Devotion to God

* Knowledge and wisdom

* Inner peace and self-mastery
The Gita's teachings are timeless because they
address universal human challenges.

1. Perform Your Duty Without Attachment to
Results
One of the most famous teachings of the Gita is:
You have the right to action, but not to the fruits of
action.
Krishna teaches that we should:
* Give our best effort.
e Act with integrity.
* Focus on what we can control.
* Avoid becoming obsessed with outcomes.
Daily-Life Application
¢ At work: focus on excellence rather than anxiety
about promotions.
¢ |n studies: focus on learning rather than only
grades.
* In relationships: act with sincerity rather than
expecting specific responses.
This principle reduces stress and improves
performance.

Manila Patro, Bengaluru, India

2. Develop Emotional Balance
Life inevitably brings:

* Success and failure

* Praise and criticism

¢ Gain and loss
Krishna advises maintaining

equanimity in all circumstances.

Daily-Life Application
Instead of allowing emotions to
control decisions:
¢ Celebrate success without
arrogance.

* Face setbacks without despair.

* Remain steady during
uncertainty.

This balance leads to resilience and

mental clarity.
3. Understand the Difference

Between the Body and the Soul
Krishna teaches that the true Self

(Atman) is eternal.

The body changes, ages, and dies,
but the soul continues its journey.

Daily-Life Application
This perspective helps people:
e Face loss with greater
understanding.
e Reduce fear of death.

e Focus on inner growth rather

than only external
achievements.
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4. Turn Work into a Spiritual Practice
The Gita does not encourage escaping worldly
responsibilities.
Instead, Krishna teaches that ordinary work can
become sacred when performed:

* Honestly

e Selflessly

* As an offering to God

Daily-Life Application
Whether one is:
A teacher
Engineer
Doctor
Parent
Business leader
Work becomes meaningful when done with
dedication and service.
5. Master the Mind
Krishna repeatedly emphasizes that the mind
can be either:
e Afriend
* An enemy
An uncontrolled mind creates:
¢ Anxiety
* Anger
e Jealousy
¢ Restlessness
A disciplined mind creates:
e Peace
Focus
e Wisdom
Daily-Life Application
Practices such as:
Meditation
* Prayer
e Self-reflection
* Mindful living
help cultivate inner stability.

6. Practice Devotion and Trust

The Gita teaches that devotion
(Bhakti) is not merely ritual worship.
It is:

Trusting the Divine.

Remembering God in daily life.
Offering one's actions and intentions
to a higher purpose.

Daily-Life Application

Devotion provides:

Strength during difficulties.
Gratitude during success.

Hope during uncertainty.

7. Live According to Dharma
Dharma means righteous duty, moral
responsibility, and living according to truth.
Krishna encourages Arjuna to act according to
Dharma even when it is difficult.
Daily-Life Application
This means:

* Being honest when dishonesty seems
easier.
Doing what is right rather than what is
convenient.
Standing up for justice and fairness.

8. See the Divine in Everyone
Krishna teaches that the same divine
essence exists in all beings.
Daily-Life Application
This perspective encourages:

¢ Compassion

* Respect

¢ Kindness

¢ Service to others
When we recognize the divine presence in
others, relationships become more
meaningful.
The Three Main Paths of the Gita
The Gita harmonizes three spiritual paths:
Karma Yoga - The Path of Action
Perform duties selflessly.
Bhakti Yoga - The Path of Devotion
Develop love and surrender to God.
Jnana Yoga - The Path of Knowledge
Seek wisdom and self-realization.
The Gita teaches that these paths can
complement one another in daily life.

The Essence of the Bhagavad Gita
A concise summary of the Gita's practical
wisdom is:

e Do your duty sincerely.

e Remain balanced in success and failure.

e Control the mind rather than being

controlled by it.

e Actethically and responsibly.

e Trustin the Divine.

¢ Serve others with compassion.

e Seek self-knowledge and inner growth.
For millions of people, the Bhagavad Gita is
not merely a religious text; it is a guide for
living with purpose, courage, wisdom, and
inner peace amid the challenges of everyday
life. Krishna's message to Arjuna remains
relevant because every person faces their own
"battlefield" in life, and the Gita teaches how
to navigate it with clarity and grace.
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About 25 Stories
(Japanese title: Odia Monogatari / # 5 1 7¥1:8)
Reiko Watabe

25 Stories is an anthology of twenty-five short stories by some of the most

distinguished writers of Odisha, India.

The stories introduce a wide variety of characters—ascetics, artisans, mothers,
children, and villagers—whose lives reflect universal human themes such as family,

love, faith, loss, hope, and social change.

This anthology was produced as part of a translation project by Anubad Sahitya
Parisad Trust, an organization dedicated to introducing Odia literature to readers
around the world. Based on the English edition, translation projects are also
underway in French and Japanese, the latter translated under the title Odia

Monogatari (Z T « 7 4:8).

Editor

Bijay Prasad Mahapatra (1938-2013)

Bijay Prasad Mahapatra studied at Utkal
University and later earned his Ph.D. from the
University of London. He was a distinguished
linguist and literary scholar who published six
major works on the Odia language and linguistics.
His notable collections of short stories include
Kandheinka Galpa, Purira Galpa, Prema Galpa, and
Adinia Galpa. He received the Sudhanya Award in
1993 and the Vishwa Award in 1994. In 2020, a
selected volume containing fifty of his stories was
published.

Contents: The Sanyasi * The Primitive * The Whore:
A Love Story * In Light and Shade * The Focus Man
* The Post Office * The Culprit « The Cage * The
Hunting ¢ The OIld Artisan ¢ The Tribute -
Unseasonal Pineapple * The Dwarf « The Beard °
The Tale of an Unborn Daughter * Yamraj on
Leave * The Colours of a Rainbow ¢ My Corpse °
Roots * The Road to Nowhere * The Dance of the
Ghost * The Solution * Reminiscence * Kasturi Das *
Hawks

A Highly Recommended Collection

25 Stories is an excellent introduction to Odia
literature for first-time readers.

Scattered naturally throughout the stories are
glimpses of Odisha's unique culture, including
visits to the Jagannath Temple and the offering
and sharing of prasada, making the collection
especially fascinating. The rich landscape of
Odisha and the vitality of its people come vividly
to life.

While each story portrays the
lives of ordinary people with
remarkable realism and warmth,
they also offer a quiet awareness
of life's impermanence, adding
depth and beauty to the
collection. It is not portrayed
dramatically, but rather as a
silent gaze that gently
accompanies life itself, giving the
collection a distinctive depth and
atmosphere.

I hope that, through the occasion
of Ratha Yatra, many readers will
be inspired to discover the
literature and culture of Odisha.

*-CEK= P O e
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The Mahabharata:

A Prophecy of the COVID-19 Pandemic (Expanded Edition)
IN—N—F2HBFEEL-IO0FT#HEER (EH#HhR)

\
Chaen Madoka (Chamaru) A D (Fh)

FIRN=—"N—=5%1 FEEE (1 T1/N\—Y) THBLEARKIC. FHEBZIFEEETOHHD. BK
BBET ¢ T —HHE LT C OBERNESICIE. FEIOF 1L RICE B HEROASNE
Y. TORDOERMDHEICKZAEFROHEED. RAEREPIMEE L TRRBICEINTWV S, &5
’Ctat TIN=—N—3%81 %65 TE—2a27 - NILT 7] F2~3BICRRINIcKEBERIOXIIK
—&ZED Eif. BEONYTIv e WS NEOBIKICANTCREOEM L DE I NTHEF

E%ﬁ&btu
The Mahabharata is not only a historical narrative (Itihasa), but also a profound prophetic
text. This ancient epic, composed by the great sage Vyasa, vividly portrays, through celestial
configurations and ominous portents, a global catastrophe strikingly reminiscent of the
COVID-19 pandemic and the subsequent mass casualties caused by international conflicts.
In this article, | examine several ominous signs described in Chapters 2-3 of the Bhisma-
parva (Book 6) and explore their remarkable synchronicity with the actual planetary
configurations observed during the modern pandemic.

HURAFReh! dIeh: 01 9 : |97 FeATh R QARSI | %Y |

: ST gd THTog] ISR g uReprrafea:aaaierd 1134 |l

Tg: Ysdierd: WA g9 UTadh: |3 ISR Terisasmrh= fasfai &l
KRBIEIHA-BIZEWVWTHEITL. KB (TFUNZINT ) F2a7T07F7BICUELTVWS, X
BOF (Uv=18) "MNAROERE (F7/2vh3) 2&H ENZWEL TV, £E(3
T—=ILJ7 - TO—2aZNE—BICA>TERBEIZRE. VvE5 - TO—2ad N4 —
BACEABRH S, HORFEEDICHDFRLTWVWE, BKECKRE (7—hw) DN Bz
SKRDEDICHMLLMRAEDRD NS, AV RSHOKEBCEBS T —2a%2—ICAD. £CZIC
mio—(—b\%o
Mars, moving in retrograde motion, is stationed in Magha, while Brhaspati (Jupiter) is in
Sravana. The constellation of Bhaga, having been assailed by the Son of the Sun (Saturn), is
afflicted. Venus has ascended Parva-Prosthapada and shines forth with intense
brilliance;moving onward toward Uttara-Prosthapada, it stands in conjunction and gazes
intently [upon it].. The white planet (interpreted here as Ketu), blazing fiercely like a fire
accompanied by smoke, has entered and remains in Jyestha, the resplendent Naksatra of
Indra.
—MRIC ITNAMDERB) FT—ILT7 « N=ILTZ— IhBH KETIIHEXNDICED E.
RAT (WLFERE) EHZEIAEEZERNT 5. 1207—T T VICBVWTNABITA SIS
X9 B7-%. bhagam naksatramakramyald v ZHAYASADF IS v FSEMET 31
CHERTE 3, Fleo AB/TRAE LAF—2—TL ARTIE. —RABRBXRDAAsAbagyam
(FE7%) TR% L, BARNICHEEbhagam (NAHD) ZHALTED. ThHNAH=T
NTEVWSHKBOEREXITFTI2ERRIRILE BB,
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The expression “Bhaga's Naksatra” is generally understood to denote Parva Phalguni. In this
article, however, | examine the possibility that it instead refers to the Makara (Capricorn)
sector on the basis of deity correspondences.

Among the twelve Adityas, Bhaga corresponds to Makara; accordingly, bhagam
naksatramakramya may be interpreted as “Sani afflicts the Naksatra(s) within Makara.”
Furthermore, the authoritative Gita Press edition adopted in this study reads bhagam (of
Bhaga) rather than the adjective bhagyam(fortunate) found in many commonly circulated
recensions. This variant provides important textual support for identifying Bhaga with
Makara, the interpretation proposed in this article.
2020F4NER. v = (£8) BYX (HFE) BF¥DNS5IHS (LFE) ABITTHEEIC
HHO. 1H24BICXRASANELTce ZOEHBIDI1A23H. FE - EHHAFHFRICKKIT T2E
OOy oA ERIBLTWVWS, AE3F228ICIIY VAT (KE) BIAFTARAL. #F
wmIv<-3—H GEO#&ESR)1 PMERIN. CNEFRT B LS. 3BFaL S TaICH
VT TRCKFEE TEHEHBEIRL CIER LT, T5IC3A30H. JIL (KRE) FTHH=Z—F ¥

(HZR) THBINAIANETI 2. BEDIBICIBERISONEMUETO Y 47 >34k ERH
PEEIN. [ATAHR—L) PMERNBRRO-H>EE o7,

[F#H Dsaryaputrena pidyate (KFFDF,/ TE2ICKL>THEEIND) & HESHIECHEHE
B, BREADICLZIMEEZRET . CNIEERKOOY /AT R THRFIZREICRMLT
W3, oo BERpIAICIE Tz BE T2 MBLAIT2) TEEe5X%1 LVLSEKD
HO. HROEHHEOR R Z E IFLRIFEICHET LTV 3,

BHE YATICKRRITENARIE HEFRNLDZHD] ZHRET 3. CHISFEDERY
HREDHZIEIDTIZHRL N T I v I 2RRICSERANRRICLY o7 TEREAICES
BIADEFPHH (HEEXTRNME)] ICWTE. BERNSORTZBIICESLHRTT L
Do

At the beginning of 2020, Sani (Saturn) was passing through the transitional phase from
the latter degrees of Dhanu (Sagittarius) into Makara (Capricorn), finally entering Makara
on 24 January. On the previous day, 23 January, Wuhan—the first city in the world to do so
—entered a complete lockdown. On 22 March, Mangala(Mars) also entered Makara,
forming the powerful Yama-yoga ("the conjunction of death"). Correspondingly, from mid
to late March, lockdowns rapidly spread across cities throughout Europe and North
America. Then, on 30 March, even Guru (Jupiter) entered Makara, the sign of its nica
(debilitation). In April, more than 150 countries imposed lockdowns and mandatory
closures, while "Stay Home" became a global slogan.

The expression slryaputrena pidyate ("afflicted by the Son of the Sun," i.e. Sani) symbolizes
oppression through social institutions, systems of governance, and state authority. It
strikingly reflects the lockdowns and administrative restrictions imposed during the
pandemic. Moreover, the verbal root p1d also carries the senses "to besiege a city," "to press
down," and "to inflict suffering," remarkably capturing the reality of urban lockdowns at that
time. Furthermore, Bhaga, the deity corresponding to Makara, also symbolizes what may be
termed "the communist principle." This should not be understood as referring to any
particular nation or political party, but rather as a warning, transcending time and space,
against the rapid global expansion of state surveillance and control over individuals under
the pretext of the pandemic.
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BIFIA23HICIE. VAN RZRTRTBZT— b Pz—2aF—A"ERBANLT. N5
2020FFKICHRD TEIZ DM 5 TRDBRIRITI ALAD SR 2RDERELUR
AL TREIC—HT 5. @ - KIE - RENKCZRBZAELNETLAENOSYH— (£ -
Hiz8e) ZHEZL. ARBICRIBVER (V1ILR) POIFU2RBITE57—buoH
CI—2aZ—-~NETLEEOTH S,

Thereafter, Mangala (Mars) began its vakra (retrograde) motion in Mesa (Aries) on 10
September 2020. After retreating as far as Mina (Pisces) on 4 October, it continued its
retrograde motion until the middle of November. The early degrees of Mesa form a close
Rasi-drsti with the region of Magha Naksatra. Furthermore, on 23 September 2020, Ketu,
here interpreted as signifying viruses, entered Jyestha. These configurations correspond
precisely to both the onset and the rapid escalation of the second wave, when the world
shifted from the complacency of summer to the explosive spread of infections during the
winter of 2020. This was because Mars, the planet governing high fever, inflammation, and
sudden calamities, struck Magha—the Naksatrasymbolizing kingship and governmental
authority—while moving in retrograde motion. At the same time, Ketu, signifying invisible
threats such as viruses, as well as vaccines, entered Jyestha.

FE2B23MICIEUT DL S ICEBEINT VS,

Verse 23 of Chapter 2 states as follows:

JI8Y: YHATEA: WA T chrfdehi | T=ats Yefmauigusauisrsde | :3 |l
H=—ILT«hBOEBBATHBICHIDDOE5T. AIFNKEZKRV. EoTDERZRILH -
feco BRAMBDL S HBEZTFY. REIGEEZEDE3BRICEE > TV,

On the full moon night of Karttika, the Moon appeared dim and indistinct, deprived of its
radiance. It assumed the color of fire, while the sky was suffused with the hue of a lotus.
FLTERIC, 20208 11BOA—ITA hBICEFv>RZ - 3N\ (B#) BELBDT
HB. o F2E3ZFICITIRD & S BEKRVFEHD H B

Indeed, during the month of Karttika in November 2020, a Candra-grahana (lunar eclipse)
actually occurred.Moreover, Verse 33 of Chapter 2 contains another particularly intriguing
passage:

Y T AETER: TWH: 3@a W: [aT-H 9 I&di Hud-agfama:|l 33 |
E—DBVWETHBICENMDDET. BBRIERDLSBRENVEIE o Tco MIURED
MH 5. IROFHH EAL TIFNESL TWL,

Though the sky was cloudless, a most dreadful peal of thunder resounded. Tears fell from
the weeping mounts and vehicles, dropping upon the earth.

vahana (ED#). CCTIRE - R) BEFZESBNOKEUTH S, BEKRRVL I LIS, TAK
ETRAONCEDPZABRORHBE LTHAVWSNTWS, K aO—AZREWICHLES.
2020F RGEEZ KB EEE DRI & HiNEBE I 5,

The term vahana ("mount" or "vehicle," here referring to horses and elephants) symbolizes
the forces that carry and sustain warfare. Interestingly, in the modern United States, the
donkey and the elephant serve as the symbols of the two major political parties. Read
symbolically, this verse evokes the turmoil and anguish experienced by both sides during
the 2020 U.S. presidential election.
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Particular attention should also be paid to Verse 29 of Chapter 2.

TEIIET: shivif fon aTfoigs T |SRUNed UgRaaerder: [ITes: (IRl

HefzFICL. BZBATCRBELSIBEOEZ Lifl, BICHD . EELOFIJ0HFNNH
WL T

Horsemen, armed with weapons and bearing shields, cried aloud. At the break of dawn,
swarms of locusts appeared in their hundreds.

RERIC2020F(CIF. 7T UA - AR - @VO TV TEENBRROY NI bENY ZORFEED T
H. EFEELRXNGEREHZES LT, COFMIIOFRCERRICRELLDS—DD
HANKEBLDOREZE IFEERICRLTWVS,

Indeed, in 2020, an unprecedented outbreak of desert locusts occurred across Africa, the
Middle East, and South Asia, prompting international organizations to warn of a severe food
crisis. This Sloka exhibits a striking correspondence with another global calamity that
occurred contemporaneously with the COVID-19 pandemic.

I (KE) B>a>77F+%ZEITLI2021F1B7H~3858IF. N> TIVvIRKDOEBHEKT
H3 'E3K DE—VETR2A—HT B, FEX. HATIK1AHI2ZEBNDERERESHHEE
TN, EROBREHZENZE T SERBROBEOP., HAFHAXFBEDED DWW T
TVFUEBH AU T B —F. FEETERLVWVAOYIFZTUHEEANTN., REKOER CFEERK
ORBENMMERAZERIEIBEORATH S, a5V 7T RENATICETIERBTHD. €D
RAFZEFXASZRHET 3. COBEDOFASREEKEZRT BN, £HEHIO0FHEE
AID2019F 128268, 4 X (5IFE) TIRERIC6KREERZHSEFOBMIE LT, TORE.
ROMINTUVWOPMMIBSBRTILTH >fce CNISAEIIBL TS TEBRAEDORIE] IIXTT
BRDSDHTRTHD. BOKKEADREELRTIE>TLEERD. RHMICH [S—-THKE%
BHHAT (B VLWSFEFHZIEN TS,

The period during which Guru (Jupiter) traversed Sravana—from 7 January to 5 March 2021—
corresponds precisely to the peak of the "third wave," the most critical phase of the COVID-
19 pandemic. Indeed, on 8 January 2021, Japan declared its second state of emergency. As
healthcare systems faced an unprecedented risk of collapse, with infection numbers far
exceeding those of previous waves, the world was, quite literally, frozen in fear. While mass
vaccination campaigns began in earnest, strict lockdown measures were reintroduced in
many countries. This was a bitterly cold period during which the threat posed by emerging
variants and the rapid increase in fatalities sent shockwaves throughout the world.

