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& Tridhara Japan Japan




IV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV V YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV SVVYVVYY VY VVVSVVSVSVSFVSFFTY 3

apan

Society J

IV YV Y YV VYV VYV VYV YV YV Y VYV Y VYV YV Y VY VYV YV Y VYV VY YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VSVVSVSYSFSSTITTY




IV Y VYV VYV YV VYV YV VYV VY VYV YV YV VYV VYV YV VYV VYV YV VYV YV VSV VYV YV VYV VYV VSV VYV VY YV YVVS VYV Y VY VYV VVVVSVVVS VS VSSSSSTTY |

Boe- 300 oo B0 30e Boe- 30e Boe- 500 oo e B0e e 300 Boe- 500 0o B B0e Boe 300 Boe 500 oo B B0e e B0e Boe 0o oo e B0e e 30 oe 300 0o e300 0o v B0 500 B0 Boe e B30 0o oo B 0 B0 oo Boe- e 300 0o oo e 300 0o e e B0 B0 Boe e B 200 B0 oo e e B0 0o Bre e 5030 oo e e300 0o oo B0 e 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e B0 300 B0e Boe B0 30e30e oo e 5030 oo e B 300 B0e oo e e 0o 0o Bte e 50030 oot 50300 B0eBoe Bt 000 B0e oo Bre e 300 Boe Bt e300 B0e e St e oo e Boe e B
Lt A i U S L L A L A i A S L L A L L A L L A U A L Ll L A e e

>

o N -
UM e

.;\' Gajapati Maharaja Dibyasingha Deb

7" June 2025

Om Namo Bhagavate Jagonnathoyo
Om Shvi Gurave Namah

MESSAGE

| convey my warm felicitations to all members of Shree Jagannatha Society
Japan, Kasugal Ratha Yatra Committee and Shree Rama Mandira, Bando for
celebrating the holy Ratha Yatra of Shree Shree Jagannatha Mahaprabhu at
Kasugai City (Aichi Ken) on the 29 of June 2025 and at Bando (Ibaraki Ken) on
the 5™ of July 2025.

Ratha Yatra is celebrated in devotional obedience to the Divine Commandment
of Lord Jagannatha, as mentioned in the scriptures, to visit His Most Holy ‘birth-
place’ (Gundicha-mundupom) and to stay there for seven days before returning
to His Moly Abode (Shreemandira). This sacred sojourn of the Lord is to be
performed only within the auspicious nine days commencing on Asadha Shukla-
paksha Dwitiya Tithy, as has been proclaimed in Skanda Purana, Brahma Purana
and other scriptures

OQur scriptures reveal that Lord Jagannatha is the Supreme Lord, referred to as
Paramatma, Purushottama and Parama-Brahman. He is the Avatarl from whom
emanate all the Divine Avatars in the various Yugas. As He is the Lord of the
whole Universe, He comes out of His Tomple on this sacred occasion 5o that all
beings in the Universe desirous of seeking His Grace can have his Darshan.
Moreover, as He is the Lord of one and all, this holy Yatra unites all humanity in
participating In this great festival transcending all distinctions of colour, creed,
religion and nationality, It is a sacred opportunity for us mortals to seek His Grace
for our own welfare as also for the welfare of the entire humanity and all beings
on our blessed planet.

May Shree Shree Jagannatha Mahaprabhu shower His Grace upon one and all.

Loko Samasta Sukhino Bhavantu
Om Shants Shanti Shentih :
<z 4

(Gajapati Dibyasingha)

Shrea Nahar. Styoe Jagarnatha Pus 752001 Tel - D1 8752-222820
Divya Diam, 26 Sahed Nager Brubeneswor 75007
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MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI
CHIEF MINISTER, ODISHA

LOKASEVA BHAVAN
BHUBANESWAR

MESSAGE

I am glad to know that Shree Jagannatha Society Japan is
celebrating Rath Yatra in Kasugai city, Aichi Prefecture on 29
June 2025 and in Bando city, Ibaraki Prefecture on 06 July 2025
and also bringing out a common souvenir in commemoration.

The cult of Jagannath reflects universal brotherhood, love,
equality and fraternity. It has also embraced all-encompassing
spiritual thoughts and has become a source of peace and
devotion. The Rath Yatra is a celebration of spirituality and
brotherhood. This enchanting festival is the most awaited
event for devotees of Lord Jagannath across the globe and
celebrated every year with grandeur.

The Odia community in Japan has deep rooted
connection to the culture and heritage of their homeland. The
community, alongside the Japanese friends, celebrates this
sacred festival with devotion and spirituality. This event will
continue to strengthen our historic socio-cultural ties with
Japan.

I extend my warm greetings to the Odia community in

Japan on this holy occasion and wish the event a grand
success.

Jai Jagannath. :
gy,
s

(MOHAN CHARAN MAJHI)

Phone « | Office : 0674-2531100, 2531500, 2835100 (Fax)
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IR ST ISTGATITH

Embassy of India
2-2-11 Kudan Minami, Chiyoda-ku
Tokyo 1020074

WRd & Ted
AMBASSADOR OF INDIA

MESSAGE

It gives me great pleasure to note that Shree Jagannath Society Japan
together with Kasugai Rath Yatra Organizing Committee, TRIDHARA Japan and
Shri Ram Mandir Trust Japan is organizing 3rd Rathyatra in Kasugai/Aichi
(Greater Nagoya) on June 29, 2025 and 2nd Anniversary of Shri Ram Mandir and
3rd Rathyatra in Bando/ Ibaraki on July 6, 2025 respectively.