Sravana is a Naksatra belonging to Makara (Capricorn), and Makara symbolizes the Chimera.
In the present context, the Chimera may be understood as representing the emerging viral
variants. Moreover, immediately before the outbreak of the COVID-19 pandemic, on 26
December 2019, an extraordinary solar eclipse occurred in Dhanu (Sagittarius), accompanied
by a rare concentration of six planets. At that time, it was none other than Guru (Jupiter) that
was most heavily eclipsed. This may be interpreted as a heavenly admonition concerning
humanity's destruction of the natural order, as well as a clear portent of the great
catastrophe that would subsequently unfold. The original text likewise contains a verse
describing "Rahuswallowing the Sun" (a solar eclipse).

E3EFE3~4H0
Verses 3-4 of Chapter 3::
e TsauTar fgRe: gty fEg=arecion: uatsfar: |1 3 |
S fagareary aarg=arsirar fiR: | Buer:iRfewdareaiggdyr fawfom: 1y
=FX0A. OUDODIR. AXDOH. ZOo0XEESEZHES. ZDO0DHE. ZHADE. HVWFZHER .
RERE B EENT
Az AKE<AST. THEREZHETIDOREFENT . £loo ZXREDOAEY. EFOR. WEEXD
AR OETYMHERANT.
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Ominous beasts were born bearing three horns, four eyes, five legs, and two organs of
generation. They possessed two heads, two tails, and fearsome fangs.

Creatures were born with gaping mouths, uttering inauspicious cries. Three-legged peacocks,
monstrous birds, and beings endowed with four fangs or horns also appeared.

A aO0—NICHEINIEEFEOEYIE. BAOHBICIOFT VI ADEFRHFETECPRAR
BLIRRAZEBESE %, XKEEEDSFAXASTORENTRIND COFHAICEVLWTIE. &IE
FORAZEZRHITIHEELTHOCCEDABRTH S 50 T V—HlISHEPEAR DK
EHENTCREZRBICHEVTWVS, NYTIvINARREDOAE 5T ERAPLEERR
FT—ETERALOWLLIZ. TRICERICET B,

The monstrous creatures described in these verses readily evoke, for the modern reader,
electron microscope images of the coronavirus or mutated pathogens. Given that the
planetary configurations discussed above suggest the emergence of a Chimera during this
period, these descriptions may also be interpreted as symbolic representations of pathogens
and genetic mutations. Sage Vyasa appears to depict, in symbolic form, a state in which the
order of both society and the natural world has fallen into disorder. The comparison with the
modern pandemic—which transformed not only human society but also ecosystems and
ways of life—deserves careful consideration.

FEHBE NITIYIICEITRIRIFETIIUATOL S ICHIET B,

FIREH (2020FH) : KEDA—2 v THEITL. IA—ABIUBRFI S a7 ZHM. &5
ICT—boRPx—2a82—I0ETL. D—ITs HhAOARLRE, CNSDEENRITZIE
HWICRILAI B (1485574 - 1681),

PR DERE (2021FHI5E)  ZDERLEEBHICAEBN 25T 77 (RREETHSOFREE
) ICAN%. BEK (FX3F) ORBICED NAHORBEHEDOHERNRKIN. REBOE
W (3K =BV (1480F1#),

BWOEEN (20205F~2023%F) : COMEHR. TERINAROEE (YH35) ZEELEIT.
HANLBERGHCAKEDOBEZ RENISRE DT fce (148518F)

COELIIE. TV —HUIIHBREOREDEMNZRRL IO TIEAV, My AL SHFICRR
TAEANDOHR 2. TNZREITIBNLBREOET L FTIKOELRD L LT, —ROFELTE
EHICHATEDTH %,

In summary, the planetary movements associated with the pandemic may be outlined as
follows.

Portents and Escalation (Autumn 2020): Mars entered retrograde motion in Mesa (Aries),
forming a powerful Rasi-drsti upon Magha. At the same time, Ketu entered Jyestha, while a
lunar eclipse occurred during the month of Karttika. Together, these configurations appear
to have corresponded to the explosive expansion of the pandemic (first half of Verse 14 and
Verse 16).

Collapse of the Defensive Line (Early 2021): With the arrival of winter, Jupiter entered
Sravana, the central Naksatra of Makara, its sign of debilitation. The emergence of viral
variants (the Chimera) overwhelmed both human immunity and the defensive structures of
society, culminating in the unprecedented crisis of the third wave (first half of Verse 14).
Consolidation of Destiny (2020-2023): Throughout this period, Saturn continued to afflict the
domain of Bhaga (Makara), thereby establishing the long-term structure of global state
control and the great catastrophe (second half of Verse 14).

Thus, Sage Vyasa was not recording the planetary positions of a few particular days. Rather,
he enshrined in a single profound prophetic poem a trial of humanity extending over
months and years, expressed through the convergence of dramatic celestial movements
and ominous portents. 3 T
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Life after Death

Maa Maa There is no one like your Maa,
whenever my mother’s thought comes to my
mind the below line of code comes in front of
me.

Swargadapi Gariyast Janant Ma Dharitri
Dayamayt Karuna Ta Ma, Tora Tulana Nahr.

O Mother, you are greater even than heaven.
You are the embodiment of compassion and
kindness. There is none who can ever be
compared with you.

Whenever | think of my mother, these
beautiful lines naturally arise in my heart. No
words can truly describe a mother's
unconditional love, sacrifice, and affection.
She is the first teacher, the first protector, and
the first glimpse of God's love in our lives.

One question has always fascinated humanity:
What happens after death? Every person, at
some point in life, wonders about this
mystery. Philosophers, saints, and scriptures
have contemplated it for centuries. Yet, until
we personally encounter the loss of a loved
one, it often remains only a philosophical
guestion.

| never gave much thought to life after death

until I lost my mother.
About a year ago, my mother suddenly fell

seriously ill and passed away on the very
same day. At that time, | was far away from
home. The only opportunity | had to see her
was through a video call as she lay on her
deathbed.

| felt utterly helpless. | prayed to every form of
God | knew, begging for her life to be spared.
Yet, despite all my prayers, | could not stop
the inevitable. | lost my mother forever.

The following morning | reached my native
place. My relatives had gathered around her
body. According to our Hindu tradition, |
offered sacred basil leaves (tulasi) and water
into her mouth before we carried her to Purl
to perform her final rites.

| Saumyakanta Das
Kolkata

As | sat beside her, one thought kept
returning to my mind: How powerless
we human beings truly are. No wealth,
no knowledge, no influence can prevent
death. Before death, everyone stands
equal.

According to Hindu tradition, the family
observes ten days of mourning and
performs various rituals. One of these
customs is to first offer every meal to
the departed soul before anyone else
eats. It is traditionally believed that the
departed soul remains connected with
the family until the completion of these
rites.

Yet another question arose within me:
What happens after these rituals are
completed? Where does the soul go?
Does it take another birth?

The Bhagavad Gita provides a profound
answer. It teaches that just as a person
discards worn-out garments and puts on
new ones, the soul leaves one body and
assumes another according to its karma.
However, when the soul realizes its true
nature and attains the Supreme Lord,
the cycle of birth and death comes to an
end. Such a liberated soul no longer
returns to worldly existence.
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This realization transformed my
understanding of life.

At the final moment, no possessions
accompany us. Wealth, status, relatives, and
friends all remain behind. Only our actions,
our inner character, and above all, our
relationship with the Supreme accompany the
soul. This does not mean we should pray only
when difficulties arise. Rather, we should
cultivate a loving relationship with God
throughout our lives—not merely to ask for
our desires to be fulfilled, but to surrender
ourselves completely to His wisdom.

We may certainly place our worries before
Him, but we should also trust His judgment.
God knows what is truly beneficial for us far
better than we do ourselves. Such devotion
gradually becomes pure, selfless, and
unwavering.

Another lesson became equally clear to me.
While we are alive, we should never
deliberately hurt another person or wound
anyone's feelings. Our words, actions, and
conduct leave impressions not only upon
ourselves but also upon others. A life lived with
kindness, compassion, and integrity earns the
heartfelt prayers of people. Such blessings
become a source of peace.

The greatest tribute we can offer to our
departed loved ones is not merely through
rituals, but by living a life guided by dharma,
compassion, and devotion.

As we celebrate the sacred festival of
Rathayatra, | pray that Lord Jagannatha
blesses everyone with good health, peace,
wisdom, and unwavering devotion.

Jaya Jagannathal!
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June 5,2026:

World Environment Day

This significant occasion serves as a powerful
reminder of the urgent need to redress
pressing environmental challenges,including
climate change,air quality deterioration,plastic
pollution,deforestation.

Every year on June 5 millions of people
across the globe come together to celebrate
World Environment Day,an initiative aimed at
encouraging environmental measures and
collective action for a greener,sustainable
future. From community clean- up devices
and tree planting campaigns to sustainable
pledges and various types of educational
workshops ,this auspicious occasion serves as
a reminder that protecting Mother Earth is a
shared responsibility.

This day is the United Nation's flagship
campaign for promoting environmental
awareness and action spearheaded by the
United Nations Environment Programme
(UNEP) .Since 1973 it has grown into the
world’'s largest outreach platform,engaging
governments,businesses,and individuals
across more than 150 nations.

The annual observance seeks to inspire
positive environmental actions,while drawing
attention to some of the world’s most
pressing ecological challenges including
climate change ,pollution of land ,air and the
sea,deforestation,biodiversity loss,water
scarcity and waste management. These issues
are no longer distant concerns.Rising
temperatures,extreme  weather  events,
declining wild life population,and growing
plastic pollution are severely affecting
communities  worldwide.  This  occasion
encourages people to move beyond
awareness ,and take meaningful action
,whether by reducing waste,conserving water
,planting trees,switching to more sustainable
products for generating environmentally
responsible strategies.This day also highlights
the importance of collective action ,reminding
each one of us that small changes at the local
level can contribute to global impact.

Dr. Debakanta Mishra, Cuttack

The official theme for the year 2026 is

“Inspired by Nature.For Climate.For OurFuture.”,
with the campaign slogan

“ Now for Climate”,

which focuses heavily on urgent climate action

and nature- based options.

This year Azerbaijan will hold the global
observance ,while a cascade of events
campaigns,and creative actions will unfold
across continents - on screens,streets,and
in communities everywhere. Without
further elaboration about the utmost
importance and significance of this
important occasion,|l sincerely feel that
though this crisis is at present alarming
and indicates an upcoming of a
catastrophe ,which may result in the
ultimate extinct of our species from the
surface of the Earth because of our
materialistic aspirations overpowering our
conscience,nowhere due satisfactory
action is taken to tackle this most
important challenge for our sustainable
survival on this unique life- generating
planet.

Neither due action is take at internal level
arriving at a consensus befitting this
calamity to be mitigated or its intensity of
harmful impacts are minimised steadily
with time at a satisfactory rate. Even then
,as responsible world citizens we need to
urgently change our life style to minimise
our ecological footprints ,expecting
optimistically some incredibly successful
remedial measures are taken in near
future to save mankind and the entire
living kingdom from this disaster before it
turns out to be irreversible.
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Such optimism is not all illogical or a hype because all
the means to mitigate this crisis by utilising
technological means- by properly dovetailing modern
frontier technologies with traditional one’s- is well
known to us, the only factor posing a hindrance is the
prevailing geopolitics worldwide and ideal leadership
to tackle this grave situation.Therefore,let us not lose
hope. Before concluding this narrative it is not out of
context to mention here very briefly about the
developments carried out in our own country .

India is now one among the foremost nations ,who
have taken adequate remedial measures to mitigate
this disaster by developing green technologies such as
generating solar energy,enhancing less pollutive
nuclear energy production ,producing green hydrogen
as fuel and manufacturing more electric automobiles
so that India will become a zero carbon emission
nation by 2070. But the actions taken simultaneously
to increase urbanisation,for industrialisation,mining
,modernising tourism at delicate ,fragile topologies in
many sensitive parts of our country are now a matter
of concern for the environmentalists of the country. It
is urgently felt that our actions must be synchronised
so that ecology and economy will not have any scope
to contradict each other.

Last but not the least, | wish a happy World
Environment Day to all my friends,expecting that each
of us will not failin our duties to minimise our
ecological footprint to lessen the harmful impact of
this crisis.

Jai Jagannath
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The Blue Wheel
$H e

Atop the temple spire

Above the blue wheel

The sacred flag Patita Pavana
dances in the wind.

Along the Grand Road,

at every few steps

I pause to behold it, then walk on
as I draw closer to the Lion Gate.

You are the God I worship.
You are the holy shrine itself.
You are the radiant Blue Wheel,
You are the fluttering flag.

You are the atom and

You are the infinite sky.

® :-:( -

You are the boundless sea, and
every glistening drop within it.

You are life's beginning
and its ultimate end.
You are the journey and
You are the destination.
The moment my thoughts
rest upon You,

fear melts into peace.

You dwell in every creature,

in every pulse of existence,

in the living and the lifeless alike.
Blessed is the one

who awakens to this truth

and knows You by experience.

il

Dr Chittaranjan Misra,
Puri, Odisha
chittaranjanmisra @ gmail.com

When every joy and every
sorrow is laid at Your feet,
they turn into Mahaprasad.
In loving service to You,

life finds its wholeness

and every shadow of despair
fades away.

However, we all call Your name
from whatever path we come.
You hear every prayer.

The Patita Pavana flies high above,
proclaiming hope for the fallen.
You, the Guardian of devotees,

in Your boundless compassion,
receive my humble supplicatione

Through peril and misfortune,
Your unseen presence leads me
onward. Across the turbulent
ocean of worldly life,

You steer my fragile boat,

placing the oar gently
into my hands.



ecently, we had gone to Puri on my birthday. That
day, while bidding farewell to the sea, I made a
wish in my heart: “O Sea! Won't you give me

something?” As if the sea would truly give me something,
I simply could not bring myself to leave the shore.

A lot of time passed in the meantime. I kept watching
every single wave. Finally, controlling my emotions, I lost
myself in God’s wondrous creation and the vastness of
the Mahodadhi (the great ocean). Since the deities were
in the Anasara Ghar (the period of seclusion), I was
deprived of the customary darshan of Lord Jagannath,
which left a lingering sense of unfulfilled longing

somewhere in my heart.

Within the deep darkness where the sky and the sea
seemed to meet on the distant horizon, [ was searching
for the Lord of my life, Shri Jagannath. I kept thinking,
if only the sea would give me an idol of Lord Jagannath...
Again and again, I found myself gazing at the incoming
tides.

<+~ THE GIFT FROM THE SEA <+

Just then, a massive wave came rushing in. Seeing its
force, my husband shouted loudly to warn me. Although
I instantly stepped back, the wave came up to my knees
and touched me, and in my heart, I two felt touched by
the depths of the ocean.

At that very moment, | saw something floating towards
me and coming to rest right in front of me. I called our,
“Look! The sea has given me something.”

Moving closer, my husband replied loudly, “Don’t be
silly. It must be an empty coconut shell. Come away
quickly.”

There was no moon in the sky. In the darkness, it was
difficult to make out what the object was. Thinking,
“Whatever it may be, let me lock at it first,” I bent down
towards the shape lying on the wet sand.

As I leaned closer, Lord Jagannath’s round, wheel-like
eye (Chaka Akhi) caught my sight.

Overwhelmed with emotion, I picked it up. It was a
wooden idol (Daru Bigraha) of Lord Jagannath, about
a cubit long. A shiver ran through my entire body.

With tears of joy, | exclaimed, “Listen! What a wonder!
I never imagined that the ocean would truly give me an
idol of Lord Jagannath.”

My husband came closer and looked at the wooden
idol. The colour of the Lord’s right eye had faded. Holding
Him tightly in my arms, I said in a choked voice that I
wanted to take my Lord home with me.

GLORY TO THE
PLAYFUL LORD’S

DIVINE PLAY
—gll—

D Susama'isra

He replied, “Wheo brings home a deity whose paint has
faded? Someone must have immersed it here under some
circumstance. Why would you take it? Why are you
holding it like this?”

I answered, “Knowing the deepest desire of my heart,
Jagannath Himself has revealed Himself to me. Tell me,
how can I leave Him? Had I not asked the sea, I might
never have thought this way. If it had been any other
object, 1 would have thrown it away. But I have found
Jagannath! And that too, He has come to me on my
birthday. Is this not a touch of divine grace?”

However, he gently but firmly took the idol from my
hands and threw it back into the sea. Sprinkling a little
seawater on his head, he folded his hands towards the sea
and the sky.

Then he said, “Sprinkle some seawater on your head
and come with me.”

I followed him silently.

At that moment, my eyes were filled with tears—but
how could he possibly know that?

13
I have nothing left to ask of You,
For You have already given me
everything that is mine. 9

That was not the only occasion on which I felt the Lord’s
unseen presence in my life. I would like to share another
experience that strengthened my faith in His boundless grace.

<+ THE MIRACLE OF THE SACRED TULSI <=

The path of life is not alway. _aocoth, One has to endure
many hardships and setbacks. At one point, a major crisis
loomed over our family. Time passed in deep anxiety and
mental anguish. Pouring out my grief before Lord Jagannath,
I had surrendered myself completely at His feet.

One night, I had a dream.
I found myself crushed under the weight of an unimaginable
humiliation. Though innocent, 1 was being subjected to

severe and undeserved punishment. Many strangers stood
around watching, yet not a single familiar face was among
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Why is Education so Important
for the Economy?

Education is vital for a strong economy because
it helps people develop the skills needed for a
variety of jobs. When more people have access
to good education, they can get better jobs and
work more efficiently, which lead to increased
productivity and economic growth. A well-
educated workforce attracts businesses and
encourages innovation, helping the economy to
grow and create more opportunities for
everyone.

Additionally, education helps reduce poverty
and inequality by giving people the tools they
need to succeed. When individuals have a
good education, they are more likely to find
stable, well-paying jobs. This not only
improves their own lives but also benefits
society as a whole by boosting economic
activity and reducing reliance on government
support. In short, investing in education is

investing in a healthier, more prosperous
economy. Education is also important for
modern jobs to be able to develop in various
ways so that the human economy can expand
in further technologies, resources, jobs and
most importantly health care. Without
education the world would not know how

to develop as the people living would be
clueless on how to invent, idealise since they
are uneducated on all the basic pieces of
knowledge to do so. Education is the base
priority to land any sort of work or job
environment as it is the common basic criteria
needed in order to be deemed worthy for the
job.