Rathyatra, originated from the Odisha State of India, is now celebrated
worldwide .as the "Chariot Festival". The Festival resonates with Japan's
"Omikoshi Matsuri" in Japan, with an underlying aim of fostering peace and
harmony among all sections of Society. | am glad that Shree Jagannath Society
and members of Indian community are promoting this tradition in Japan, thereby
forging deeper bonds of friendship between Indian and Japanese societies.

It is also heartening to note about the celebrations being made for the
Second Anniversary of the temple of Lord Ram, which was built by the Indian
community in Bando, Ibaraki two years back. | recall my visit to the temple during
its inauguration. | wish organizers, all participants and the Indian community in
Japan, all success in their endeavors. May Lord Jagannath bless us all with good
health, happiness, and prosperity.

(Sibi George)

Tokyo
12 June 2025

Telephone: +81-3-3265-5036; Fax: +81-3-3262-2301: E-mail: amb.tokvo@mea.qov.in; amboffice.tokvo@mea.qov.in
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Message from His Excellency the Ambassador of Nepal to Japan

| am immensely pleased to learn that Shree Jagannath Socety and Shree Ram Mandir are
organizing the Sheee Jagannath Rathayatra for the third consecutive year in Xasugal Oty of Aichi
Prefecture on 29th June 2025 and at Shree Ram Mandir in Bando City of IBasaki Prefecture on &
July 2025

Nepal and India have maintained two of the oldest and richest religions and cultures-Hindulsm and
Buddhism, Their civiization finds exguisite expression in the fiedds of art, music, dance, social and
soclo-religious rituals and festivals,

| would like 1o mention with pride that the Nepalese and Indian people are refgious and the
practice of religious worship is & part of their everyday Mves. There ace literally thousands of
temples, shrines, pagodas, intricate wood carvings and bronze and stone images of gods and
goddesses in Nepal and India. Festivals and rituals are a prominent aspect of Nepalese and Indian
societies,

‘"’i Nepalese and Indian commaunities are now fast-growing communities in Japan. It is my sincere
beked That the Nepalese and Indian commumitios are enjoying as an integral part of the
mainstream Japganese society. They have been contributing to the creation of a beautifid cultural
mosaic of Japan on the one hand and have been contributing 1o the growth of economy of Japan,
on the other

The Nepalese and Indian people are offering their presence in various socil, cultural, religions and
commercial atfairs of Japan, It is my uncore hope that the Rathayatra ceremony & an example of
the unique, vibeant and rich culture of the Hindu devotees and a great symbol of the gradual
Integration of the Nepalese and Indian people o the mainstream Japanese society,

Having said these few words of greetings, gratitude, goodwill and good wishes, | wish a great
success of the Rathayatra and religious ceremonies in Kasugsl and Bando Cities,

Long Sve peace, compassion, tolerance, coexistence, non-violence, harmony, and Bumanity in the
world!

75453*& WA %

Dr. Durga Bahadur Subedi
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of Nepal to Japan,

Fukokawa House B, 6-20-28, Shimomegiro, Meguro-ku, Tokyo 153-0064,
TEL +81.33713-6241/6242, FAX +81-3-37190737 E-mail: contokyod mola.gov.np
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SRI SATHYA SAI CENTRAL TRUST

PRASANTHI NILAYAM
PUTTAPARTHI, SRI SATHYA SAI DISTRICT
ANDHRA PRADESH - 515 134, INDIA

Phone: +91-8555-289799, 289703, 287390 "
14" June 2025

MESSAGE

I extend warm greetings and best wishes on the joyous occasion of Shree Jagannatha
Ratha Yatra being celebrated in Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture, Japan on 29" June
2025 and subsequently in Bando city, Ibaraki Prefecture Japan on 6™ July 2025.

Festivals reflect our rich culture and bring out the human values as propounded by
Bhagawan Baba, i.e., Sathya (Truth), Dharma (Righteousness), Santhi (Peace), Prema
(Love) and Ahimsa (Non-violence). I pray for Bhagawan Baba's blessings on all the
devotees of Lord Jagannatha.

I am confident that the bonds of friendship and mutual understanding nurtured through
events like the Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra festival serves as an opportunity for
communities to come together, celebrate, and serve each other.

The divine journey of Lord Jagannatha during the Rath Yatra teaches us profound
spiritual lessons. Just as the chariot moves forward, symbolizing progress and
transformation, may we too embark on our own journey towards self-discovery and
inner growth. Let us emulate the spirit of unity and inclusivity exemplified by Lord
Jagannatha Festival which will continue to thrive, enriching the lives of all involved.

I am also delighted to know Shree Jagannath Culture is spreading in Japan. In this
regard, the organizers’ efforts in bringing out a souvenir magazine “Shree Jagannath
Yatra” is commendable.

May it serve as a beacon of inspiration, guiding readers towards a deeper
understanding of the timeless values and spiritual wisdom embodied by Lord
Jagannatha!

With Prayers and Best wishes.

R J Rathnakar
Managing Trustee
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@ I CI THE INDIAN COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION JAPAN
e VEREZAZEBHTIVRFBIGBGS

Message

I am glad to hear the Indian Community in Japan is coming together
under the banner of Shree Jagannath Society Japan to spread the unique
Shree Jagannath culture across Japan.

Towards this noble cause two sister Ratha Yatras being held for third
consecutive year is indeed very heartwarming.

e 29th of June, 2025 at Kasugai City, Aichi Prefecture

e 6th of July, 2025 at Bando City, Ibaraki Prefecture

The happiness is augmented many fold by the fact that Shri Ram
Mandir 2nd anniversary is to be celebrated together as well at
Bando, Ibaraki, on this occasion bringing communities together.

The holding of Ratha Yatra in Japan is a boon for the people of the two
countries India and Japan, bringing them together in harmony, peace
and promote camaraderie, forging deeper understanding and friendship.

May the blessing of Shree Jagannath be on the organisers and the
participants.

Jai Jagannath
(Ja an S Chandrani)
President
Indian Commerce and Industry
Association, Japan (IC1J)
Tokyo June 19, 2025

24-2-306, Yamashita-cho, Naka-ku, Yokohama 231-0023
¢°045-662-1905 [X]045-263-8109 @www.icij.jp XKinfo@icij.jp
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SHRI RAM

MANDIR

JAPFAN

RAM MANDIR BANDO - 2™ ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

Oy boandlir in Moy Heorts | Unity in Devotion, Peocos in Faith

With fabded hands and hearts full of grotitude we joyfully celebrate the 2nd Annersary of Ram Mondic
Bando, o divine sanctuary dedicated to Bhogwan Shri Borm, in the socred city of Bande, Japan, in just twe
yaars, this holy termple has become a plaoe wiera devotion unites, cultures blend, and Sanaton D
Reurishies in o land far from Bhaorot

A TEMPLE BORN OF BEHAKTI

Estoblished through Ew dedication of the Indian diasporo and supported by wellwishess in Japan Ram
Mandic Bondo stoncs o o syrmbal of faith, tradition, and culbural hermony. From its very foundotion, th
terrpke hos beaen men than bricks and stone—itis o spiriteal hame whons the teachings of Lord Rom,
Miato Sita Lakshrmon & and Honaman i ore brought 1o lifo throegh worship, serdos, and learming.

MILESTOMES IN THE SECOND YEAR

This anniversary moarks thea secoassiul construction of baso e Mondops, further anfiching the spiritual
apariancs of devoboes

i Honuman Mandap - & spoca dedicated to Shri Hanuman, the supreme devolesd and emiboodiment of
sfriarggih, fumility, ornd urnssorveing saricse 1o Lord Rarm,

i Movgrah Mandop = Buwilt bo honor this Mine Cosmio Fanats, this soored spoos allows desolaas bo
parforrn proyers for planstany hamony, wal- being, ond inner peoaos.

These additions reflect the Lemple’s steady growth and our commitment to creating o complets and
saonsd amvironmant for all devobess,

ZOOD TEACHINGS AND COMMUNITY IMPACT

Rarm Mandir Bands i net anky a plote of prayer but o center for earning, unity. ond upliftment. In the past
yaar, the birmpls has comndustsd:

Through thass efforts, we st Lo nuiure velues of discpling, compassion, humility, and serios in ewery
hesart theat enbers this socred spoca.

Shri Farm Mamdir Trast Japan

m B~ 2 Sy, Bondn, barokd
S0E-0505, Jopow

ﬁ O TR -5

oo sdrrirear LT
a ricRebrrommorciioponcom ﬁ' L L

W#I‘:_.l L L T L L L LT W
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SHRI RAM

MANDIR

JAPAN

OUR VISION AND GOALS FOR THE FUTURE
AS we stop Into our third year, wo sot our sights on soverdl meaningful goals:
¥ £stobish o Vedic Library with seriptures and spisitucl books for all age groups
Lounch a Youth Wing to connect the naxt generation with our Divarma
Start Onfine Discowrses to reach devotoes ccross Japan and beyond
¥ Crecto a Community Kichen (Anna Doan Sova) to serve prasad and meaks regukarly
4 Celobrate more major fostivals, promoting unity and cultural pride
These initiatives will deopen our collective spiritual jourmnaey, strengthen our community bonds, and snsure

2 One Mandir in Many Hearts - The divine prosence of Shri Ram lives within each devotes who connects
with the temple.

2 Unity in Dewotion, Peace in Faith - Owr shared devotion creates harmoery, and our faith brings peoce to
our minds and hearte

A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE

We offer our heartfolt thanks to all priests, voluntoers, donors, and devotess who have supportod the
tomple's growth with love ond dedication Moy the blessings of Lord Rom guide us in evory stop.

Lot this anniversary be o reminder of our purpose—to walk the path of dharma, to secve with love, anvd to
grow in unity and peace.