Supporting the Sustainable Development
Goal (SDG) 4, which aims to ensure inclusive
and equitable quality education and promote
lifelong learning opportunities for all, is
essential for long-term economic and social
development.

S
= &
Soham Mishra

Grade: 11 Place: Tokyo

A

3

According to the United Nations, educationis a
key driver of sustainable development because
it reduces poverty, improves health, promotes
gender equality, and creates better employment
opportunities. UNESCO reports that global adult
literacy has increased to 88%, while youth
literacy has reached 93%, showing that
continued investment in education is making a
positive difference. However, around 754 million
adults worldwide remain unable to read or
write, with women making up nearly two-thirds
of this number, highlighting the need for greater
educational access. Furthermore, the United
Nations reports

that global primary school completion has
reached 88%, but upper secondary completion
remains at only 61%, demonstrating that many
students still face barriers to finishing school.
Achieving SDG 4 will help create a more skilled
workforce, encourage innovation, strengthen
healthcare systems, and support technological
advancements. By investing in quality education
for everyone, governments can reduce
inequality, improveeconomic productivity, and
build stronger, moreresilient communities.
Education remains oneofthemost effective
investments any country canmakefor a
sustainable and prosperous future.
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Bachelor's of Science in |
Environmental Sciences
(Honours & Research)

>IfWhere Patience Blossoms*

N
‘ Patience is something we should = xp.0d Security Beyond Today's Needs*

“  learn from a flower. When a seed is
Food security means ensuring that

sown in the soil, it doesn't every person has access to safe,
nutritious, and sufficient food at all

blossom instantly. It has to endure times for a healthy and active life. It

the darkness, remain silent within is closely connected with reducing
hunger, improving nutrition, and
the earth, wait for the rain, ' achieving sustainable development.

Although food production has

embrace the sunshine, and growa increased over the years, millions of

little bit each day. If it hurries, it | People still suffer from hunger
i because of poverty, unequal food

may never bloom. Life is like that. = distribution, climate change, food
. wastage, and population growth. In

Not every hard work bears fruit, °  |ngia, the National Food Security Act

(2013), Public Distribution System,
Mid-Day Meal Scheme, and Poshan

not every dream comes true i Abhiyaan play an important role in

. . i improving food access for vulnerable
overnight. Sometimes, the =  communities. At the same time,

reducing food waste is equally
important because large quantities of

not every prayer is answered, and

greatest strength lies in pausing,

waiting, and maintaining faith. The || edible food are lost during
L . production, transportation, storage,
flower knows its time will come, sO - and consumption_ Promoting

sustainable agriculture, efficient

it endures every season with
i resource management, better Storage

patience. We too must have faith & facilities, awareness about
. . responsible consumption, and
in ourselves, because those things *%  community participation can

strengthen food security. Achieving
Zero Hunger (SDG 2) requires the
combined efforts of governments,
industries, farmers, and citizens.
Ensuring food security is not only
about feeding people today but also
about protecting natural resources
and securing a healthy, hunger-free
future for the coming generations.

that take time to bloom are the &
most beautiful, fragrant, and ;'.-':

memorable.
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THE INNER
ZEN s T SIGNIFICANCE
OF
RAMAYANA

’ ' Lipsa"l’\/li_éhra
N\~ MSc(Environmental Science )

-

Introduction

The Ramayana is not merely a compilation of
incidents such as the abduction of Sita, the exile
of Rama, or the death of Ravana. These events
constitute only the outer narrative. To truly
understand the Ramayana, one must grasp its
deeper spiritual significance and symbolic
meaning.
Ayodhya — The Heart

Ayodhya is not merely the capital city of
Kosala. Spiritually, it signifies the human
heart, the inner seat of consciousness,
surrounded by the ten senses.

The Three Queens

The three queens—Kausalya, Sumitra, and Kaikeyi— *

represent the three gunas (qualities of nature):
e Sattva — Purity and harmony
¢ Rajas — Activity and passion
e Tamas — Inertia and ignorance

The Four Brothers

The four brothers symbolize the four Purusharthas

(goals of human life):

¢ Rama - Dharma (Righteousness)

¢ Lakshmana — Artha (Wealth)

e Bharata — Kama (Desire)

¢ Shatrughna — Moksha (Liberation)
Rama and Sita — Dharma and Wisdom

Dharma seeks Jnana (Wisdom). Therefore, Rama, the &
embodiment of Dharma, marries Sita, the &

embodiment of Wisdom.

When Rama and Sita enter the forest, it symbolizes &

the soul's journey through the forest of ignorance.

Ravana, representing evil and ignorance, abducts Sita, @ :
signifying the loss of wisdom through attachment to _.f;

worldly desires.

=4
Sugriva and Vali — Discrimination and
Indiscrimination

In his search for Sita, Rama encounters:

¢ Sugriva, who symbolizes Viveka
(Discrimination)
¢ Vali, who symbolizes Aviveka
(Indiscrimination)
Rama befriends discrimination and
destroys indiscrimination, teaching that
spiritual progress is possible only
. through discernment.
** Hanuman - Courage and Devotion

To cross the ocean of worldly attachment,
Rama receives the help of Hanuman, the

- embodiment of courage, devotion, and
unwavering faith.
With Hanuman's assistance, Rama
crosses the ocean and confronts:

. * YVibhishana - Sattva (Serenity and

i Purity)

' e« Ravana - Rajas (Passion and
2 Restlessness)

Ignorance)
Victory of Sattva
- Dharma destroys:
. o Tamas (Kumbhakarna)
%+ Rajas (Ravana)
= and establishes Sattva by crowning
& Vibhishana King.
3 Thereafter, Rama regains Sita,
24 symbolizing the restoration of realized
® wisdom. The transformation of
knowledge into lived experience is true
: ¥ wisdom. Such w1sd0m is attained only

¢ Kumbhakarna — Tamas (Inertia and
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= Reflection on the Name of Rama

""Sweeter than sugar, tastier than curd, sweeter indeed than honey is the

continued

7

N

name 'Rama’. Constant repetition of this sweet name bestows the taste of ™~
divine nectar itself. Therefore, one should contemplate and repeat®

Ramanama incessantly."

The Spiritual Journey of Vibhishana
Although Vibhishana was inherently sattvic,
he lived among rajasic and tamasic
influences. Similarly, even a noble person
living in a materialistic world can be affected
by surrounding influences.

Yet Vibhishana remained steadfast. He
endured many hardships and patiently
waited for the right moment. Ultimately, he
was crowned by Rama Himself, symbolizing
the triumph of purity and faith.

Ravana - The Fall Through Faithlessness
Ravana possessed immense knowledge and
performed severe penance. However, lacking
true faith and humility, he descended into
spiritual darkness.

Penance and knowledge should strengthen
one's faith in God. In Ravana's case, they
instead fostered ego and pride, leading to his
downfall.

<
et

The Eternal Conflict
The Ramayana portrays the eternal
conflict between:

¢ Truth and falsehood

* Justice and injustice

¢ Righteousness and unrighteousness

* Good and evil
This battle is not confined to ancient
history; it takes place continuously within
the human heart.
Blessed is the person who transcends this
inner conflict and emerges victorious.
When such victory is achieved, true Rama
Rajya dawns within and ultimately upon
the earth. o
e

C el

Sai Pratik Sahoo,
Class - IX,
Mabharishi Vidya Mandir,

Nayagarh,Odisha.



Sri Baladevjew of e o

Kendrapara N
The Living Glory of Tulasi Kshetra™

Odisha is a sacred land of temples,
traditions, and timeless devotion. Among
its most beloved shrines stands the
famous Sri Baladevjew Temple at Ichhapur,
near Kendrapara. Dedicated to Lord
Baladevjew—also known as Balarama or
Balabhadra, the elder brother of Lord
Jagannath—this temple is one of the most
important pilgrimage centres of Odisha. It
is popularly known as Tulasi Kshetra, a
holy place deeply connected with faith,
culture, and history.

According to local belief and temple
tradition, Lord Baladevjew blessed this
sacred region and made it a place of divine
protection. Over the centuries, the temple
grew into a major Vaishnava centre where
Lord Baladevjew is worshipped with Lord
Jagannath and Devi Subhadra. For the
people of Kendrapara, Baladevjew is not
only a deity but also a guardian of the
district and a symbol of strength,
compassion, and righteousness.

Sri Baladevjew Temple,
Kendrapara, Odisha

Amiya Samal
Tokyo

The temple is admired for its spiritual
atmosphere, traditional rituals, and
grand celebrations. One of its most
famous offerings is Rasabali, a sweet
delicacy loved by devotees. The
greatest festival of the temple is the
Rath Yatra, when thousands of
devotees gather to pull the chariot of
the Lord with deep devotion and joy.
During this festival, Kendrapara
comes alive with bhajans, prayers,
and a sea of faith.

Sri Baladevjew Temple is more than a
place of worship—it is the cultural
soul of Kendrapara. It connects
mythology with history, devotion
with community life, and the past
with the present. Even today, the
temple continues to inspire countless
devotees and visitors with its divine
presence and living traditions. The
glory of Sri Baladevjew reminds us
that faith, heritage, and devotion are
treasures that guide generations and
keep the spirit of Odisha shining
forever.
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Sacred Connections

Similarities Between
Indian Gods and Japanese Gods

India and Japan stand as two luminous
civilizations, steeped in profound spiritual
legacies, ancient wisdom, and an enduring
reverence for the sacred. Though
geographically distant, their metaphysical
traditions reveal striking convergences,
largely shaped by the sacred transmission of
Buddhist philosophy from the Indian
subcontinent to the Japanese archipelago
across the corridors of time.

A particularly evocative parallel emerges in
the divine resonance between the Hindu
goddess Saraswati and the Japanese deity
Benzaiten. Saraswati, the celestial
embodiment of knowledge, eloquence,
music, and the fine arts, is venerated as the
fountainhead of intellectual and creative
illumination. In Japan, Benzaiten manifests
these same ethereal qualities, presiding
over harmony, artistic expression, and the
flow of wisdom, thus reflecting a shared
archetype of divine inspiration.

Equally compelling is the spiritual
correspondence between the revered Hindu
deity Ganesha and the esoteric Japanese
figure Kangiten. Ganesha, the remover of
obstacles and the harbinger of auspicious
beginnings, traversed cultural boundaries
through the vehicle of Buddhist esotericism.
In his Japanese form as Kangiten, he retains
his symbolic potency, embodying prosperity,
joy, and the transcendence of worldly
impediments.

The Vedic deity Indra, sovereign of the
celestial realms and master of thunder and
rain, finds his counterpart in Japan as
Taishakuten. Both figures are exalted as
formidable guardians of cosmic order,
wielding divine authority to uphold
righteousness and protect the sanctity of
the heavens.

Upasana Acharya
Financial Analyst

Similarly, the austere figure of Yama,
the Hindu lord of death and moral
adjudication, is mirrored in the
Japanese deity Enma. Both preside over
the afterlife, serving as impartial
arbiters who weigh the deeds of souls
and determine their karmic destiny with
unwavering justice.

These profound correspondences
illuminate the sacred journey of spiritual
doctrines across Asia, where they were
not merely adopted but transformed,
harmonizing with indigenous beliefs while
preserving their essential truths. They
reveal a shared metaphysical heritage
that binds India and Japan in a tapestry of
divine continuity and cultural symbiosis.

In the present age, these transcendent
connections continue to inspire seekers
and devotees alike, reminding humanity
that the virtues of wisdom, compassion,
justice, and abundance are not confined
by geography, but are universal principles
that resonate across all realms of
existence.
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Painting a Better Future

Nature is one of the most beautiful gifts
around us. It gives us fresh air, water,
sunlight, trees, flowers, and many other
things that make life possible and
beautiful. Without nature, life on Earth
would not exist.

On 6th June, | got a wonderful
opportunity to take part in a nature
painting activity. It was a very exciting and
enjoyable experience for me. This activity
helped me feel closer to nature and
understand its importance in our lives. |
also listened to a speech that taught us
how much we depend on nature every
day.

World Environment Day is celebrated on
5th June. Nature gives us many things
that help us live. The sun gives us warmth
and light, air helps us breathe, and water
is one of the most important resources
on Earth. Trees also play a very important
role because they provide oxygen and
keep our environment healthy and green.

Today, pollution and climate change are
affecting our planet. People cut down
trees, waste water, and pollute the
environment. We should all do small
things to help nature, like planting trees,
saving water, keeping our surroundings
clean, and reducing plastic use. Small
actions by each person can make a big
difference for the future.

o 2026
NAJORLD ENVIRONMENT DAY
SHREEJAGANNATH SOCTETY JAPAN . 8
A = J - v

Akshita Mishra
Class 6, I1ISJ Tokyo Japan.

My mother and | decided to create a painting
that included these important elements of
nature along with Mount Fuji. The theme of
this year's Environment Day is "Our
Climate, Our Future.” Inspired by this, the
tagline for my painting is:

"One Climate, One Future,

One Chance to Secure It."

Let us all promise to love, protect, and care
for nature because a healthy planet means a
happy future for everyone.

G
CLEAN

PLANET
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From Puri to Tokyo
The Global Journey of

Lord Jagannath's Rath Yatra

R i

' JAI SHREE JAGANNATH!!
Mrs. Smriti Alok Mishra

The story of Rath Yatra is not merely the journey of three sacred chariots from the Jagannath
Temple to the Gundicha Temple in Puri. It is the story of a spiritual movement that has
crossed oceans, cultures, and continents, carrying with it the timeless message of Lord
Jagannath—The Lord of The Universe. Among the many international destinations where this
sacred tradition has taken root, Tokyo stands as a remarkable example of how Jagannath
culture has found a home far beyond the shores of India.

The Eternal Journey Begins in Puri

For centuries, the Rath Yatra of Puri has bhi
been one of the most magnificent expressions
of devotion in the world. Every year, millions
gather to witness Lord Jagannath, Lord
Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadra leave their
temple and travel among the people. This
journey symbolizes divine accessibility—the
Lord does not wait for devotees to come to
Him; He comes to them.

The festival's universal appeal lies in this
profound message of inclusiveness. There are
no barriers of caste, nationality, language, or
social status before Lord Jagannath. Everyone
is welcome to participate in pulling the chariot,
singing the Lord's names, and receiving His
blessings.

Crossing Oceans: Rath Yatra Reaches Japan
As Indian culture and spirituality spread across
the world during the twentieth century, the
message of Lord Jagannath also began
reaching new lands. Japan, a nation deeply
rooted in its own spiritual traditions and
respect for cultural heritage, proved to be
fertile ground for the universal teachings
embodied by Rath Yatra.

What began as a small gathering of devotees
gradually evolved into an annual celebration
that attracted participants from the diverse
backgrounds. Japanese citizens, members of
the Indian community, students, tourists, and
spiritual seekers found themselves drawn to
the joyous atmosphere of the festival.

Tokyo: A New Chapter in the Story
of Rath Yatra

In Tokyo, one of the world's most
modern and technologically advanced
cities, the Rath Yatra presents a unique
and inspiring sight. Amid towering
skyscrapers, busy streets, and the fast
pace of urban life, the colourful chariot
of Lord Jagannath moves forward
accompanied by devotional singing,
traditional music, and dancing.

The contrast is striking. Ancient
spiritual traditions meet contemporary
global culture. Yet the essence remains
unchanged. Just as in Puri, the Lord
comes out among the people, inviting
everyone to participate in His journey.
The streets of Tokyo become a
meeting place of civilizations. Indian
devotional music blends with Japanese
curiosity and hospitality. The Rath
Yatra helds in Ram Mandir in Bando &
Sodo, Ibaraki. Rath Yatra Pahandi at
Kasugai, Aichi and SriSri Radhakrishna
Mandir Iskcon Tokyo, Japan. People
who may have never heard of
Jagannath before are welcomed into
the celebration. Many stop to observe,
ask questions, join the procession, and
experience a sense of community
rarely found in modern wurban
environments.



Building Bridges Between Cultures

The significance of Rath Yatra in Tokyo
extends beyond religion. It serves as a
bridge between India and Japan, two
ancient civilizations with rich spiritual
traditions. Through the festival, Japanese
participants gain insight into the
philosophy of devotion, service, and
universal brotherhood that lies at the
heart of Jagannath culture.

At the same time, the Indian community
finds an opportunity to share its heritage
in a positive and inclusive manner.
Cultural performances, traditional music,
spiritual literature, and the distribution of
sanctified  food-Prasad  create  an
atmosphere of friendship and mutual
respect.

In a world often divided by cultural
differences, the Rath Yatra demonstrates
how spiritual celebrations can foster
understanding and human connection.

Why Rath Yatra Resonates in Japan
Japan's  appreciation  for  discipline,
community harmony, and respect for
tradition has enabled many people to
connect naturally with the values
represented by Lord Jagannath. The
festival's emphasis on gratitude, humility,
collective participation, and joyful devotion
resonates with universal human values.
Moreover, the image of people from
different nations pulling the same chariot
together carries a powerful message. It
symbolizes cooperation, unity, and the
shared spiritual journey of humanity.
These ideals are particularly meaningful in
an increasingly interconnected world.

The Future of Jagannath Culture in
Tokyo

Each year, the Rath Yatra in Tokyo attracts
greater attention and participation. What
was once a small spiritual gathering has
become a vibrant cultural event that
introduces thousands of people to the
teachings of Lord Jagannath.

As new generations become involved, the
festival continues to evolve while
preserving its sacred essence. Through
cultural exchange, community
participation, and spiritual inspiration, the
Tokyo Rath Yatra has become an
important chapter in the global story of
Jagannath Sanskriti.

Conclusion

The journey of Rath Yatra from Puri to
Tokyo is a testament to the universal
appeal of Lord Jagannath's message. Across
languages, cultures, and national
boundaries, the festival continues to
inspire people with its vision of equality,
compassion, and divine love.

When the chariot of Lord Jagannath rolls
through the streets of Tokyo, it carries
more than a centuries-old tradition. It
carries a message for the modern world—
that humanity is one family and that the
Lord of the Universe belongs to all. In that
sacred journey, the spirit of Puri lives on in
the heart of Japan, reminding us that true
spirituality knows no borders.

I JAI SHREE JAGANNATH!!
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Entry 1:

Theme: "Temples, shrines,
and spirituality”- Jaganath
Bal Gopal

Name: Avijit Mondal

Affiliation: Watercolor on
paper

Entry 2:
Theme: "Nature &
environment"- My Planet

Name: Oishi Mondal (Age 4+)

Affiliation: Watercolor on
paper



Rruppal Dhandia

This is a beautiful Pichwai painting done on a wooden round board of

Lord Shrinathji , whose divine look is so graceful, as if they are saying,

" Just surrender to me and | will remove all your worries."

Two beautiful Gopis on the sides with a heart full of garland made

with their pure divine love for Shrinathiji.

Not only humans got affection from the Divine, but the cows also

came to get the blessings.

What a beautiful moment to capture..!!

It seems as if | am also there to seek the Divine blessings of

Shrinathiji.

| feel so blessed and grateful to make this beautiful Divine artwork.
Jai Shrinathji
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Nature Painting

Muskan Dhandia

This painting reminds me that true peace is found when
we slow down and connect with nature and our inner
self. The calm water, the quiet surroundings, and the
glowing Buddha create a feeling of peace and balance. It
shows that even in a busy world, happiness and
calmness can be found through mindfulness, patience,
and harmony with nature. The Japanese shrine in the
background reminds me about the peaceful and
beautifully spiritual culture of Japan.
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From the Silent Shiva of Nagoya

to the Universal

LORD JAGANNATHA

Nagoya, one of Japan's vibrant cultural centers, is home to a
remarkable spiritual landmark that often surprises visitors
from Bharath—a majestic image of Lord Shiva at Toganji
Temple. Standing serenely amidst the tranquil surroundings,
this sacred presence serves as a silent reminder that divine
consciousness  transcends  geographical  boundaries.
Thousands of kilometers away from the sacred lands of
India, Lord Shiva continues to bless devotees, seekers, and
travelers alike.

For many Indians residing in Japan, a visit to Toganji Temple
evokes a profound feeling of connection. The peaceful
atmosphere, disciplined surroundings, and deep reverence
shown by Japanese visitors resonate beautifully with the
spiritual values of Sanatana Dharma. In that sacred
silence, one begins to perceive a timeless truth: the Divine is
One, though worshipped through many names and forms.

Among the most profound symbols of this Divine reality is
the Shiva Linga. Far beyond a physical representation, the
Linga signifies the eternal, formless cosmic principle from
which all existence emerges and into which it ultimately
dissolves. Ancient traditions describe the Linga as
embodying the united energies of creation, preservation,
and transformation. The creative power of Brahma, the
SUSTAINING POWER OF VISHNU, and the transformative
power of Shiva coexist within this sacred symbol,
reminding us that the entire universe operates as a
harmonious whole.

——

By Rajesh V
hiv

Vishnu

Brahma

Thus, when | stands before
the Shiva Linga, | am not
merely worshipping a deity
but contemplating the very
source of existence. The
Linga teaches us that all
apparent differences merge
into a single cosmic reality.
It is a symbol of unity,
completeness, and infinite
consciousness.

The scriptures further reveal
another profound dimension
of Lord Shiva through the
concept of the
PANCHABRAHMA—the Five
Divine Faces of Shiva. These
five aspects represent the
various functions through
which the Supreme
Consciousness governs the
universe.
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The wisdom of the Panchabrahma—the Five
Faces of Lord Shiva—extends beyond
theology and reaches into the very fabric of
nature itself. In the spiritual traditions of
Bharath, the universe is composed of five
fundamental elements known as the Pancha
Bhutas: Earth (Prithvi), Water (Jala), Fire (Agni),
Air (Vayu), and Space (Akasha).

These five elements are not merely physical
substances; they are sacred expressions of
Divine consciousness. They form our bodies,
sustain all living beings, and govern the
rhythms of the natural world.
Sadyojata Earth  (Prithvi):
nourishment, and creation.
Represents creation and the manifestation of
existence. It is the power through which the
universe continuously unfolds.

Stability,

Vamadeva: Water (Jala): Compassion,
preservation, and flow
Symbolizes preservation, beauty,

compassion, and divine grace. It reminds us
that all life is sustained through love and
harmony.

Aghora Fire  (Agni):
purification, and renewal.

Transformation,

Represents transformation and purification.
Contrary to common misconceptions, Aghora
is not fearsome but compassionate, removing
ignorance and leading souls toward spiritual
awakening.

Tatpurusha : Air (Vayu): Life force, breath, and
spiritual discipline.

Signifies meditation, discipline, and inner
realization. It is the aspect that inspires
seekers to turn inward and discover the
Divine within themselves.

Ishana: Space (Akasha): Infinite consciousness
and transcendence.

The highest and most subtle aspect,
represents pure consciousness,
transcendence, and liberation. It points

beyond all forms and attributes to the infinite
reality that pervades everything.

Together, these five faces reveal the complete
nature of the Divine—from creation to
liberation, from the visible universe to the
eternal truth beyond it.

This understanding finds a beautiful
resonance in Japan. Throughout Japanese
culture,_nature is regarded with deep
respect and gratitude. Sacred mountains,
ancient trees, flowing rivers, and seasonal
changes are cherished not merely as
natural phenomena but as manifestations
of a greater harmony that sustains life.
When | observes the serene landscapes of
Japan—the majestic silhouette of Mount
Fuji, the blooming cherry blossoms of
spring, the vibrant colors of autumn, or the
quiet snowfall of winter—I can sense the
same reverence for nature that the sages
of India expressed through the concept of
the Pancha Bhutas.

As we contemplate these sacred teachings
during the annual JAGANNATHA RATHA
YATRA celebrations in Nagoya - Kasugai
city, a beautiful spiritual connection
emerges. LORD JAGANNATHA, worshipped
as the Lord of the Universe, embodies the
same universal consciousness that the
Shiva Linga symbolizes. Though devotees
may approach the Divine through Shiva,
Vishnu, Jagannatha, Devi, or countless
other forms, the ultimate destination
remains one.
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The sacred chariot of LORD
JAGANNATHA moving through the
streets of Kasugai city is more than a
religious procession. It is a reminder
that the Divine continuously journeys

into the hearts of humanity,
transcending language, nationality,
and  cultural boundaries.  The

enthusiastic  participation of both
Indian and Japanese  devotees
demonstrates the universal appeal of
spirituality and devotion.

Just as Lord Shiva silently watches over
Nagoya from Toganji Temple, LORD
JAGANNATHA blesses devotees
through His annual Ratha Yatra,
bringing people together in
celebration, service, and devotion.
These sacred manifestations remind
us that while forms may differ, the
Divine essence remains unchanged.

In a world often divided by boundaries,
faith, and identities, the wisdom of
Shiva and the compassion of
Jagannatha teach us a timeless lesson:
all paths ultimately lead to the same
Supreme Reality.

May Lord Shiva illuminate our minds
with wisdom.May LORD JAGANNATHA
guide our chariot of life toward
righteousness.May the sacred bond
between Bharath and Japan continue
to flourish under the blessings of the
Divine.

Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam ! - World is
ONE FAMILY

Jay Jagannatha......!

fag 3k URa
By Rajesh V

Bl

Brief: :Born in Bengaluru - Bharath. A
Mechanical Engineer by Education
and Automobile Enthusiastic by
profession, working with the Lead
automotive manufacturers at Japan.
Loves to Spend my spare time through
volunteer activities with HSS at Japan
and RSS at Bharath. Serving to
Janmabhoomi and Karmabhoomi is
my pleasure forever.

Living at Toyota City, Aichi Ken with
my companion and 2 sweet daughters.
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Paintings by
Manvi Chaudhary

Uttar Pradesh




(Uttar Pradesh)
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THE CHARIOT SPEAKS

For months | have stood still, made of wood
and was just any warehouse scrape stored
for

months, until......

Thousands of hands reached for me, and |
came alive....

On the night of July 15th the cold breeze
rubbed past my wood structures. They told
me that | was finally fully built, but I felt a
deep hollow ache in my chest. People came
and went past me, not even a soul looked at
me. Time sighed and each passing minute
was choking, but somehow those wooden
structures held all that emptiness together
to somehow make it alive. Or maybe | could
never be alive because | had nothing other
than these wooden sticks.

The shutter slowly rolled up like a red
curtain, revealing nothing but warehouse
garbage. The cold breeze softly touched my
unalive and grim soul. The birds chirped
mellifluous tunes and the flowers blossomed.
Soft petals of the holy lotus fell on top of me.
It was like that useless wooden scrape was
welcomed by someone..... | wanted to
complete this sentence but in that bright
colour landscape a dark soul was lost. For
once | felt like all the positivity landed on my
wooden structure. It felt like some
superpower blessed me with something so
magic yet hidden... Something positive
bursted in my body like a flute singing
harmonious tunes just like the Mighty Lord
Jagannath.

It felt like | was the centre of the world like an
illuminating chariot that was destined for the
greatest duty, but what was that duty? And
why was | the lucky one to be a chariot rather
than staying trapped in a dusty warehouse.
So that illumination with such bold and bright
light called out for millions of devotees. But
devotees of who? Devotees of Lord
Jagannath!

- Painting

Evaan Maharana
Grade-10, Australia

And | was yet to prove myself to my
lord.

Thousands of hands reached for me,
and | came alive! That same warehouse
junk finally turned into something when
all those innocent hands pulled the rope
attached to my soul. Were all those
people who | thought for this whole
time only ignored me were gonna really
direct me to Lord Jagannath. | kept
looking for answers. Where didn’t | go to
search what | was destined to do with
this holy chariot | had!

But often the answers you look for near
you. All you have to do is just close your
eyes and trust in your lord and your
path will appear itself!

So | closed my eyes and | saw Jagannath
right inside of me. He was stitched with
all my wooden structures and | was
destined to carry him.

Vansikka Maharana
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Yoga for Harmony & Wellbeing

INTERNATIONAL
DAé OF YOGA 2026

\@2 PATANJALI JAPAN FOUNDATION (PJF)

= Patanjali

WHAT HAPPENS
TOMORROW?

MAKE YOGA YOUR DAILY ROUTINE.
TRANSFORM YOUR BODY. STABILIZE YOUR MIND.

LIVE A BALANCED, HEALTHY, AND MEANINGFUL LIFE:

OUR COMMITMENT TO YOU. OUR JOURNEY SO FAR.

O .@@0

4,350 1,855

YOGA CLASSES CONSECUTIVE DAYS MISSED DAYS DELAYED SESSIONS CANCELLATIONS
CONDUCTED OF DAILY YOGA

EVERY SINGLE DAY. RAIN OR SHINE. WEEKDAY OR WEEKEND. WE DID NOT MISS A SINGLE DAY. AND WE WILL CONTINUE.

YWHY DAILY YOGA? LEARN FROM THE BEST

Q Keeps your body active and healthy /

Multiple daily online

‘ yoga sessions for all
AYUSH | levels - led by experts

Calms the mind and reduces stress

Improves focus, energy and productivi H s
0 B i y iy |L 19::; :_Téi% | certified by the Ministry
o Brings balance, happiness and inner peace \ /' of AYUSH, Government

Ministry of AYUSH of India.

@ Leads you to your natural state Sovernment of India /7

- the yogic state of mind e S—

=

@@ Weare also dedicated to building a sustainable career path for professional yoga teachers S

@M with growth opportunities, recognition, and long-term stability. =

THE CHOICE IS YOURS.
RETURN TO THE SAME ROUTINE TOMORROW,
OR BEGIN BUILDING A HEALTHIER FUTURE - ONE DAY AT A TIME.

JOIN OUR DAILY YOGA JOURNEY TODAY! Scan to visit our website

For inquiries and registration, please contact us at <] contact@patanjali.jp i www.patanjali.jp
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Successfully Concluded 7th
International Geeta Mahotsav in
Japan

The 7th International Geeta Mahotsav
(IGM) was successfully celebrated in
Japan from 19 June to 23 June 2026,
marking a significant milestone in the
global journey of the Bhagavad Gita’'s
timeless message. After travelling to six
countries, including Canada, the United
Kingdom, and Australia, the Mahotsav
reached Japan in 2026 at the invitation of
HSS Japan. The event represented not
only the international expansion of the
Mahotsav, but also the growing
resonance of the Bhagavad Gita's
teachings across cultures, academic
communities, public institutions, and
spiritual organizations worldwide.

As soon as the hosting of IGM in Japan
was approved by the Government of
Haryana in late February, extensive
preparations began in earnest. The
organization of such a  major
international spiritual and cultural event
in a short period was made possible

Rohan Agrawal
HSS Japan

(X7
through the committed efforts of

several organizations and individuals in
Japan.
Key support came from HSS Japan,

ISKCON Japan, Geeta Parivar, and the
Shri Jagannath Society, along with the
valuable participation of professors and

scholars  from  various Japanese
universities. Their collective
contributions  ensured  that the
Mahotsav would not only be a
ceremonial gathering, but also a
meaningful platform for dialogue,
scholarship, culture, and community
engagement.

A major highlight of the Mahotsav was
the participation of a delegation of
around 160 people from India, who
travelled to Japan under the guidance of
Geeta Manishi Pujya  Swamy
Gyananand Ji Maharaj and Swamy
Gurusharnanand Ji. Delegates from
other countries, including Spain, also
joined the celebrations, giving the event
a truly international character.
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The presence of spiritual leaders, scholars,
community representatives, and devotees
from multiple countries added both depth
and diversity to the Mahotsav, reinforcing
its message of universal values, harmony,
and shared human wisdom.

One of the most meaningful aspects of the

IGM in Japan was its strong focus on
community outreach and public
engagement. As part of these efforts,
copies of the Bhagavad Gita were
presented to Shri Yukio Hatoyama,
former Prime Minister of Japan, and to
distinguished Members of Parliament
including Mr. Yoshio Mochizuki of
Wakayama, Mr. Yohei Onishi of Edogawa,
and Mr. Yasutoshi Nishimura of Akashi
and Kobe. This gesture symbolized a
sincere effort to place the teachings of the
Bhagavad Gita before both houses of the
Japanese Parliament and to introduce its
universal philosophy to Japan’s public
leadership. It was an important step in
promoting cultural understanding and
strengthening the spiritual bridge between
India and Japan.

This outreach initiative was followed by a
significant seminar on the Bhagavad Gita
at the University of Tokyo,

held under the leadership of Pujya Swamy
GyananandJi Maharaj, Swamy
Gurusharnanand Ji, and esteemed Japanese
professors from various universities.

The seminar reflected the Mahotsav's
unique ability to connect spirituality with
academic inquiry and contemporary
relevance. Professor Kato from the
University of Tokyo delivered the welcome
address and highlighted the deep
academic dimensions of the Bhagavad
Gita, especially its relevance in ethical
thinking and decision-making. His
remarks set the tone for a rich intellectual
exchange.
The seminar featured keynote addresses
by distinguished speakers including
Professor Hiroyuki Sato, formerly
associated with Musashino University,
who translated the Bhagavad Gita into
Japanese, Dr. Amit Agrawal,
Commissioner and Secretary to the
Government of Haryana, and Professor
lwasaki from the University of Nagoya.
Their contributions highlighted the text's
philosophical depth, literary value, and
practical significance in modern life. The
academic discussions demonstrated that
the Bhagavad Gita is not merely a sacred
text, but also a profound source of insight
into duty, self-mastery, leadership, and
human purpose.
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Rohan Agrawal
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An equally attractive feature of the University
of Tokyo event was the inauguration of an
exhibition on the Bhagavad Gita. This
exhibition showcased the striking similarities
between the central teachings of the Gita and
well-known Japanese concepts and practices
such as Kaizen and Ikigai. Through carefully
designed research posters, the exhibition also
explored the footprints of Indic traditions in
Japan, tracing cultural and philosophical
linkages from the Jomon era, around 5,000
years ago, to the present day. This thoughtful
presentation attracted considerable interest
and created a powerful visual narrative of
historical and civilizational  connections
between the two countries. The seminar
concluded with prize distribution for IGM
quiz winners and cultural performances,
adding a celebratory and participative
dimension to the academic program.
On 21 June, the Mahotsav aligned beautifully
with the global observance of International
Yoga Day. The day began with Yoga Day
celebrations hosted by Yogamata Keiko
Aikawa, who has been conferred the title of
Mahamandleshwar and has been actively
spreading the message of Indian spirituality in
Japan. Swamy Gyananand Ji Maharaj
attended as the Chief Guest and delivered an
inspiring address on the importance of Yoga
and the teachings of the Bhagavad Gita in
achieving inner balance, discipline, and peace.

This  celebration brought together
spiritual  reflection and  practical
wellbeing, emphasizing the relevance of
Indian knowledge traditions in today’s
world.

The Yoga Day event was followed by a
Hawan and a grand Shobha Yatra,
which began from Shri Shri Radha
Govind Mandir and proceeded to Nishi
Suimon Park, located at the confluence
of the Shinkawa and Arakawa rivers.
The yatra was flagged off by Mr. Yohei
Onishi, Member of Parliament from
Edogawa, and was led by Swamy
Gyananand Ji Maharaj and Yogamata
Ji. Conducted with energetic devotional
chants, the procession moved along the
picturesque banks of the Shinkawa
River while fully observing local rules
and public discipline. The event
demonstrated how spiritual
celebrations can be conducted in a way
that is both vibrant and respectful of the
host country's civic culture.

At the destination, participants were
treated to mesmerizing performances
by Japanese cultural groups, including
Taiko drumming and Awa Odori, a
traditional Japanese dance form. These
performances, presented by groups
including both children and elders,
were appreciated by all and beautifully
reflected the spirit of cultural
integration that defined the Mahotsav.
The Tokyo chapter of IGM concluded
with the Sandhya Aarti of the
Arakawa River, reverentially
worshipped as the “Ganga Ji of Japan.”
This spiritually moving ceremony was
led by Swamy Gyananand Ji Maharaj,
Swamy Gurusharnanand Ji, and
Yogamata Ji, leaving participants with a
deep sense of devotion, unity, and
gratitude.
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Following the successful conclusion of the
Tokyo events, the International Geeta
Mahotsav continued in Kobe, Kyoto, and
Osaka, extending its spiritual and cultural
reach across Japan. In Kyoto, audiences
witnessed a Gita-inspired Kabuki
performance, an especially memorable
event that brought together the wisdom of
the Bhagavad Gita and the rich storytelling
tradition of Japanese classical theatre. This
creative  presentation illustrated the
adaptability of the Gita's message and its
ability to find expression through local
artistic traditions.

In Osaka, the Mahotsav featured several
important engagements. These included a
meeting with the Mayor of Higashiosaka,
Mr. Yoshikazu Noda, as well as interactions
with  members of the Japan India
Friendship Association of the Osaka
Prefectural Assembly. These meetings
reinforced the spirit of goodwill and
friendship that characterized the entire
Mahotsav. In addition, Sankirtan programs
were organized by the local Indian diaspora,
reflecting the active participation of the
community and its enthusiasm in sharing the
devotional and cultural dimensions of the
event with a wider audience.

The successful celebration of the 7th
International Geeta Mahotsav in Japan
stands as a remarkable example of spiritual
diplomacy, community collaboration, and
cultural exchange. It brought together saints,
scholars, public leaders, artists, volunteers,
and devotees in a shared celebration of the
Bhagavad Gita's universal teachings. From
Parliament outreach and university dialogue

to Yoga Day observances, river aarti,
processions, exhibitions, and artistic
performances, the Mahotsav created a

multidimensional experience that resonated
deeply with participants across backgrounds.
Above all, the event demonstrated that the
message of the Bhagavad Gita continues to
inspire people far beyond geographical and
cultural boundaries. The Japan edition of
IGM strengthened the bonds between India
and Japan, opened new avenues for
academic and cultural engagement, and
reaffirmed the timeless relevance of the Gita
in promoting duty, harmony, wisdom, and
inner  transformation. The  successful
conclusion of the Mahotsav in Japan will be
remembered as a proud and meaningful
chapter in the growing global journey of the
International Geeta Mahotsav.
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Navagraha Pratishthapana
Anniversary celebration at
Shri Ram Mandir Bando

Author - Chaithanya Kulkarni
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The first anniversary of the Navagraha Pratishthapana at Shri Ram Mandir Bando was
celebrated in May this year with devotion, enthusiasm and strong community
participation.