Jal shri Ram!
With Heartfelt Thanks,

All Sevak

Shri Ram Mandir Trust Japan

Shr Raan Mandir Trust fapan ° 65 02D-0230-030
o 0d-2 Sogaya Bonda bhonok

o W A T T T LT
WH-060E Jopon

© rhdxbnommendhoponoom

aatm e
' “"-" "

e,

ovs wrva,
e
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Tridhara

(An Academy of Odissi, Folk, Tribal Dance & Music)
Regd- No.KRD-6038-256 (Odisha) of 1994-95, Under the Societies Registration Act, 1860

Plot No.-9, Bapuji Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751009, Odisha, India .
Ph. : 0674-2597813, Mob. : 9861008127, E-mail : pandagajendra989@gmail.com
Founder : Nrutyaguru Dr. Debaprasad Das

Bv the grace of Lord Jagannath

In the year 2008, I became fanuliar with the cultural heritage of Japan through a Japanese
Odissi danseuse and my disciple Kaori Naka. In 2010, Mr. Hasegawa-san, a reputed and senior
Musician, Founder Mithila Museum and Cultural organizer of the “Namaste India™ festival, invited me
to perform during the valedictory session of the festival. My Odissi dance recifal was highly appreciated
by the andience, especially by the Indian diaspora. Overwhelmed with emotion, the andience cheered,
clapped, and many were moved to tears. The open-air theatre echoed with rapturous applanse.

Moved by the mesmenzing recital, Mr. Hasegawa-san said to me on stage, “You should
come again and again to present such captivating performances that will strengthen the cultural ties
between our two countries.”

Just as I was preparing to retwm to India with my discplea G. Nageswari and Paulami
Mandal, I was informed that the scheduled Manipuri dance troupe from [CCE. India had cancelled their
Program Towr to Japan due to some unavoidable circumstances. Mr. Hasegawa-san immediately
requested me to extend my stay and continme performuing for a few more days. I took this as a divine
blessing from Lord Jagannath and accepted the proposal without hesitation. It was indeed a gracious
act of divine will, and a turning point in my arfistic joumey.

Encouraged by this gracious act of Shree Jagannath. my troupe continved performing at
various venues including prestigiouns festival, schools, colleges, universities, and old age homes across
Japan. In total, we gave 3§ recitals over a span of 30 days. These recitals were not confined to
conventional stage performances alone; rather, they were distinct in nature. I devised a structured
modus operandi combining lecture demonstrations, which added depth and meaning to our
presentations.

With a focus on the cult of Shree Jagannath, the tribal and folk traditions of Odisha, and
the umique style of my revered Gumyi, Dr. Debaprasad Das, I delivered talks accompanied by live
demonstrations. These sessions were conducted in English and interpreted into Japanese for the local
andience. The performances included Dasavatar by Kabiray Shree Jayadeva, and Odissi songs such as
Mana Udharana, Uthilu Ede Begi Kanhaldre, and others.

This opportunity allowed me to share the essence of the Jagannath cult and the rich cultural

heritage of Odisha with both Japanese nationals and the Indian diaspora. The 30-day program
concluded with great success. The audiences were deeply moved by the diverse cultural traditions of
(Odisha that they witnessed. Their heartfelt affection and enthusiastic appreciation further ispired me
to continue my jowrney of promoting the Jagannath cult and Odisha's vibrant culture.

Since then, I have been visiting Japan annually to present Odissi recitals, conduct
workshops, and hold lecture-demonstrations, organised by my sentor disciple & Head of Japan Chapter
of Tridhara, Chisato Miura.

Years later, one day, Shri Chaudhory Eundraprakash Mohanty called to inform me that the
grand Ratha Fatra (Chariot Festival) of Shree Jagannath would be held in Nagoya City that vear, and
my presence was highly requested. Upon hearing this, I felt as though divine grace had descended upon
me. I accepted it as the sacred will of Lord Jagannath.
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Tridhara

(An Academy of Odissi, Folk, Tribal Dance & Music)
Regd- No.KRD-6038-256 (Odisha) of 1994-95, Under the Societies Registration Act, 1860

Plot No.-9, Bapuji Nagar, Bhubaneswar-751009, QOdisha, India )
Ph. : 0674-2597813, Mob. : 9861008127, E-mail : pandagajendra989@gmail.com
Founder : Nrutyaguru Dr. Debaprasad Das

The idols of Shree Jagannath Shree Balabhadra, Devi Subhadra, and Chakrara) Sudarshan
were sent from Puri to Japan On this first auspicious occasion of the Ratha Yama, dignitaries such as
the Mayor of Nagoya, and the High Commissioner and the Consulate General of India graced the event.
The festival was celebrated with great pomp and grandeur.

Under the able chairmanship of my senior disciple, Ms. Chisato Miwra, the Ratha Yafra
was organized successfolly. Eminent Vocalist Bidushu Sangeeta Panda presented devotional songs,
while Tabla maestro Pandit Prosenjit Poddar presented Tabla recital with rhythms matching the spirit
of Pahandi Fijay. I offered my humble service to the deities throughout the day. Vedic hymns were
chanted melodiously by Pandit Mahendra Panda elevating the spiritnal atmosphere of the festival

For the second year of the Ratha Yatra Festival, on behalf of the Festival Committes. I
wnvited Dr. Gaurav Ralhan a young entreprenenr, to participate in the 2nd Shree Jagannath Fatha Yatra
Festival of Japan. He graciously agreed and generously supported the festival

My troupe of six artists presented Odissi dance production Shree Jagannatha Ashtaka
“Eadachit Kalindi Tata Tipina”. Thus, the second-year Festival concluded successfully, leaving a
strong impression on both the Indian diaspora in Japan and the local Japamese attendees whe
participated in the celebration

From my belief and experience. the finest aspect of Shree Jagannath culture lies in its
deep-rooted religions tolerance. which paves the way for global integration. All branches of Sanatan
(Hindu) Dharma embrace the Jagannath culture. It has also lovingly accepted elements of Buddhism,
upholding the proclamation that "the entire world is one family." This humanistic approach is a distinct
and defining feature of the Jagannath tradition.

The sacred Shree Jagannath Batha Yatra Festival symbolizes equality among all beings.
The diverse facets of the Jazannath cult continue to attract devotees from all over the world. I sincerely
express my gratifude to the Shree Jagannath Fatha Yatra Festival Committee for inviting me to
contribute an article.

I am a humble servant of Shree Jagannath T have devoted my life and work to His service.
Whenever [ get an opportunity to perform. I include devotional songs in Sanskrit and Odia as offerings
to my beloved Lord. I consider this my small but sincere act of devotion. I always seek the blessings
of Shree Jagannath in every step of my life. He 1s everything to me—my friend. philosopher, guide,
mother, father, and brother.

I pray at the Lotus Feet of Mahaprabhu Shree Jagannath for the grand success of this year’s

Chariot Festival.
ﬁ; ‘HL

Gurm Dr. Gajendra Knmar Panda
Director, Tridhara
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Chizato Miura
Choudhury Rudra Charan Mohanty, Chairman

Environment Programme Coordinator, UNCRD-D3DG/UN DESA, Nagoya, Kasugai Ratha Yatra Festival
lapan

[at personal capacity: Shree Jagannath Society Japan;

Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Organizing Committee in Kasugai, Aichi,
lapan].

Organizing Committes, Aichi,
lapan & Director of TRIDHARA
[Japan)- Odissi dance Institution

MESSAGE

Welcome to Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra of Central Japan in Kasugai City of Aichi Prefecture of Japan!
Dear Friends, Devotees, and Visitors,

On behalf of Shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra Organizing Committes in Kasugai, Aichi, Japan, it is with great joy and
heartfelt devotion that we welcome you to the 3™ Kasugai Ratha Yatra Festival! It has been a dedicated and
collective effort of Japanese and Indian brothers and sisters, including senior citizens in the locality. This annual
festival brings together people of all walks of life to celebrate the divine journey of Lord lagannatha, an occasion
that transcends the boundaries of culture and brings our community closer.

As we gather here today, we are reminded of the sacred tradition of the Ratha Yatra, a festival that symbolizes the
journey of the divine from the Temple to the world, spreading love, compassion, and harmony. The procession of
the chariots i= not just a beautiful spectacle; it is a manifestation of spiritual unity and devotion. We are all part of

this divine journey, and your presence here today makes it even more meaningful.

The Ratha Yatra festival is mot only a significant religious and cultural event, but it also has a deeper connection to
the environment, sustainability, and nature. While it is often celebrated with grandeur and devotion, the core
values of the festival is also aligned with environmental consciousness. The procession of the chariots is symbolic
of the divine journey through the natural world. The deities, Lord Jagannatha, Lord Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadra,
are believed to embark on their annual journey to visit their devotess. As the chariots mowve through the streets, it
serves as a reminder of the divine presence in all aspects of life — flora and fauna, including nature.

The festival invites people to honor the elements of nature (land, water, air, ocean) as sacred, and often, devotees
pray for harmony between humanity and the natural world. This relationship between the divine and nature
reinforces the need for environmental preservation.

Every living being plays an important role in the balance of the ecosystems, and Ratha Yatra, with its themes of
divine journey, change, and renewal, emphasizes the interconnectednass of life on earth. This understanding can
inspire a greater appreciation for bicdiversity and ecosystem balance, reinforcing that the well-being of the planst
is imtricately tied to spiritual and community well-being.
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The Ratha Yatra also symbolizes inclusivity, allowing all human-beings and marginalized communities irrespective
of their color, race, faith and origin to pull the Chariot — a rare feature in traditional temple rituals. It promotes
unity, secular participation, and cultural peace, contributing to the objectives of SDG 16: Peace, Justice, and Strong
Institutions, among others.

The host city Kasugai is known as Green City Kasugai. To this regard, the Kasugai Ratha Yatra is seen as an
opportunity to honor the environment and nature. Through symbaolic representations, eco-friendly practices,
community initiatives, and spiritual teachings, Ratha Yatra underscores the deep connection between humanity,
spirituality, and the natural world. The Ratha Yatra festival can serve as a reminder of our shared responsibility to
protect the planet while also celebrating the divine forces that animate and sustain life.

We extend our deepest gratitude to all volunteers, artists, sponsors, and supporters who have worked tirelessly to
make this event a reality. Without your dedication and love, none of this would be possible.

We extend our deepest love and appreciation to all the children who took part in Shree Jagannatha Society Japan’s
Mature Painting event at the Mahatma Gandhi Statue in Edogawa, Tokyo, in Commemaoration of the World
Environment Day 2025.

We would also like to extend our deepest respect and gratitude to all the senior members — Kawasaki San, Ohashi
San, Kawachi san, Ishida san, Kajita san, Ando san, among others, for guiding and helping us at every stage.

Our heartfelt appreciation to the Daisenji-cho community in Kasugai for mobilizing the Okagura music group as
well as providing their facility and space for Ratha assembling and decoration.