The Navagrahas are the nine celestial deities that deeply impact our life on Earth.
Recognizing their spiritual importance and growing reverence in Japan, the
Navagrahas were consecrated at the temple last year. This was done in accordance
with Agama and Vedic traditions under the guidance of priests invited from India. The
initiative was made possible through the collective efforts of devotees and volunteers
in Japan and India.

To commemorate the completion of one year, a special Navagraha Pooja and Havan
were conducted at the temple. Devotees from various parts of Japan gathered to
participate in the rituals and seek blessings for the well-being of their families and
society. The chanting of Vedic mantras and the sacred Havan symbolized a spiritual
atmosphere.
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More than 350 devotees attended the
celebrations. The event brought together people
from different Indian states, languages and
cultural backgrounds. Members of the local
Japanese community also joined the divine pooja
celebrations to witness the rituals. The Havan
was completed with a grand Poorna Ahuti.

A key highlight of the event was a special Maha
Prasad prepared and served by volunteers. Many
contributions were received towards the Maha
Prasad (Anna Daana) and Pooja Items. This was
warmly appreciated by all the devotees.

Behind the scenes, there were innumerable
contributions in terms of time, resources, and
financial support that made the Havan possible.
We gratefully acknowledge these contributions,
which helped create this unique experience for
the well-being of devotees and the wider
community.

The celebration is a good point to see how Indian
cultural and spiritual traditions can continue to
co-exist in Japan, bringing communities together
while preserving values for future.

Om Namah Suryaya Chandraya Mangalaya
Budhaya Cha

Guru Shukra Shanibhyashcha Rahave Ketave
Namah

Sarve Janah Sukhino Bhavantu
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Universal Brotherhood: Blending Puri’s Inclusivity with
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s Vision

The Confluence of Bhakti and Shakti

The global landscape of the 21st century is
marked by profound contradictions. While
technology has physically connected the far
corners of the earth, ideological, social, and
cultural fragmentations continue to divide
humanity. In an era searching for sustainable
models of peaceful coexistence, the ancient
ethos of India offers timeless answers. This
ethos is beautifully encapsulated in two
distinct yet deeply intertwined chapters of
Indian history and spirituality: the Jagannath
Chetana (consciousness) of Puri and the
Hindavi Swarajya (righteous self-rule) of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj.At first glance,
the sacred coastal town of Puri in the east
and the rugged hill forts of Maharashtra in
the west might seem worlds apart. One
represents the pinnacle of spiritual devotion
(Bhakti), while the other embodies the zenith
of righteous, protective power (Shakti).

To understand universal brotherhood, one
must look at the unique spiritual democracy
of Jagannath Puri. For centuries, Puri has
stood as a sanctuary where the rigid
hierarchies of society completely dissolve.
Jagannath Chetana - The Divine

Blueprint of Equality
o understand universal brotherhood, one
must look at the unique spiritual democracy
of Jagannath Puri. For centuries, Puri has
stood as a sanctuary where the rigid
hierarchies of society completely dissolve.

Nagabhushan VaidyaBharat Cultural Society (BCS) Japan

Lord Jagannath, the Lord of the Universe,
does not belong to a single sect, caste, or
elite class. He is Patita Pavana—the
purifier of the fallen and the champion of
the marginalized.+

Hindavi Swarajya - The Practical
Manifestation of Inclusivity

Shivaji Maharaj translated these values
into governance through meritocracy,
justice, religious harmony, protection of
all communities, and ethical leadership.
His Swarajya demonstrated that universal
brotherhood can be implemented in
society through compassionate
administration.

The Modern Synthesis - A Message for
the Global Diaspora

The combined message of Puri's Bhakti
and Shivaji's Shakti inspires servant
leadership, cultural  pride  without
arrogance, and social equity as the
foundation of a strong society.

A Global Call to ActionAs we reflect on
these twin legacies, let us spread an
authentic, vibrant and inclusive Indian
culture across the globe. Universal
brotherhood is not merely an ideal but a
living tradition. By blending these visions,
we can offer the world spiritual oneness
together with the foundation of a just
society.Jai Jagannath! Jai Bhavani, Jai
Shivaji!
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The Inward Pilgrimage
Discovering the Supreme Being Within

Reflections from the Upanishads, Bhagavad Gita, Ramcharitmanas, Swarved and the Jagannath Tradition

Subhash Chandra, Vihangam
Yog Singapore

Every human being is searching.

Some search for success. Some search for happiness. Some search for peace. Some
search for love, recognition or security. Some travel from one country to another in search
of better opportunities. Some spend their whole life trying to become known, respected
and remembered. And some, with folded hands and a humble heart, search for God
(Supreme Being).

At the surface, these searches look different. But if we go a little deeper, we will see that
behind all of them there is one common longing. The human heart is looking for
something complete, something permanent, something that does not

fade away after a few days. We may call it peace, fulfilment, bliss, truth or God. In the
language of Indian philosophy, it is

the search for the Supreme Being.

This search is as old as humanity itself. It has inspired rishis to meditate in forests, saints
to sing the name of the Lord, philosophers to ask deep questions, and devotees to walk
long distances to sacred places. Temples, pilgrimages, scriptures, prayers, rituals and
festivals are all expressions of this deep inner search.

When we stand before Lord Jagannath, we stand before the One who is lovingly called
Jagat-Natha, the Lord of the Universe. He is not merely the Lord of one temple, one region
or one community. He is the Lord of all beings, all worlds

and all hearts. He belongs to the whole creation because He is the source, support and
inner ruler of the universe itself.

But here a simple question arises.

If Lord Jagannath is the Lord of the entire universe, is He not also the Lord of my own
existence? If He pervades everything, can He be absent from my own heart? If He is the life
of all life, can He be away from the soul that is longing

for Him?

The sages of India answered this thousands of years ago. The Isha Upanishad opens with
a powerful declaration:

$2ATIT WE §a G whod
SIS |
(Isavasyamidam sarvam yatkificha jagatyam jagat)

Everything that exists in this moving universe is pervaded by Supreme Being.
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This mantra does not say that Supreme Being is present only in heaven. It does not say that
He can be found only in temples. It does not even say that He belongs only to those who
follow a particular path. It says that everything is

pervaded by the Divine Presence. If this is true, then the most important place to search for
Him is not somewhere far

away, but within us.

Yet that is the one place we rarely look.

Imagine a man searching for his spectacles. He checks every room, opens every drawer and
asks everyone in the house

to help him. After some time, someone smiles and says, “Your spectacles are already on your
head.” The spectacles were never lost. Only the direction of the search was wrong.

Our search for the Supreme is often like that.

We search outside because our senses are naturally outward moving. Our eyes look outside.
Our ears listen outside. Our tongue seeks taste outside. Our skin feels touch outside. Our
mind runs behind people, events, memories, ambitions and worries. From childhood we are
trained to understand the outer world. We learn science, mathematics, history, technology
and many other subjects. We know so much about the world, but how much do we know
about the one who is

experiencing the world?

The Kathopanishad explains this condition beautifully:

URT ST QT A HAqUId:; € T WIS UG d TR |
(Pararichi khani vyatrnat svayambhih tasmat paran pasSyati nantaratman)

The Creator made the senses outward going; therefore, human beings look outside and not towards the
inner Self.

This single verse explains a great part of human life. We are not bad people because we look outside. This
is the ordinary movement of the senses. But if we only look outside, we miss the deepest reality of our own
being.

There is a famous example of the musk deer. It smells a wonderful fragrance and begins running through
the forest to find its source. It climbs hills, crosses streams and searches everywhere. It never realizes that
the fragrance is coming from its own navel. The object of its search is within itself.

Human life is very similar. We search for peace in possessions. We search for happiness in achievements.
We search for security in relationships. We search for fulfilment in recognition. These things are not wrong.
Family, work, society, wealth and success all have their proper place. Indian philosophy does not ask us to
reject the world. It only reminds us that temporary things cannot give permanent satisfaction. The soul longs
for the Infinite, and only the Infinite can satisfy that longing.

The Indian scriptures reveal that the deepest essence of the soul is connected with the Supreme Being.
The wave
belongs to the ocean. The ray belongs to the sun. The soul belongs to the Supreme Soul.

If the Supreme Being is within, then why do we not experience Him? Why do we still feel restless,
incomplete and

separate? The answer is simple but very deep. We are trying to know Him through instruments that cannot
reach Him.

A beautiful line from the evening arati says:
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A beautiful line from the evening arati says:

JH B ek 3R, Heyeh urorafd | forg fafer fief qama, grent & gafd |

(Tuma ho eka agochar, sabake pranapati. Kisa vidhi milam daydmaya, tumako maim kumati.)
O Supreme Being, You are Agochar - beyond the reach of the senses. You are the Lord of all
life. In my ignorance, how shall | realize You?

The word Agochar (3TT=R) is very important. Gochar (fER) means that which comes within
the range of the senses. Agochar means that which does not come within the range of
the senses. The Supreme Being cannot be seen as an ordinary object, touched as a
physical thing, or captured in words. He is not one object among other objects. He is the
source of all objects, all life and all consciousness.

Can our eyes see love? Can our hands touch peace? Can our tongue taste compassion?
Can our ears hear wisdom as a physical sound? Yet we know that love, peace,
compassion and wisdom are real. If the senses cannot fully grasp even these subtle
realities, how can they grasp the Supreme Consciousness from which everything arises?

The Taittiriya Upanishad says:

gl gt Ferd=d ST /=T 9g||

(Yato vacho nivartante aprapya manasa saha)

Words return from Him, along with the mind, unable to reach Him.

This is not a defeat of spirituality. It is a clear understanding of the limitation of the mind.
The mind is useful in daily life. It helps us think, plan, compare and understand. But the
Infinite cannot be fully held within a finite thought. The ocean cannot be poured into a
cup.

The Kenopanishad goes even deeper:

T 9 A TgHAT HaH|

(Yan manasd na manute yenahur mano matam)

That which the mind cannot think, but because of which the mind itself is able to think.

The Supreme Being is not simply an idea in the mind. He is the source by which the mind
receives the power to think. A torch cannot illuminate the battery from which its own light
is coming. In the same way, the mind cannot fully objectify the One from whom it
receives its own consciousness.

Goswami Tulsidas expresses the same truth in the Ramcharitmanas:

I &Y JER F94 TR feg TR AfTa sreper R Afa Afa g fam g

(Ram sarapa tumhara bachana agochar buddhi par. Abigata akatha apdra neti neti nita
nigam kah.)

O Lord Rama, Your true form is beyond speech and beyond intellect. You are unmanifest,
indescribable and infinite. The Vedas continuously describe You by saying, Neti, Neti — not
this, not this.

How beautiful it is that the Upanishads and the Ramcharitmanas speak in one voice. The
Upanishads say that words and mind return without reaching Him. Tulsidas says that the
Lord is beyond speech and intellect. The Vedas finally say Neti, Neti, not because they
know nothing, but because every description is too small for the Infinite.

At this point someone may ask, if the senses cannot know Him, if speech cannot describe
Him and if the mind cannot grasp Him, then is the Supreme impossible to know?

Indian philosophy answers: NO. He cannot be known as an external object, but He can
be realized. This is the difference between information and experience.

One may read many books about honey, but sweetness is known only by tasting. One
may study music theory, but the joy of music is known only by listening. One may read
about swimming, but swimming is learned only by entering the water. Similarly, one may
read scriptures, listen to discourses and discuss philosophy, but Supreme is realized only
through direct spiritual experience.

Who realizes Him? Not the eyes. Not the tongue. Not the ears. Not the restless mind. The
soul realizes Him.

The soul is the conscious principle within us. The body changes, the mind changes,
thoughts change and emotions change. But there is a silent witness within us that
experiences all change. That witness is closer to our real identity than the body and the
mind.
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The Bhagavad Gita says:

$aR: YT gedssf fasfall

(Ishvarah sarva-bhutdnam hriddeshe Arjuna tishthati)

O Arjuna, the Lord dwells in the heart of every being.

Again, Lord Krishna says:

Taw =g gfe afafae: |l

(Sarvasya chaham hridi sannivishtah)

I am seated in the heart of all.

If the Lord is already seated in the heart, then the real question is not where Supreme
Being is. The real question is why we are unable to experience Him. The Sun may be
shining, but if clouds cover the sky, we cannot see it clearly. The Sun has not become weak.
Our vision has become obstructed.

In the same way, ignorance, ego, pride, anger, greed, attachment and restlessness cover
our inner vision. The Supreme being is not diminished. Our awareness is clouded.

That is why Tulsidas gives very practical teaching:

et 7 S 4t Hifg uran| \ifg hue o B T vl

(Nirmal mann jana so mohi pava. Mohi kapata chhala chhidra na bhava.)

Only the one with a pure heart attains Me. Deceit, hypocrisy and inner crookedness do not
please Me.

How simple and powerful this is. He does not say that we must travel farther. He says that
we must become purer. The distance between the soul and the Supreme Soul is not
geographical. It is spiritual. The path is not measured in kilometres. It is measured in
purity, awareness and surrender.

The Swarved - encyclopedia of spirituality - also directs the seeker inward. Its message is
not merely to discuss spirituality, but to turn the direction of consciousness. When the
awareness, or surati (consciousness of the soul), turns within under true spiritual discipline
and the guidance of a realized Master, the soul begins to awaken to the divine presence.

In the spirit of its teaching, Swarved expresses the idea in this way:

e @isTd ST T, HiaR 38T Uehrer | GRIA Ao st g, e man g« =4 |

(Bahar khojat jag phira, bhitar raha prakas. Surati bhitar jo mudart, mita gaya sab trasa)

The world kept searching outside while the Divine Light remained within. When surati -
consciousness of the soul turned inward, fear and confusion began to disappear.

This is not a rejection of temple worship. Temples are sacred. They preserve devotion,
culture and community. They remind us that life is not only about earning, eating,
competing and worrying. When we stand before Lord Jagannath, we become humble. Rich
and poor, young and old, scholar and simple devotee all stand before the same Lord with
folded hands.

But Indian philosophy gently takes us one step further. Every temple outside reminds us of
the temple within. The outer temple inspires us; the inner temple transforms us.

This is not a rejection of temple worship. Temples are sacred. They preserve devotion,
culture and community. They remind us that life is not only about earning, eating,
competing and worrying. When we stand before Lord Jagannath, we become humble. Rich
and poor, young and old, scholar and simple devotee all stand before the same Lord with
folded hands.

But Indian philosophy gently takes us one step further. Every temple outside reminds us of
the temple within. The outer temple inspires us; the inner temple transforms us.

When we ring the temple bell, it is also a call to awaken our sleeping consciousness. When
we light a lamp before the deity, we pray that the lamp of wisdom may be lit within. When
we offer flowers, perhaps the finest flower we can offer is our ego. When we bow our
head, we surrender our false identity before the Supreme Being.

Lord Jagannath is the Lord of the Universe, but the universe is not only outside. There is
also an inner universe: thoughts, emotions, hopes, fears, memories and desires. Behind
this changing inner universe stands the silent soul. The Lord who governs the outer
universe also resides within this inner universe.
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The role of the Guru is therefore very important in Indian spirituality. The Mundaka
Upanishad says:

afgzmret @ eRer o)

(Tadvijianartham sa gurumevabhigacchet)

To realize that Supreme Truth, one should approach a realized Guru.

A true Guru does not create God within us. God is already present. The Guru helps remove
ignorance and points the seeker towards direct experience. He is like a lamp in a dark
room. The lamp does not create objects in the room; it simply helps us see what was
already there.

Today we live in an age of information. Scriptures are available on mobile phones.
Discourses are available on the internet. We can collect knowledge very quickly. But
spiritual life is not completed by collecting information. It matures through practice, purity
and inner experience.

The Gita says the Supreme Being dwells in every heart. The Ramcharitmanas says Supreme
Being is beyond speech and intellect. The arati sings that He is Agochar, the Lord of all life.
The Swarved guides the seeker to turn consciousness inward. These are not different
messages. They are different lamps illuminating one truth.

The Supreme Being is within. But He is not realized by the senses, speech or mind. He is
realized by the awakened soul.

This is the real pilgrimage.

A person may travel to many holy places and still remain outward if the mind never turns
within. Another person may sit quietly with a pure heart and begin to experience the
presence of the Supreme Being. The greatest pilgrimage does not begin with feet. It begins
with the direction of consciousness.

Perhaps the greatest irony of human life is not that we fail to find Supreme Being. The
deeper irony is that we spend our entire life searching for Him where He never promised to
be found. The Lord of the Universe is worshipped in magnificent temples, and rightly so.
Temples keep our faith alive. They bring communities together. They connect generations
with Sanatana Dharma.

But the same Supreme Being also waits silently in the temple of every human heart.

The day our search changes direction - from outside to within - that day the real pilgrimage
begins. That day, the scriptures cease to be only beautiful quotations. They become living
experience. That day, the seeker discovers that the Supreme Being was never far away.

He was patiently waiting in the silent sanctuary of our own soul.

The Inward Pilgrimage | Jagannath Temple Japan Souvenir
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A Celebration Beyond

Borders

There are moments that remind us
that humanity is far greater than the
boundaries we create. Witnessing the
Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra being
celebrated in Japan is one such
moment. It is deeply heartwarming to
see a culture, geographically distant yet
spiritually connected, embrace an
Indian tradition with such sincerity,
respect, and joy.

Lord Jagannath has always symbolized
inclusiveness. His chariot moves not
for a select few, but for everyone. In
that spirit, it is inspiring to see people
from different cultural backgrounds
come together in devotion. It reaffirms
a simple yet profound truth: devotion
knows no regional, geographical, or
religious boundaries. It is a universal
language that speaks directly to the
human heart.

My heartfelt congratulations go to the
Indian community in Japan, whose
dedication and vision have made this
celebration possible. Equally, I extend
my deepest respect and gratitude to
the Japanese people who have so
wholeheartedly supported,
participated in, and embraced this
sacred tradition. This is more than a
festival. It is a beautiful demonstration
of human bonding, cultural exchange,
and mutual respect, proving that our
shared values are always stronger than
our differences.
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By Kalyan S Rathore

As a sculptor, | have spent over two
decades exploring the intersection of art,
nature, geometry, and spirituality. My
work seeks to reveal the hidden order
that connects all forms of life, drawing
inspiration from the patterns found in
nature and the timeless wisdom
embodied in our cultural heritage.
Among the many subjects | have been
privileged to create, Lord Jagannath
holds a special place. His form s
deceptively simple yet profoundly
symbolic, reminding us that divinity is not
defined by perfection of appearance, but
by the boundless love and acceptance it
represents.