Finally, we would also like to express our deepest appreciation and gratitude to the Embassy of India Tokyo and
the Kasugai City for the moral support.

Last but not the |least it is heartening for all of us to know that Sri Ram Mandir Trust in Bando, Ibaraki, celebrates
the 3™ shree Jagannatha Ratha Yatra festival on 6 July 2025 along with 2™ Anniversary of Sri Ram Mandir Bando.

May the blessings of Lord Jagannath, Lord Balabhadra, and Devi Subhadra fill your hearts with peace, boy, and
prasperity.

Let us come together to celebrate, reflect, and renew our spirits as we embark on this sacred journey.
Vasudhaiva Kutumbakam — One Earth One Family.

Jai Jagannatha!
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o’ j’ggﬂn nath www.shreejagannathsocietyjapan.com

) Society Japan  facebook.com/groups/shreejagannathsociety.japan

It is extremely satisfying to see Indian community coming together in Japan for a spiritual
journey; where Shree Jagannath Society(SJS) Japan is thriving to celebrate our ancient
Vedic cultures in developing spiritual consciousness and building a cooperative society

together with Japanese people by participating in cross culture and welfare activities.

Our aim is to achieve universal peace, prosperity and brotherhood through deep insights
to Shree Jagannath Sanskriti. We would like to strengthen people-to-people bond,
friendship and promote cultural exchange between Indian & Japanese community by
organizing annual Shree Jagannath Rath Yatra Festivals in different Prefectures of Japan
with participation and ownership of Japanese & Indian community together. This year
we are extremely happy to celebrate two sister Rathayatras for 3™ consecutive year in
Kasugai City/Aichi (29" of June 2025) and in Bando City/Ibaraki (6 of July 2025)

respectively.

We further look to (a) Promote scholarly exchange of knowledge and research on Indian
philosophy and Shree Jagannath Sanskriti; (b) Provide guidance to Japanese scholars
who are interested to learn Indian culture, including classical and devotional dances like

Odishi, Bharatnatyam, Kathak etc

We are very happy to have Shri Ram Mandir Trust Japan with us in this spiritual journey
and organizing Rathyatra in Bando city together along with 2" Anniversary of Shri Ram
Mandir in the premise. We extend our heartfelt support to Kasugai Rathayatra
Organizing Committee and Tridhara Japan in hosting the Rathyatra in Kasugai

City/Aichi (greater Nagoya) for 3™ consecutive year.

Jai Jagannath !!

Gyanindra Mishra/0081-80-3633-4470
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http://www.shreejagannathsocietyjapan.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/shreejagannathsociety.japan

IV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV V YV VYV VYV VYV VYV YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV SVVYVVYY VY VVVSVVSVSVSFVSFFTY 3

year Rathyatra Puja at Kasugai/Aichi - 2024

2nd

year Rathyatra Pahandi at Kasugai/Aichi - 2024

2nd

year Rathyatra Pahandi at Kasugai/Aichi

2nd
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2024

2nd year Rathyatra Ratha Pulling at Kasugai/Aichi -
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3rd year Rathyatra meeting with Dy City Mayor - 2025 3rd year Rathyatra chariot making workshop - 2025

3rd year Rathyatra Pre-Event Yoga-workshop - 2025
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With great joy and devotion,
We cordially invite you and your family to grace the occasion of the

2nd Anmiversary of Shri Ra
and

Shree Jagannath Rath Vatra

a

MAY THIS AUSPICIOUS DAY INSPIRE YOU TO FOLLOW mi“gs
THE RATH OF DHARMA, JUST AS SHRI RAM DID.

Pooja 8:30- 10:00 am

Hawan/Pusphanijali 10:00- 10:30 am
Aarti 10:30-10:45 am
Pahandi 10:45-11:16 am

ultural Ceremony 11:15 am- 14:00 pm

Bhandara 12:30-14:00 pm

Chhera Pahnra 14:30 - 16:00 pm
& Chariot Pulling

@ ; 1> L MANDIR
shrirammandirjapan@gmail.com APAN
shreejagannathsocietyjapan@gmail.com :

Sty Jopaa

Location

lephone it
1(0)280-23-6036 @ +81 80 7710 0111 Ibrakiken Bandoshi Sugaya 54-2

3rd year Rathyatra meeting with Ambassador of India H.E. Sibi George - 2025

P19

w8 o

Ratha Yatra Festival
of Central Japan in Kasugal City (rlichi. Japan)
BBy HYF—F - 38 - ¥y bR
nFEX - FEHTHEDR)

£I5 — 2BRE Dinning Hall)
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Kartik Purnima Celebration in Shri Ram Mandir Bando/Ibaraki - 2024
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2024

Kartik Purnima Celebration in Shree Ram Mandir Sodo/Ibaraki
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Kartik Purnima Celebration in Shree Ram Mandir Sodo/Ibaraki - 2024
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Shree Jagannath Chandan Yatra at Sri Sri Radhakrishna Mandir(ISKCON), Funabori Tokyo - 2025

27

IV YV Y YV VYV VYV VYV YV YV Y VYV Y VYV YV Y VY VYV YV Y VYV VY YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VSVVSVSYSFSSTITTY




P Y Y Y Y VYV Y PV VY Y PV Y YV VY Y P PV Y VPV Y Y PV VY Y PV VY VP VY VPV Y Y YV VY VYV Y VYV YV VY YV VPV VYV VYV VSV VYV VYV VYV VV VY S VS S PF S IR ¥ 1

Boe- 300 oo B0 30e Boe- 30e Boe- 500 oo e B0e e 300 Boe- 500 0o B B0e Boe 300 Boe 500 oo B B0e e B0e Boe 0o oo e B0e e 30 oe 300 0o e300 0o v B0 500 B0 Boe e B30 0o oo B 0 B0 oo Boe- e 300 0o oo e 300 0o e e B0 B0 Boe e B 200 B0 oo e e B0 0o Bre e 5030 oo e e300 0o oo B0 e 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e B0 300 B0e Boe B0 30e30e oo e 5030 oo e B 300 B0e oo e e 0o 0o Bte e 50030 oot 50300 B0eBoe Bt 000 B0e oo Bre e 300 Boe Bt e300 B0e e St e oo e Boe e B

LA L e e

Contents

Article Name

—_

0 © N o g H> w N

.
o

11.

12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.

19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.

28.
29.
30.
31
32.
33.

34,
35.

My suffering due to Lord Brahma's error
Daridrya Dahana Stotram

Goddess Sarasvati and Ganga
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My sufferings due to Lord Brahma’s error

As we know, the Self (atma) is hidden
within all beings; if that is so, how can
we assert that this atma is indeed present
in every being?

The answer lies in the statement, ‘The
very presence of consciousness in every
being clearly indicates that the atma
(soul) exists within all.’

If that is the case, then why do we say
that the atma is hidden or concealed?

Because it does not reveal itself by
shining.

There are two reasons why the atma
(soul) is described as hidden or secret.

First, the atma is not available to be
perceived through any of our sense
organs. It is beyond sensory detection.

Second, the atma remains concealed due
to the seeker’s eligibility, or adhikaritva.
One cannot realize the Self unless one
attains the necessary inner preparedness
or qualification.

In that case, what is the eligibility
required to realize the Self?

The Self can be realized by one who
possesses an intellect that is both subtle
and sharp.

This naturally leads to another question:
What is the obstacle to developing such

30
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Munindra Pan‘da, Tokyo

pure intellect? Or, put differently how
can one transform the currently gross
intellect into one that is subtle and sharp?

This has been explained in Katha
Upanishad 2.1.1.

A TCANS AT T |
THIAFR: TRTCHTTHET-
TEaagEaETes] 120

< 9 c N

This is not only one of the core mantra
of kathopanisad, but also one of the oft-
quoted verse of Indian philosophy which
should be memorized and deeply
understood. Here, Lord Yama explains
the nature of our organs of perception;
surprisingly, the focus is not on their
merits but their limitations. Though they
are called Jianendriyas, the organs
meant for acquiring knowledge; they
often fail to lead us to true wisdom and
instead entangle us in the pursuit of
sensory pleasures. We have been facing
this challenge continually, due to an error
committed by the Lord Brahma Himself.

Here, the Supreme Lord is referred to as
Svayambhii, self-existent. He is the one
who is entirely independent and
absolutely untouched by the objective
world. Despite this, by projecting our
senses toward the mundane pleasures of
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the world, the Lord has, in a way,
inflicted an injury upon us causing the
inner self to become veiled.

Since our senses have an inherently
extroverted nature, we tend to perceive
only external objects of pleasure,
neglecting our own inner self. These
senses never grant us the opportunity to
look inward because they keep us
constantly occupied with the external
objective world. This is a universal truth:
from birth to death, and across countless
lives, we remain endlessly engaged in
the pursuit of worldly enjoyment.

Let us grasp this point directly through
the words of the mantra.

TIAY: SIJUT Wit

The self-existent Lord Brahma has
destroyed the sense organs.

In this context, why is He addressed as
Svayambhii?

Because, He is self-born, that means no
father or mother who is the cause of His
birth. He is eternally self-existent and
remains completely independent.

One might ask: How has the Lord
destroyed our sense organs?

The answer lies in the phrase “khani
paraiichi” , by making the sense organs
extroverted.

But then, one may wonder: Aren’t these
sense organs simply doing their job,
perceiving their respective sense
objects? Then, what is wrong with that?

These sense organs constantly perceive
the external world, but never turn inward
toward the antaratman (inner Self).

From birth until death, these senses have
never turned toward their cause, the arma
(Self). They remain in continual contact
with the things and beings of the material
world. Since these are externally
projected; hence, they are drawn towards
the external world.

For what reason do the senses turn
outward? Or, to ask differently: What is
the cause of their extroverted nature?

The sense organs (indriyas) are
inherently designed to face outward to
reveal their respective sense objects in
the external world.

The sense objects are five in number
namely

1. Sabda — sound, perceived by the
ears

2. Spar$a — touch, perceived by the
skin

3. Ripa—form and color, perceived
by the eyes

4. Rasa — taste, perceived by the
tongue

5. Gandha — smell, perceived by the
nose

A question may arise here, why do these
sense organs always remain engaged
with their respective sense objects?

The answer is ‘because it is their very
nature’.

If it is indeed the natural tendency of the
sense organs to be attracted to their
respective sense objects, then what is
wrong with it?
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The Sruti states: "tani vyatrnat ", these
have been damned.