Art, much like devotion, transcends
language and nationality. A sculpture
may be created in India, admired in
Japan, and understood by anyone willing
to feel rather than merely observe. In
that sense, both art and faith become
bridges between people, carrying ideas,
emotions, and values across continents.

May the wheels of Lord Jagannath’'s
chariot continue to roll across the world,
bringing people closer to one another,
inspiring compassion, harmony, and the
celebration of our shared humanity. My
sincere compliments to everyone who
has contributed to making this
remarkable journey possible. May this
tradition continue to flourish for
generations to come.

Jai Jagannath
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Meena Maharana
Bhubaneswar,
Odisha
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Dr. Srinivas Acharya
Retd. Professor, Puri
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Rath Yatra
artists of this year
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Rath Yatra
artists of this year

Tomomi Fukui & Haru Yamazaki

hh 1

Daisenji Kagura Hozon kai, Kasugai }
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& Japancs Drum; Salura Daiko




Rath Yatra
artists of this year

ﬂ 4 = -——
Specia’Artistz®dissi’dance)
Dr. Guru (Gajendra'Kumar.Panda
(Director,sIridhara)

" ft
B1cha (.I assic: ll I th]m\‘ﬂ};{l,
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~= band /

Special/Artistz Odissi dance;

[anish ;I:Beborta

Sa.c

h1k0‘1t0 (Odlth'D,mLer)
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Official event flyer released by the Embassy of India, Tokyo, for the Shree
Jagannath Rathayatra 2026. The 2026 celebration marked the second consecutive
year of the Rathayatra at the Embassy of India, Tokyo.

5 \\\I_‘, “ V' RIS

A g 4P

;\-\“1“;‘;1 g 1‘5-_ ® %
th Shcee Jagannatha Rotha Yatea festial of

|y oF = e T % T FSEEnNA - fFL R (ﬂi! Y

19th July 2026
(Sunday) 9:00 a.m. /
Fuku5| no Sato Rainbow Plaza
b WMBROZLAL -7 T
"' 57-1, Hikizawa, Kagiyacho, Kasugai, Aichi 480-0304)
- T 480-0304 & to & f 8 - b 4P §1R 571

- ARTREFEACLEL

Organized By £ 8

L bondl and friendship 48&9? +yialth.§[§

g siate t S A i

. TRIDHARA (011551 dance ) § = FEFF ) 5 — 5
Nominal suppore By @&

Embassy of India Tokys 4 = F AW

Mokilel: D70-4146-4432 (Chisato Miura = # 4 X Kugat iy S HAY

Mobile2: 190-9184-1663 (CRC Mahanty) S
3 Email; kasugairathayatrai gmail.com e A

- (CRC Mahanty)

Ky BUAT
g e emuil

Chanichi Shimban Co. Lig. + 0 #F B iL

Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra

f . = " it ”
i, 7 ° 77 4 peom g
Fukusi no Sato  Rainbow Plaza M - BRI T T — & Goif Course)
HRDEL AL =T FF ha:w-w:s« I‘u!a&r;lwuhll

KEWN
“ 10:30 - 12:00 Pahandi & Ratha Pulling Parade
(in phases by children only, women only and men

guided by velunteers)
Fx5ringed v FRLRT R
&% — 2 B2 T oF Dinning Hall)
“ 12:00- 13:30 Prasad 7 7 ¥ — F

¥ Kindly bring your Prasad coupes & show it at the entrance of

- m f%‘*‘k] kwé b

R T
[ifitnE| TTH

* Take Meitetsu Bas root45 from

IR Kazojista | Nerth Gate,

dinming hall; If you have not reccived, kindly ok concerned
vetunieers) FHGENEE~RA LA REENALT LN ED
& - BT R T4 Aforium)

ﬂ'HX""—/

RS S E O T

5 LE L AL

trd Number Car Farking, “ ~13:20 K Special Stay
q KL rig HN A

TR T T e —
13:30 ~ 15:30 Opening Ceremony & Cultural Program
N wexereaiov
[ Duncn dopaen Do S e
4 FRR. ERY, Bibgt
Program is subject te changs without prier notice. Thank y
your wnderstanding,
ftll?e-'-’(ttl BERPVIFVET T IRLESY

Join us as a Volunteer/Sponsor!
[Even it raims, Ratha Yatra Festival wil be heid) % & 267

HFLF T - WSS

T progras may have pestricti ol
attendees allowed dis s venue regulsth

B Sean for Venue .
AANTOTS ol SHMTEL) ARAREHRE S+

5 location
AR rLTRE

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

Guru Gajendra I(umnr Panda
&Tridhara(Odissi) ’
A FERMARLEEFE! |

4th consecutive year of Shree Jagannath Rathayatra at Kasugai City(Aichi)
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/'/ mwwr:ﬁ;ﬂ;w-_me\_ €N rram
(% e ggd e )N MANDIR

JAPAN

f'"“ 3 , =i m:lm Nl

agannat qu Elllsli !I

e SHRI RAM MANDIR BANDO JAPAN l I I l
4 ﬂmwm% Celebration :

SHRI JAGANNATH
- RATH YATRA #

PUJA
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM

') HAWAN / PUSHPANJALI
' 10:00 AM - 10:30 AM

[ ') PAHANDI / AARTI
10:30 AM - 11:00 AM

CULTURAL PROGRAM

11:00 AM - 13:00 PM
15:00 PH OANARDS g : S P :
Ot 8 * CHARIOT FESTIVAL 3
Shri R Msadiy Deado Japan d ¥ > > EROCFEZLEIIRT L <

| (Public Holiday in Japan) >

E" "4 10am to 4pm
K

. (Monday) 4

4th consecutive year of Shree
Jagannath Rathayatra at Shri Ram EZID & Shree Jagannatha Puja and Aarti

EED) & Pahandi
m Prasadam (Lunch)
[ 13:00 4

fd  Cultural Ceremony

14:30 % Chhera Pahanra and Ratha Pulling
: SHREE RAM MANDIR

Mandir, Bando(lbaraki) together

with Mandir Anniversary

First year of Shree Jagannath Rathayatra at
Shree Ram Mandir, Sodo (Ibaraki)
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e%l\/ls and Mr Sailendra Bias
[\ \*

May Lord Jagannath's divine presence
be with you always!

— Best wishes from

Our Sponsers
Ms & Mr Shyamal Kaur

. » Ms & Mr Rohan Agarwal

71 Ms & Mr Neeraj Bhandari

b

e
116



Our Sponsors

Our sponsors play a crucial role in supporting
the mission and activities of Sri Ram Mandir.
Their generous contributions and unwavering
support have been instrumental in fostering
cultural and spiritual harmony. We are deeply
grateful for their commitment to promoting
Sanatan Dharma and aiding in the growth of
our community.

Amar Enterprises

@R A\IAR WWW.amar.co.jp

ENTERPRISES COLTD

With over 24 years of expertise, Amar Enterprises specializes in
selling and exporting Japanese used cars, auto parts, tires, wheels,
and scrap materials. The company is renowned for its participation
in Yahoo auctions and has established itself as a trusted name in the

auto parts industry.

Commitment to Sustainability:
Amar Enterprises cares deeply about the environment and the
The Source for ecosystem, especially in the handling of scrap materials. As a
socially responsible and environmentally sensitive business, Amar
Japanese Cars - 17 Years of Trust. Enterprises believes in the principles of sustainability, recycling, and
Access our of inspected, reusability. By adhering to sustainable and environment-friendly
low-mileage vehicles ready for immediate practices, Amar Enterprises ensures that their operations contribute

export worldwide. positively to the planet.

BROWSE INVENTORY Commitment to Sanatan Dharma:

The owner of Amar Enterprises, Sri Raj Sharma, is an Indian
entrepreneur running the company ACCCHA JEE ON-LINE
SHOPPING Pvt LTD, known for its brand Vida Loca Fashion in the
apparel sector. Additionally, he operates ACCCHA JEE Travels,
providing affordable airfare, hotels, visas, and holiday packages. Sri
Raj Sharma is also the founder of Sri Ram Mandir Trust Japan. He
has taken a heartfelt pledge to spread the values of Sanatan Dharma
worldwide. In March 2022, Sri Raj Sharma extended his support to
the Shree Ram Mandir Trust in Bando, Japan, demonstrating his
dedication to the cause.

Contact Details:

Company Name: 7¥—JLT> 42—
751 &1t AMAR
ENTERPRISE CO.,,LTD.

Address: 1076-1 Oaza Komizou,
Iwatsuki, Saitama-shi,
Saitama-ken, 339-0003, Japan
Phone: +81-48-793-3911

Email: sales@amar.co.jp
Website: www.amar.co.jp

ACCHA JEE Portal: www.acchajee.com

Fashion Brand: www.vidalocafashion.com
Travels: www.booking.acchajee.com

FOR INQUIRY: Call +81-48-793-3911, Email: sales@amar.co.jp
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GOUR TRADINGHRES#HIBFAT—I - ¥/ —Y 1 b 2009F(C
AL, BEHEORGEE VY7 BROES. PHEENES
EfToTHEHET,

SkEEPFSERPTOAY ERBERELBREBEECHEL
ERABRIBHMAECHY., BEDFEBERB VT 7ILEELTK
E<{EELELE,

FLT, BEXEBFRZEROAFS "B F AN, »S AL,
KZEDbD, BUIRTRETIHRADPNBORANLEEREZEITF
Lo

BEF2005F IV Y12 )LiEEZRSD. HROFRT
LEENLGEBEV YV ILHENEHZATED. 2EORE
REZFERN 350 EDERBFAERDNEOREET>TVWET,
55%0\8 - EHOBHA, 28% BN - ENOPRERROBF
A, 16%H IS EMFLULUTHIA,. BD1%HVENTIEDHIUT
MAZHRTVWET,

HFEODEOHEHREAEEL., HtROZ<<OETHERAETHLTL
F9, FRN—V1010HHLXTHELBEDICMA. BEDERE
REORZVPEMHNLEREVWSHELI-TERFHEHED
BERCBIATERLVWSATHERECHELISD. BELS
CB2TEDET,

GOUR TnAnlnﬁﬁEﬁ&mﬁ}g};xeﬂ ,
FEBANEAUMBREREIC S¥ERE
hTEDET, Y7 —~—
GOUR TRADINGH X 2 K3

+/AUTOMOBILE DISMANTLING
+/SELLING RECYCLED PARTS

v BUYING AND SELLING
USEDCARS AND PARTS.

conscious responsible

business owner. His idea

.as to reduce waste and
tcreate a recycling-oriented

s the effective use

GOUR TRADING
; able resources.
306 0505 G Co., Ltd.

~ SOPers -. -F dlsmantlmg
Tel!Fax -0280-23- 1298 = business based on these two
pillars: reducing garbage and
protecting the environment.
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\ Clothing and A:cessones

BEST WISHES ON THE
AUSPICIOUS OCCASION
OF RATH YATRA

Ms. & Mr. Rangwani

JAGAN NATH YATRA

A CELEBMTION OF With devotion in our hearts and culture

FAITH, HERITAGE & UNITY T TrotCY,
contributes to the spirit of Jagganath

] 'y o ¥ . i i i
The Cultural fcff‘uwg Continues... Wihra = & Smlote sy thithringe
communities togather in joy, colour
Y P A and harmny
"“mm*"' '!1” %S\ peih

B e

ENSPIRED BY
FHOLAN HERTTAGE

Through our handcrafied products, we celebrate stores,
traditions and the vibrant spirit of India. From local artisans
1o global communities — this is our journey of culture,
connection & craft
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ont the awdplecowd olcadion
of Knttlfatra

P S v O, ERORTE - BHD

w 'SEN INTERNATIONAL
29 0120-49-2577

y, WERE © FARERK

wm-co)ﬁ« W=D

About ’ Sell

H:EEE -BF‘EMADE

Company Profile Inquiry
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Warm wishes on the occasion of Rathyatra

#1A Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Committee
Liom o #s  Central Japan, Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture

1-2-1, lwanandai, Kasugai Shi, Aichi Ken, Japan - 487-0033
Email: kasugairathayatra@gmail.com, Ph: +81 7041464432/ +91 7847931700

Jay's Kitchen

Curry * Chai * Bites

NR EH>Jd

EMAE AT vRR &

% Patsu ¢
@W{ | Q ttsit BEEMH

L )
Yste of L':|<“E'“L

IR - HIESE -BRE - FR3E
ROV =wD
0568-85-0567
TRIDHARA(Odissi) SNEHRERA
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We pray Lord Jagannath to bless all the organizers
and devotees of Sri Ram mandir Trust Ibaraki and
Kasugai ( Greater Nagoya ) for their marvelous efforts
to arrange this second Rath Yatra in their respective
areas.

May this Rath yatra celebration continue throughout
Japan forever.

Munindra Panda

ART INTERNATIONAL

6-23-7 AOI, ADACHI KU, TOKYO 121-0012

Tel: 03-3889-0111, 03 3889 0115, 090 1775 1200

Fax: 03-3889-0114

Mail: info@art-indo.com
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SANSKRIT

LEARNING COURSE

> OPEN FOR ALL ~

% Discover the beauty of Sanskrit — %
the language of wisdom and heritage.

4 Between Two people 4 TR & 91y

# Self Introduction % IR

‘p REGULAR COURSE
Yoped

ENROLLMENT FROM HERE

@ REGISTER NOW: https://www.shreejagannathsocietyjapan.com/sanskrit-course 1. |

O | &5 | &%

Learn the timeless Connect with our Enhance memory, Open to all ages —
language of our culture, scriptures focus and Beginners are
ancient heritage and values expression welcome!

—<f{>—  Let’s take a small step today towards timeless wisdom. +—<j>—
—c-cfo9—
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SJLA g
SonaJapan Japangse Language .Gu:ad-z.-['rl;,r

Vv N BERZ T D1 wIFPhTE—
Experience of Learning Japanese in a Virtual Classroom

SonaJapan
Japanese
Language
Academy 4

YOUR GATEWAY TO JAPAN

Learn Japanese. Build Your Future.

At SonaJapan, we don't just teach Japanese—

we open doors to opportunities.

Whether your dream is to study, work,

or settle in Japan, we are with you i

every step of the way. . %f
232 +5000 © 35+ & <

Students Years of Students in Expert Faculty &
Trained Worldwide Experience in Japan Multiple Personalized
Countries Guidance

OUR PROGRAMS

& @ | 3 | &

—
JLPT CORPORATE CASUAL BUSINESS ONLINE LIVE
N5 to N2 TRAINING SPEAKING JAPANESE CLASSES
Comglate preparation Tailored programs for Speak Japanese Practical Japanese for Leann from anywhere
for all levels companies and with confidence warkplace success in the world
professionals

WE SUPPORT YOUR JOURNEY IN JAPAN

/.\ HOIKUEN (CHILD DAYCARE) GOVERNMENT SUBSIDY CAREER & LIFE SUPPORT
| ENROLLMENT GUIDANCE (JIDG TEATE) GUIDANCE FOR YOUR SMOOTH TRANSITION
' (T&E APPLY) 'v (T&C APPLY) . TO JAPAN

(TAC APPLY)
ABOUT OUR FOUNDER “

SONAL SHAH We don'tjust

CEQ & Founder, SonaJapan teach Japanese.

' 35+ Years of Living & Working in Japan 1
Global Top 10 Female CEO of Japan We bu [ld your
(Global Woman Leader Magazine) future in Japan.

¥
" Mentor to Thousands of Students
o ionate about Connecting CS'.,.,J {_S}f.u{
India and Japan
+81-801-777-1377
(WhatsApp Available)

@l www.sonajapan.com
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WEERDAY
DINNER

50% OFF!

SAMRAT SPICE HEAVEN
MINAMI AOYAMA SHINJUKU

1-3-6 Minami Aoyama, B1F Shinjuku Park Tower,

Minato-ku, Tokyo 3-7-1 Nishi Shinjuku,
Shinjuku-ku, Tokyo

Q 03-3408-5656 W 03-5325-6797

Please present this flyer
to staff when ordering.

Valid through September 30, 2026.

GROUP RESTAURANTS

« SAMRAT TAKANAWA

« NATURRY HON-ATSUGI

« BOMBAY CAFE HARUMI

« KHAZANA DAIBA

e KHAZANA MINATO-MIRAI
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| BRITANNIA MOUTHWATERING I*
T . JUICES & NECTARS
DELICIOUS RANGE b b
- OF BISCUITS -

Shop Online in Categories of:

* Spices ® Beans * Pulp & Juices ® Herbs * Dry Leaves ® Non-Food
* Oil & Ghee * Atta * Rice ® Dry Fruits ® Chutneys ® Alcohol
» Ready-to-Eat ®» Snacks & Biscuits ¢ Pickles ®* RTC ® Frozen
* Cosmetics ® Healthcare * Superfood ® General

LoRdies * All our products are 100% Veg and suitable for vegetarians.
“\_n“ﬂ,\ﬁ = VVegan products are also available online at Sartaj Foods.
kss“ﬁﬂ * Also shop variety of cosmetics, beauty, & health products.

WE="" s We offer fast and secure delivery to all the regions of Japan. E

T563-0043 Osaka-fu, lkeda-shi, Kouda 2-10-23 # Tel: 072-751-1975 = Fax: 072-751-1976

www.sartajfoods.jp email: info@sartajfoods.jp
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AUTHENTIC INDIAN RESTAURANT

1oFEEE <a-)L

Enjoy authentic Indian food in the heart of Osaka, Japan.
The restaurant has been serving authentic Indian cuisine
since 1992.

Our modern Indian restaurant incorporates fusion dishes
such as Indo-Chinese, North Indian, and South Indian, as
well as a street food concept.

>
We welcome our guests with warm hospitality and a

- B -
i (1)
family-like atmosphere. " " " " " "

Thanks and regards
Mr. Sunder Malkani
Mrs. Kanchan Kale TEL: +81 8040271786

We offer a variety of Indian dishes for takeout
and delivery, including breakfast, lunch boxes,
dinner boxes, bento boxes, and custom snacks.
Service hours:

from early morning until late at night.

We can arrange special events such as gala
dinners, DJ parties, belly dance shows, and
samurai & ninja shows to suit your requests!

Bombay kitchen
1-5-8-2F, Kawaramachi, Chuo ward, Osaka 541-0048
TEL: 06-6484-5122 E-Mail kanchankale18@gmail.com

Tara kitchen
1-2-11, Doshomachi, Chuo ward, Osaka 541-0045
TEL: 06-4256-3615 FAX: 06-4256-3616 : E-Mail tarakitchen3344@gmail.com

MAYUR Indian Restaurant
2-3-4 Assorti Honmachi B1, Honmachi, Chuo ward, Osaka 541-0053
TEL: 06-6267-3311: E-Mail mayur.restaurant.osaka@gmail.com
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	Jay Jagannath!
	Organizing Committee of Shree Jagannath Ratha Yatra of Central Japan, Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan
	www.shreejagannathsocietyjapan.com facebook.com/groups/shreejagannathsociety.japan
	2025-2026  Past Events
	Superimposing multiplicity  upon Brahman
	From Devasnāna Pūrṇimā to Rathayātrā   -The Journey of the Lord
	Lopamudra Thatoi, Tokyo, Japan
	Rathayātrā: The Lord’s journey with compassion
	The climax of this sacred journey is Rathayātrā. The three majestic chariots stand ready upon the Baḍadaṇḍa, the Grand Road of Purī. Amidst the resounding chants of "Jaya Jagannātha!", the deities are ceremoniously brought out of the temple in the joyous Pahāṇḍi procession and enthroned upon their respective chariots.
	In most pilgrimages, devotees undertake the journey to the abode of God. Rathayātrā, however, reverses this relationship.  Here, it is the Lord who journeys to the abode of His devotees.  Leaving the sanctum of the temple, Lord Jagannātha comes into the streets, making Himself accessible to everyone. In His divine compassion, He transcends every social distinction.  In front of  His chariot, there is no difference between king and commoner, scholar and laborer, rich and poor.  Every person is equally invited to behold the Lord and receive His grace.
	As per the  Utkala Kala tradition, the deities' sketches are drawn. Lord Jagannath while is being worshipped in form of Yajna Narayan, lord Balabhadra is worshipped in the form of Ananta Basudev and Devi Suvadra as Bhubaneswari
	Netrotsava: Awakening the Eye of Wisdom
	Before the commencement of the grand chariot festival, the ritual of Netrotsava is performed. During Anavasara, the deities are ritually repainted, and on this auspicious occasionthe final painting of the eyes is completed. The eyes of Lord Jagannath are among His most distinctive features—large, round, and all-embracing. They symbolize a vision that excludes no one.
	Netrotsava is therefore not merely the completion of an artistic process. It is the awakening of Jñāna Netra, the eyes of wisdom. The devotee who has undergone purification, contemplation, and renewal is now invited to witness the world differently. This is no longer seeing through the gross eyes but witnessing through the eyes of wisdom

	Seen as a whole, these sacred observances unfold a complete philosophy of spiritual life:
	Devasnāna Pūrṇimā teaches that the journey begins with the purification of the heart.
	Anavasara reveals the power of silence, solitude, and inward contemplation.
	Nava Yauvana Darśana proclaims the seeker's inner renewal.
	Netrotsava awakens the Jñāna Netra—the eye of wisdom.
	Rathayātrā inspires us to carry this awakened vision into the world, living a life of compassion.
	The true miracle of Rathayātrā is not that we pull the Lord's chariot, but that the Lord, through His infinite compassion, pulls each of us towards Higher goal.  The festivals remind us that the real chariot is our own life, the real journey is inward, and the ultimate destination is the realization of the Self  within.  Thus, the journey from Devasnāna Pūrṇimā to Rathayātrā is not merely the Lord's annual procession through the streets of Purī—it is His eternal procession through the human heart, leading every soul from purification to Self-realization.



	Recognize the self by qualities
	Jnanaganga Jena, Grade VI   Gyosei International Nagareyama      Elementary School, Japan
	(Panda Sensei taught in Bhagavad Gītā  Chapter 4. パンダ先生は『バガヴァッド・ギーター』第4章に教えました。)

	Nalanda
	An Ancient Seat of Learning

	ॐ मकर संक्रांति
	Dr Arun Kumar Singh

	My Super Hero
	NAVISTHA BEHERA GRADE - 7 APEEJAY SCHOOL BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA

	Lord Jagannatha
	Karma
	According to Lord Krishna

	Life as a Sacred Play
	From Jagannath Rathayatra to Sports Day
	An Article Reflection
	Every year, the Jagannath Rathayatra offers us a profound spiritual reminder. During this sacred journey, Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, Maa Subhadra, and Sudarshana come out of the temple and travel through the streets, meeting countless people. Devotees pull the chariots with ropes, not merely as a ritual, but as an expression of love, joy, service, and participation in the Lord's divine play.
	But when I reflected more deeply, I realized that this small school event carried a much larger meaning. The act of pulling each other on the carpet reminded me of devotees pulling the chariot of Lord Jagannath. In both events, there is movement. There is teamwork. There is joy. There is effort. There is togetherness. There is the experience of carrying someone forward while being carried forward by others.
	In this annual journey, the Lord seems to introduce us to new fellow beings, new emotions, new situations, and new experiences. People from different walks of life come together, pull the same rope, walk the same path, and become part of the same celebration. For a brief moment, individual identity dissolves into collective joy. No one is greater, no one is smaller. Everyone becomes a participant in the divine movement of life.
	However, there is one  important difference.
	This is exactly what I felt during my  memorable Sports Festival experience in 2026.
	In Sports Day, we often play to win. In Rathayatra, Lord Jagannath teaches us to play to experience. Through the Rathayatra, the Lord seems to say that life itself is a play. We are not born only to defeat others, collect achievements, or prove superiority. We are born to experience, to learn, to love, to serve, and to grow. When we play only to win, ego enters. But when we play to experience, life becomes pure, joyful, and sinless.
	On Sports Day, we played a game where we pulled our fellow beings on a carpet, taking turns and competing with other groups doing the same. At the surface level, the aim was to win. We pulled with energy, coordination, excitement, and determination. Each group wanted to move faster, perform better, and reach the goal first.



	This understanding made me  look at my Sports Festival in a new way.
	Aditi Misra  Salesian International Junior High School, Tokyo

	AI (ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE)
	The Māyā of Kali Yuga
	The Bhagavad Gita teaches that the disciplined mind is one's greatest friend, while the uncontrolled mind becomes one's greatest enemy. AI amplifies whatever the mind already seeks. A restless mind finds endless distraction. A sincere seeker finds tools for learning. A compassionate heart discovers new ways to serve others.
	The louder the world grows, the more valuable silence becomes. The faster informThe louder the world grows, the more valuable silence becomes. The faster information travels, the more essential wisdom becomes.
	Ultimately, māyā has never been outside us alone. The true māyā is identification with the ego—the belief that we are merely our thoughts, possessions, achievements, or digital identities. AI may magnify this tendency, but it did not create it. The eternal Self remains untouched. No algorithm can generate enlightenment. No machine can meditate on our behalf. No artificial intelligence can replace inner realization.
	Perhaps the real question is not whether AI is the māyā of Kali Yuga. Perhaps the real question is whether we will use this new power to deepen illusion—or to awaken beyond it. For when consciousness awakens to its true nature, māyā loses its grip. Technology continues to evolve, civilizations rise and fall, and inventions transform society, but the light of awareness remains unchanged. That timeless awareness—not artificial intelligence—is humanity's greatest intelligence.


	The Story of Śirīṣa Kusuma
	Through the Eyes of Kālidāsa
	In India and Japan, our names have meaning, but do you know what the story behind your name is? I am originally from South India, but I grew up in Madhya Pradesh, now Chhattisgarh. My teachers had a hard time pronouncing my name. So, I was frustrated and asked my Mom that why did you give me such a difficult name that no one can pronounce well! Then, she told me a very beautiful story that my name, Sirisha ( in Sanskrit Śirīṣa ), is another name of Parijata, a heavenly flower. She told me how Lord Kṛṣṇa brought the Parijata flower from heaven for his beloved wife Satyabhama and planted it in her garden. Since then, the Parijata flower is found on the earth. As it is a celestial tree, this tree is always seen inside the temple premises of India, and the Parijata flower is so delicate that it completely sheds its highly fragrant flowers at the very first touch of the Sun’s rays. Though it falls on the ground, this is the only flower that can be offered to the lord because it is a celestial flower, so it doesn’t get dirty.
	Sirisha Komanduri
	Lecturer, Japan
	I was so impressed by this story, and I thanked my Mom for giving me such a beautiful name! In Japan, my name is pronounced very well by Japanese people, so I like my name even more! As I am away from my country, I became more interested in the roots of my name and this is what I discovered.
	This name was first used in a lyrical poem Ṛtusaṃhāra (ऋतुसंहार) that appears to be the first work of the young poet Kalidasa. In Ṛtusaṃhāra, Kalidasa mentions the word Śirīṣa as a delicate flower and a symbol of softness worn by women in their ears.


	चडूापाशेनिकुरबकं चारू कर्णे शिरीषं…
	शिरीषपुष्पाधिकसौकुमार्यौ बाहू तदीयाविति मे वितर्कः ।

	*॥ कृष्णमयी ॥*
	मोहन! तेरी मधुर मुरलिया,                चितवन लेत परान, कमल-नयन की एक छटा पर,                भूलूँ जग का भान।
	अधरों पर जब मुरली बाजे,                 बरसे रस अविराम, गोपिन के मन हरने वाले,                 मेरे तुम घनश्याम!
	वाणी तेरी अमृत-धारा,                मधु से मीठी तान, रूप-छवि पर अर्पण कर दूँ,                मैं अपना हर प्राण।
	मोर-मुकुट, पीताम्बर सोहे,                 घुँघराले कच घोर, मनमोहन! बिन तेरे सूना,                 लागे जग का छोर।
	बस इतनी अभिलाषा मेरी,                जन्मो-जन्म अनंत, श्री चरणों की सेवा कर हो                जीवन में परम-आनंद ।
	दासी बन प्रिय प्रेम-दिवानी,                तेरा नाम पुकारूँ, नित्य रहूँ वृन्दावन-रस में,                तुझ पर जीवन वारूँ!
	कभी बनूँ मैं विरह की मीरा,                  कभी राधिका प्यारी, कभी यशोदा बन गोदी में,                  लूँ बलैयाँ तेरी।
	कभी गोपिका बन कुंज-गलियाँ,                 संग रास रचाऊँ, रोम-रोम में कृष्ण बसाकर,                  कृष्णमयी हो जाऊँ! ॥॥
	मैं तो मोहन रंग रंग जाऊं ॥

	LORD KRISHNA’S TEACHINGS
	The teachings of Krishna on love and devotion (Bhakti) are among the most profound aspects of Hindu spirituality. His message goes beyond ritual worship and focuses on a deep, personal relationship with the Divine.
	T. Kumkum Gouri 10th Grade, NPS, Whitefield, Bengaluru, India
	5. Love Through Service
	6. Seeing God in All Beings
	4. Radha and Krishna: The Symbol of Divine Love Radha and Krishna represent the eternal relationship between the individual soul and the Divine.

	THE BHAGAVAD GITA AND ITS IMPORTANCE IN DAILY LIFE
	Daily-Life Application
	Manila Patro, Bengaluru, India
	4. Turn Work into a Spiritual Practice The Gita does not encourage escaping worldly responsibilities. Instead, Krishna teaches that ordinary work can become sacred when performed:
	Honestly
	Selflessly
	As an offering to God
	Daily-Life Application Practices such as:
	A teacher
	Engineer
	Doctor
	Parent
	Business leader
	Work becomes meaningful when done with dedication and service. 5. Master the Mind Krishna repeatedly emphasizes that the mind can be either:
	A friend
	An enemy
	An uncontrolled mind creates:
	Anxiety
	Anger
	Jealousy
	Restlessness
	A disciplined mind creates:
	Peace
	Focus
	Wisdom
	Daily-Life Application Whether one is:
	Meditation
	Prayer
	Self-reflection
	Mindful living
	help cultivate inner stability.
	6. Practice Devotion and Trust
	The Gita teaches that devotion (Bhakti) is not merely ritual worship. It is: Trusting the Divine. Remembering God in daily life. Offering one's actions and intentions to a higher purpose. Daily-Life Application Devotion provides: Strength during difficulties. Gratitude during success. Hope during uncertainty.
	7. Live According to Dharma Dharma means righteous duty, moral responsibility, and living according to truth. Krishna encourages Arjuna to act according to Dharma even when it is difficult. Daily-Life Application This means:
	Being honest when dishonesty seems easier.
	Doing what is right rather than what is convenient.
	Standing up for justice and fairness.
	8. See the Divine in Everyone Krishna teaches that the same divine essence exists in all beings. Daily-Life Application This perspective encourages:
	Compassion
	Respect
	Kindness
	Service to others
	When we recognize the divine presence in others, relationships become more meaningful. The Three Main Paths of the Gita The Gita harmonizes three spiritual paths: Karma Yoga – The Path of Action Perform duties selflessly. Bhakti Yoga – The Path of Devotion Develop love and surrender to God. Jnana Yoga – The Path of Knowledge Seek wisdom and self-realization. The Gita teaches that these paths can complement one another in daily life.
	The Essence of the Bhagavad Gita A concise summary of the Gita's practical wisdom is:
	For millions of people, the Bhagavad Gita is not merely a religious text; it is a guide for living with purpose, courage, wisdom, and inner peace amid the challenges of everyday life. Krishna's message to Arjuna remains relevant because every person faces their own "battlefield" in life, and the Gita teaches how to navigate it with clarity and grace.



	ज्ञान प्राप्ति का मार्ग
	ज्ञान प्राप्ति करने की उम्र नहीं होती” — इसका भाव यह है कि सीखने, भक्ति करने या अध्यात्म को समझने के लिए कोई उम्र नहीं होती, किसी विशेष आयु का बंधन नहीं होता। जीवन के किसी भी पड़ाव पर, चाहे बचपन हो या वृद्धावस्था, यदि मन में सच्ची लगन हो तो कोई भी व्यक्ति ज्ञान, सद्बुद्धि और प्रभु की भक्ति प्राप्त कर सकता है। यदि मनुष्य अपने मन में यह धारणा बना ले कि हमें सही रास्ते पर चलकर निःस्वार्थ भावना से सबके उत्थान के लिए कार्य करना है, तो ईश्वर अवश्य उसकी मदद करते हैं।
	ज्ञान प्राप्ति का मुख्य उद्देश्य यह है कि जिस रास्ते से प्रभु हमें आगे बढ़ने की प्रेरणा देते हैं, उस रास्ते से हम सही शिक्षा देकर दूसरों को भी सत्य के मार्ग पर और ज्ञान के मार्ग पर ले चलें। ज्ञान प्राप्ति करने के लिए सबसे पहले मनुष्य को अपने मन और इन्द्रियों पर नियन्त्रण करना होता है। आज तक हमने यही देखा है कि मनुष्य ईश्वर से जिस चीज़ की इच्छा रखता है, वह उन्हें देते हैं; लेकिन जब हम ईश्वर को प्राप्त करने की इच्छा रखते हैं, तब वे मन को हर तरफ़ से भटका देते हैं और तरह-तरह के विचार मन में आने लगते हैं कि अभी यह कार्य अधूरा है, वह कार्य अधूरा है।
	इस तरह से ज्ञान प्राप्त करने के लिए कठिन परिश्रम करना पड़ता है। जिस तरह किसी भी कार्य को करने के लिए मनुष्य को अपने चित्त को उस कार्य की ओर खींचकर ले जाना पड़ता है — जिस कार्य को व्यक्ति करना चाहता है — उसी प्रकार शिक्षा के क्षेत्र में भी व्यक्ति आख़िरी पड़ाव तक चलना चाहता है और उसके लिए अथक परिश्रम करता है, तब उसे अवश्य ही विजय प्राप्त होती है और वह M.A., B.Ed. और Ph.D. तक कर डालता है। केवल मनुष्य का उद्देश्य सही होना चाहिए।
	मनुष्य को दूसरों की बुराइयाँ देखने से पहले अपने अन्दर की बुराइयाँ देखनी चाहिए। ऐसा मनुष्य अवश्य ही अज्ञान के रास्ते से बाहर आ सकता है और मनुष्य के जीवन में ज्ञान का प्रकाश फैला सकता है। और इस तरह से एक दिन मनुष्य ईश्वर को भी प्राप्त कर सकता है — इसमें कोई सन्देह नहीं है।

	25 Stories
	（邦題：『オディア物語』）について
	25 Stories』（邦題：『オディア物語』）は、インド・オディシャ州を代表する作家たちによる25編の短編小説を収録したアンソロジーです。 物語に登場するのは、出家者、職人、母親、子ども、村人など、オディシャで暮らすさまざまな人々です。それぞれの人生を通して、家族、愛、信仰、喪失、希望、社会の変化など、人間の普遍的なテーマが描かれています。 本書は、オディア文学を世界へ紹介することを目的に活動する Anubad Sahitya Parisad Trust による翻訳プロジェクトの一環として制作されました。英語版をもとに、フランス語版、日本語版（『オディア物語』）への翻訳プロジェクトも進められています。
	編者・選者紹介 ビジャイ・プラサッド・マハパトラBijay Prasad Mahapatra（1938–2013） ウトカル大学で学び、ロンドン大学で博士号を取得。著名な言語学者・文学研究者として、オディア語と言語学に関する6冊の主要著作を発表しました。 代表的な短編集には Kandheinka Galpa、Purira Galpa、Prema Galpa、Adinia Galpa などがあり、1993年にスダンヤ賞、1994年にヴィシュヴ賞を受賞。2020年には50編を収録した作品選集が刊行されています。
	収録作品 収録作品: サンヤーシ（出家者）― The Sanyasi • ザ・プリミティブ（原始の）― The Primitive • 娼婦：愛の物語 ― The Whore: A Love Story • 明暗 ― In Light and Shade • フォーカス・マン ― The Focus Man • 郵便局 ― The Post Office • 犯人 ― The Culprit • ザ・ケージ（檻）― The Cage • ザ・ハンティング ― The Hunting • 老腕輪職人 ― The Old Artisan • 尊敬の贈り物 ― The Tribute • 季節外れのパイナップル ― Unseasonal Pineapple • ドワーフ（小人）― The Dwarf • 髭 ―
	Reiko Watabe
	おすすめの一冊です
	『25 Stories』は、オディシャ文学に初めて触れる方にもおすすめできる一冊です。物語の背景には、ジャガンナータ寺院への参拝やプラサーダなど、オディシャならではの文化がさりげなく描かれており、とても興味深く感じられます。オディシャの豊かな風土と人々の息づかいが伝わってきます。 それぞれの作品は、生き生きとした人々の暮らしを描きながらも、その奥には人生の無常への静かなまなざしが感じられます。それが作品集全体に、深い味わいと文学的な美しさを与えています。 ラタヤトラを機に、オディシャの文学や文化に興味を持っていただければ幸いです。



	The Mahābhārata:
	A Prophecy of the COVID-19 Pandemic (Expanded Edition) マハーバーラタが預言したコロナ神降臨〔増補版〕
	Chaen Madoka (Chamaru) 茶円まどか（茶丸）


	Life after Death
	Jaya Jagannātha!
	June 5,2026:

	World Environment Day
	This significant occasion serves as a powerful reminder of the urgent need to redress pressing environmental challenges,including climate change,air quality deterioration,plastic pollution,deforestation.   Every year on June 5 millions of people across the globe come together to celebrate World Environment Day,an initiative aimed at encouraging environmental measures and collective action for a greener,sustainable future. From community clean- up devices and tree planting campaigns to sustainable pledges and various types of educational workshops ,this auspicious occasion serves as a reminder that protecting Mother Earth is a shared responsibility.  This day is the United Nation’s flagship campaign for promoting environmental awareness and action spearheaded by the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) .Since 1973 it has grown into the world’s largest outreach platform,engaging governments,businesses,and individuals across more than 150 nations.
	The annual observance seeks to inspire positive environmental actions,while drawing attention to some of the world’s most pressing ecological challenges including climate change ,pollution of land ,air and the sea,deforestation,biodiversity loss,water scarcity and waste management. These issues are no longer distant concerns.Rising temperatures,extreme weather events, declining wild life population,and growing plastic pollution are severely affecting communities worldwide. This occasion encourages people to move beyond awareness ,and take meaningful action ,whether by reducing waste,conserving water ,planting trees,switching to more sustainable products for generating environmentally responsible strategies.This day also highlights the importance of collective action ,reminding each one of us that small changes at the local level can contribute to global impact.
	Dr. Debakanta Mishra, Cuttack
	This year Azerbaijan will hold the global observance ,while a cascade of events campaigns,and creative actions will unfold across continents - on screens,streets,and in communities everywhere. Without further elaboration about the utmost importance and significance of this important occasion,I sincerely feel that though this crisis is at present alarming and indicates an upcoming of a catastrophe ,which may result in the ultimate extinct of our species from the surface of the Earth because of our materialistic aspirations overpowering our conscience,nowhere due satisfactory action is taken to tackle this most important challenge for our sustainable survival on this unique life- generating planet.
	Neither due action is take at internal level arriving at a consensus befitting this calamity to be mitigated or its intensity of harmful impacts are minimised steadily with time at a satisfactory rate. Even then ,as responsible world citizens we need to urgently change our life style to minimise our ecological footprints ,expecting optimistically some incredibly successful remedial measures are taken in near future to save mankind and the entire living kingdom from this disaster before it turns out to be irreversible.

	Jai Jagannath
	The Blue Wheel
	Atop the temple spire Above the blue wheel The sacred flag Patita Pavana dances in the wind. Along the Grand Road, at every few steps I pause to behold it, then walk on as I draw closer to the Lion Gate.
	You are the God I worship. You are the holy shrine itself. You are the radiant Blue Wheel, You are the fluttering flag. You are the atom and You are the infinite sky. You are the boundless sea, and every glistening drop within it.
	You are life's beginning and its ultimate end. You are the journey and You are the destination. The moment my thoughts rest upon You, fear melts into peace.
	You dwell in every creature, in every pulse of existence, in the living and the lifeless alike. Blessed is the one who awakens to this truth and knows You by experience.
	When every joy and every sorrow is laid at Your feet, they turn into Mahaprasad. In loving service to You, life finds its wholeness and every shadow of despair fades away.
	However, we all call Your name from whatever path we come. You hear every prayer.
	The Patita Pavana flies high above, proclaiming hope for the fallen. You, the Guardian of devotees, in Your boundless compassion, receive my humble supplicatione
	Through peril and misfortune, Your unseen presence leads me onward. Across the turbulent ocean of worldly life, You steer my fragile boat, placing the oar gently
	into my hands.

	Why is Education so Important  for the Economy?
	*Where Patience Blossoms*
	Patience is something we should learn from a flower. When a seed is sown in the soil, it doesn't blossom instantly. It has to endure the darkness, remain silent within the earth, wait for the rain, embrace the sunshine, and grow a little bit each day. If it hurries, it may never bloom. Life is like that. Not every hard work bears fruit, not every prayer is answered, and not every dream comes true overnight. Sometimes, the greatest strength lies in pausing, waiting, and maintaining faith. The flower knows its time will come, so it endures every season with patience. We too must have faith in ourselves, because those things that take time to bloom are the most beautiful, fragrant, and memorable.
	*Food Security Beyond Today's Needs*

	THE INNER  SIGNIFICANCE OF  RAMAYANA
	Sugriva and Vali – Discrimination and Indiscrimination In his search for Sita, Rama encounters:
	Sugriva, who symbolizes Viveka (Discrimination)
	Vali, who symbolizes Aviveka (Indiscrimination)

	Rama befriends discrimination and destroys indiscrimination, teaching that spiritual progress is possible only through discernment. Hanuman – Courage and Devotion To cross the ocean of worldly attachment, Rama receives the help of Hanuman, the embodiment of courage, devotion, and unwavering faith. With Hanuman's assistance, Rama crosses the ocean and confronts:
	Vibhishana – Sattva (Serenity and Purity)
	Ravana – Rajas (Passion and Restlessness)
	Kumbhakarna – Tamas (Inertia and Ignorance)

	Victory of Sattva Dharma destroys:
	Tamas (Kumbhakarna)
	Rajas (Ravana)

	and establishes Sattva by crowning Vibhishana king. Thereafter, Rama regains Sita, symbolizing the restoration of realized wisdom. The transformation of knowledge into lived experience is true wisdom. Such wisdom is attained only through trials, tribulations, and perseverance.
	Introduction
	The Ramayana is not merely a compilation of incidents such as the abduction of Sita, the exile of Rama, or the death of Ravana. These events constitute only the outer narrative. To truly understand the Ramayana, one must grasp its deeper spiritual significance and symbolic meaning.
	Ayodhya – The Heart
	Ayodhya is not merely the capital city of Kosala. Spiritually, it signifies the human heart, the inner seat of consciousness, surrounded by the ten senses.

	The three queens—Kausalya, Sumitra, and Kaikeyi—represent the three gunas (qualities of nature):
	Sattva – Purity and harmony
	Rajas – Activity and passion
	Tamas – Inertia and ignorance

	The Four Brothers The four brothers symbolize the four Purusharthas (goals of human life):
	Rama – Dharma (Righteousness)
	Lakshmana – Artha (Wealth)
	Bharata – Kama (Desire)
	Shatrughna – Moksha (Liberation)

	Rama and Sita – Dharma and Wisdom Dharma seeks Jnana (Wisdom). Therefore, Rama, the embodiment of Dharma, marries Sita, the embodiment of Wisdom. When Rama and Sita enter the forest, it symbolizes the soul's journey through the forest of ignorance. Ravana, representing evil and ignorance, abducts Sita, signifying the loss of wisdom through attachment to worldly desires.
	The Three Queens

	continued
	Reflection on the Name of Rama "Sweeter than sugar, tastier than curd, sweeter indeed than honey is the name 'Rama'. Constant repetition of this sweet name bestows the taste of divine nectar itself. Therefore, one should contemplate and repeat Ramanama incessantly."
	Sai Pratik Sahoo,  Class - IX,  Maharishi Vidya Mandir,  Nayagarh,Odisha.


	Sri Baladevjew of Kendrapara
	The Living Glory of Tulasi Kshetra
	Sri Baladevjew Temple, Kendrapara, Odisha


	Sacred Connections
	Similarities Between  Indian Gods and Japanese Gods
	Upasana Acharya Financial Analyst


	Painting a Better Future
	"One Climate, One Future, One Chance to Secure It."

	From Puri to Tokyo
	The Global Journey of  Lord Jagannath's Rath Yatra
	!! JAI SHREE JAGANNATH!!                            Mrs. Smriti Alok Mishra
	The story of Rath Yatra is not merely the journey of three sacred chariots from the Jagannath Temple to the Gundicha Temple in Puri. It is the story of a spiritual movement that has crossed oceans, cultures, and continents, carrying with it the timeless message of Lord Jagannath—The Lord of The Universe. Among the many international destinations where this sacred tradition has taken root, Tokyo stands as a remarkable example of how Jagannath culture has found a home far beyond the shores of India.
	Conclusion

	!! JAI SHREE JAGANNATH!!

	Lord Shrinathjji
	Rruppal Dhandia

	Nature Painting
	From the Silent Shiva of Nagoya to the Universal  LORD JAGANNATHA
	By Rajesh V

	विश्व और भारत By Rajesh V
	Brief: :Born in Bengaluru - Bharath. A Mechanical Engineer by Education and Automobile Enthusiastic by profession, working with the Lead automotive manufacturers at Japan. Loves to Spend my spare time through volunteer activities with HSS at Japan and RSS at Bharath. Serving to Janmabhoomi and Karmabhoomi is my pleasure forever. Living at Toyota City, Aichi Ken with my companion and 2 sweet daughters.
	Paintings by

	Manvi Chaudhary
	Prince Chaudhary (Uttar Pradesh)
	by Dev Pawar  (Haryana)
	Deepanshi Pateriya (Age - 5 Years) , Nagoya
	THE CHARIOT SPEAKS
	– Painting
	Vansikka Maharana

	Successfully Concluded 7th International Geeta Mahotsav in Japan
	Rohan Agrawal HSS Japan
	Rohan Agrawal HSS Japan

	Navagraha Pratishthapana Anniversary celebration at  Shri Ram Mandir Bando
	Universal Brotherhood: Blending Puri’s Inclusivity with Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj’s Vision
	The Confluence of Bhakti and Shakti
	Jagannath Chetana – The Divine Blueprint of Equality
	Nagabhushan VaidyaBharat Cultural Society (BCS) Japan


	The Inward Pilgrimage
	Discovering the Supreme Being Within
	Every human being is searching.
	Subhash Chandra, Vihangam Yog Singapore
	Some search for success. Some search for happiness. Some search for peace. Some search for love, recognition or security. Some travel from one country to another in search of better opportunities. Some spend their whole life trying to become known, respected and remembered. And some, with folded hands and a humble heart, search for God (Supreme Being).
	At the surface, these searches look different. But if we go a little deeper, we will see that behind all of them there is one common longing. The human heart is looking for something complete, something permanent, something that does not  fade away after a few days. We may call it peace, fulfilment, bliss, truth or God. In the language of Indian philosophy, it is  the search for the Supreme Being.
	This search is as old as humanity itself. It has inspired rishis to meditate in forests, saints to sing the name of the Lord, philosophers to ask deep questions, and devotees to walk long distances to sacred places. Temples, pilgrimages, scriptures, prayers, rituals and festivals are all expressions of this deep inner search.
	When we stand before Lord Jagannath, we stand before the One who is lovingly called Jagat-Natha, the Lord of the Universe. He is not merely the Lord of one temple, one region or one community. He is the Lord of all beings, all worlds  and all hearts. He belongs to the whole creation because He is the source, support and inner ruler of the universe itself.
	But here a simple question arises.
	If Lord Jagannath is the Lord of the entire universe, is He not also the Lord of my own existence? If He pervades everything, can He be absent from my own heart? If He is the life of all life, can He be away from the soul that is longing  for Him?
	The sages of India answered this thousands of years ago. The Isha Upanishad opens with a powerful declaration:
	ईशावास्य मदंं सव  य त्कञ्च जगत्यांंजगत््।
	(Īśāvāsyamidaṃ sarvaṃ yatkiñcha jagatyāṃ jagat) Everything that exists in this moving universe is pervaded by Supreme Being.



	A Celebration Beyond Borders
	Jai Jagannath

	*ଶ୍ରୀକ୍ଷେତ୍ର ର  ଚାରି ଆଶ୍ରମ* 
	Sradhanjali Pati
	Teacher, Sunabeda, Koraput, Odisha

	ନିତ୍ୟଯୁକ୍ତ ଭକ୍ତ
	(ଶ୍ରୀମଦ୍ ଭଗବଦ୍ ଗୀତା ୯ –୨୨ ସାଧକ ସଂଜୀବନୀ ଟୀକାର ସରଳୀକରଣ ପଦ୍ୟରୂପେ) ଅନନ୍ୟାଶ୍ଚିନ୍ତୟନ୍ତୋ ମାଂ ୟେ ଜନାଃ ପର୍ୟୁପାସତେ ।ତେଷାଂ ନିତ୍ୟାଭିୟୁକ୍ତାନାଂ ଯୋଗକ୍ଷେମଂ ବହାମ୍ୟହମ୍ ॥ ଅର୍ଥ—ଯେଉଁ ଭକ୍ତମାନେ ଅନ୍ୟ କୌଣସି ଆଶା କିମ୍ବା ଆଶ୍ରୟ ନ ରଖି, ସଦା ମୋତେ ସ୍ମରଣ କରନ୍ତି ଏବଂ ଏକାଗ୍ର ଭାବରେ ମୋର ଉପାସନା କରନ୍ତି, ସେମାନଙ୍କର ଯୋଗ (ଯାହାର ଅଭାବ ଅଛି ତାହା ଯୋଗାଇବା) ଏବଂ କ୍ଷେମ (ଯାହା ଅଛି ତାହାର ରକ୍ଷା କରିବା)ର ଭାର ମୁଁ ନିଜେ ବହନ କରେ।
	ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ଠାରେ କେବଳ ରୁହନ୍ତି ନିମଗ୍ନ, ତେଣୁ ସେହି ଭକ୍ତ ଗଣ ଅଟନ୍ତି ଅନନ୍ୟ |୮| ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ଠାରେ ମହତ୍ତ୍ୱ ଓ ପ୍ରିୟତ୍ୱ ଥାଏ, ଭଗବତ ଚିନ୍ତନ ବି ସ୍ୱତଃ ହେଉଥାଏ |୯| ଭଗବାନଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟତୀତ ସେହି ମାନଙ୍କର, ଅନ୍ୟ କୌଣସି ଭାବନା ନଥାଏ ମନର |୧୦| ସାଧନା ଓ ସାଧ୍ୟ ସବୁକିଛି ଭଗବାନ, କେବଳ ଯାଆନ୍ତି ଭଗବାନଙ୍କ ଶରଣ |୧୧| ଉପାସନା କରିବା ଓ ପ୍ରାପ୍ତି କରିବା ହିଁ, ଏକାନ୍ତ ସେମାନଙ୍କ ଦୃଢ ଭାବ ଅଟଇ |୧୨| ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ବ୍ୟତୀତ ସବୁକିଛି ନାଶବାନ,  ତେଣୁ ସେହି ଭକ୍ତମାନେ ଅଟନ୍ତି ଅନନ୍ୟ |୧୩| ଅନନ୍ୟ ହୋଇ କରନ୍ତି ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ଚିନ୍ତନ,  ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ପ୍ରସନ୍ନ ଅର୍ଥେ କରିଥାନ୍ତି କର୍ମ |୧୪| ନିରନ୍ତର ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କ ଠାରେ ନିମଗ୍ନ ଥା'ନ୍ତି, ସେହିମାନେ 'ନିତ୍ୟାଭିଯୁକ୍ତା ନାମ 'ଅଟନ୍ତି |୧୫|
	ତ୍ରିଧର୍ମର ଆଶ୍ରୟ ନିଅନ୍ତି ଯେଉଁମାନେ, ଦେବତାମାନଙ୍କ ନିକଟରେ ସେହିମାନେ |୧| ପ୍ରାଥନା ଅଥବା ଯାଚନା ଯେ କରିଥାନ୍ତି, ଯେଉଁମାନେ ଭଗବାନଙ୍କ ଆଶ୍ରା ନିଅନ୍ତି |୨| ନିଜ ଯୋଗକ୍ଷେମ ବିଷୟରେ ସେମାନଙ୍କୁ, ପଡ଼େନାହିଁ କେବେହେଲେ ଚିନ୍ତା କରିବାକୁ |୩| ଉକ୍ତ ଶ୍ଳୋକେ ସେହି ପ୍ରସଙ୍ଗରେ ଭଗବାନ, ପୁଙ୍ଖାନୁପୁଙ୍ଖ ଭାବରେ କରନ୍ତି ବର୍ଣ୍ଣନ |୪| ଦେଖି ଶୁଣି ବୁଝି ଯାହା ସମସ୍ତ ହୁଅଇ, ଭଗବାନଙ୍କ ସ୍ୱରୂପ ସେ ସର୍ବ ଅଟଇ |୫| ଯାହା କିଛି କ୍ରିୟା ହୁଅଇ ପରିବର୍ତ୍ତନ, ସେ ସମସ୍ତ ଅଟେ ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କର ଲୀଳାମାନ |୬| ଦୃଢ଼ଭାବେ ମାନି ନେଇଥାନ୍ତି ଯେ ଏହାକୁ, ମହତ୍ତ୍ୱ ଦିଅନ୍ତି ନାହିଁ ସେ ଅନ୍ୟ କାହାକୁ |୭|
	ନିତ୍ୟଯୁକ୍ତ ଭକ୍ତମାନଙ୍କର ଯୋଗକ୍ଷେମ, ବହନ କରନ୍ତି ନିଜେ ସ୍ୱୟଂ ଭଗବାନ ୧୬|
	ହରି ଓଁ ତତ୍ ସତ୍

	ପ୍ରଣିପାତ ଘେନ ହେ ଚ଼କାଡୋଳା  —-----------------------------
	ଆଦ୍ୟ ଆଷାଢ଼ ପହିଲି ଭିଜାରେ ଧରା ଶ୍ୟାମଳିମା ସାଜିଲାଣି  ଆଜିଏ ଶ୍ରୀକ୍ଷେତ୍ରେ ଶ୍ରୀଗୁଣ୍ଡିଚା ଯାତେ ଦିଅଁମାନେ ବିଜେ ହେବେ ବୋଲି ରଥେ  ଘଣ୍ଟ ମର୍ଦ୍ଧଳ ବିଜୟ କାହାଳୀ ପହଣ୍ଡି ବିଜୟ ବାଜିଲାଣି  ଭାବ ଭକତିରେ ହଜିଯାଇ ଭକ୍ତ, ଭକତି ଲୁହରେ ଭିଜିଲାଣି ।
	ଆହାକି ସୁନ୍ଦର ସେ ପହଣ୍ଡି ଶୋଭା  ଆସୁଥାନ୍ତି ପ୍ରଭୁ ଝୁଲି ଝୁଲି  ପଡୁଥାଏ ହରିବୋଲ ହୁଳହୁଳି ନାମ ସଂକୀର୍ତ୍ତନ ପଡୁଛି ଉଛୁଳି  ଚାତକ ପରିକି ଚାହିଁଛି ଭକତ  ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କୁ ରଥେ ଦେଖିବ ବୋଲି  କାହିଁ କେତେ ଦୂରୁ ଧାଇଁ ଆସୁଛି ସେ  ସଂସାର ଜଞ୍ଜାଳ ସବୁଭୁଲି ।
	ରଥରେ ପ୍ରଭୁଙ୍କୁ ଦେଖିଲି ମୁଁ ନେତ୍ରେ  ପବିତ୍ର ହୋଇଲା ତନୁ ମନ ମୋର  ଆହେ ରଥାରୁଢ଼ ଚତୁର୍ଦ୍ଧା ମୂରତି  ଘେନ ଏ ଭକତି ପ୍ରଣିପାତ  ଜଗନ୍ନାଥ ସ୍ୱାମୀ ନୟନ ପଥଗାମୀ ଭବତୁମେ ।
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