Further  bhasyakara (commentator)
explains as himsitavan, which means
they have been afflicted, harmed or
damaged; as if these have been killed or
destroyed.

The Lord Himself is independent and
self-existent, yet He has made me
dependent on external things and beings.

The jiva, the individual soul, is
extremely busy perceiving and enjoying
the objects of the world. Because of this
constant outward engagement, it never
finds time to look inward in search of the
Self.

The Sruti further states:

Hi¥de U TeIIMcATAH V& which
means: “A rare wise person realizes the
inner Self within.

Here a question may arise, ‘While all are
constantly occupied in enjoying the
world of sense pleasures, how can the
wise who is also one of them realize the
inner self?’

For that Lord explains, 3Tdd d&]:

HHAcaH $TOT which means ‘Since the

wise desires immortality, he closes all
the gates of his senses’.

How can one attain the immortality by
covering these doors of the sense organs?

By closing the doors of the senses, one
no longer perceives the external objects
of pleasure. As a result, one gains the
opportunity to realize the inner Self.

How exactly does one realize that self
within?

32

By withdrawing these senses from their
respective external objects.

The word dhirah in this context refers to
dhiman, intelligent person and viveki, a
man of discrimination.

To explain this further, the bhasyakara
beautifully compares the wise person to
a rare individual who reverses the
current of a river and goes against the
natural flow which is extremely difficult.

In this context, let me remind of an
example we come across in purana
mythology about the mighty emperor
Kartavirya Arjuna who was reversing
flow of the river narmada by using his
thousands of hands. All our senses flow
like a river and reversing those is
extremely difficult for an ordinary being;
however, it is possible for a wise.

Where does the wise reach by going
against the current of the senses?

pratyak atmanam, To the indwelling self,
to the TcAT within.

pratyak + atma= pratyagatma; pratyak
means inner, indwelling and atma means
the self.

The word arma can be understood from
two perspectives: riidhi-artha,
conventional usage and vytpatti Artha,
etymological interpretation.

ridhi-artha refers to the meaning of a

word as it is commonly used in the world.

In the case of the word asma, not only is
it widely recognized in its conventional
sense, but it also aligns with its
etymological meaning. Ultimately, it is
the etymology that reveals the most
appropriate or essential meaning of a
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word. The term etymon signifies the true
or original meaning. From the very
beginning of its linguistic development
until now, the meaning of the word arma
has remained consistent.

According to both conventional and
etymological interpretations, atma
means the individual soul or inner self—
nothing else.

The commentator quotes a verse from
Linga Purana (1-70-96) to explain the
definition of atma and the meaning is as
below.

yat ca apnoti, that which pervades
everything and being of this Universe.

yat adatte, that which absorbs all.

yat ca atti visayaan iha, that which
experiences all the objects in this world.

How does it experience all the objects of
this world?

Being the jivatma or the individual souls,
we all are busy in experiencing, i.e.,
either enjoying or suffering through the
objects of this world.

Yat ca asya santato bhavah, even though
billions of souls appear to enjoy or suffer,
still its existence or reality remains
eternally intact.

Tasmat atma iti kirtyate, that is why it is
being glorified as arma.

The Bhasyakara concludes as ‘iti atma
sabda vyutpatti smaranat’,thus the
derivation of the word arma is explained
not only in shruti but also in the Smrti.

avrtta-caksuh means ‘closing the eyes’.

Merely covering our eyes does not mean
that the objects before wus vanish
completely. They continue to exist
vividly within our mind. Therefore, from
the perspective of vairagya or dispassion,
it is essential to renounce attachment to
these pleasurable objects, not just
physically avoid them.

Here, the eyes symbolize all the sense
organs, beginning with the ears. All
sense organs must completely withdraw
from their respective sense objects. The
moment one realizes the nityavastu the
permanent reality known as the arma, all
anityavastu, the ephemeral objects,
disappear from one’s life.

Only the one who has purified one’s own
heart can realize the self.

An ignorant person can only either enjoy
or suffer in the world under the illusion
of experiencing, whereas the wise,
because  of  self-realization, can
experience and witness the objects of the
world beautifully without getting
involved

Here a question arises, ‘It is extremely
natural for all of us to go with those sense
organs in search of pleasures. If so, how

come this rare wise can pursue to realize
the self?’

It is possible through continuous effort.

I am Atma, the Self that never changes
with time. [ existed in the past, even
before this body came into being. I am
here now, living this present life,
residing in this very body. Soon, this
body will cease to exist, but my
existence will remain unchanged.
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Realizing that I am the Svayambhii—the true realization of the Self, not
self-existent ~ One—is  immortality, something new to be achieved.
amrtatvam.  Immortality is  not

something I will attain in the future; it is
my present, eternal reality. This is the

Daridrya Dahana Siva Stotram

Lopamudra Thatoi, Tokyo, Japan
Jai Jagannath

The Daridrya Dahana Siva Stotram is a revered hymn dedicated to Lord Shiva which
means “The Hymn that Burns Away Poverty” composed by the great Sage Vasistha.

The term daridrya means poverty, and dahana means burning or destroying. At first
glance, one might assume that this stotram is a prayer for the removal of financial
hardship and the attainment of material abundance. But is the purpose of this hymn
simply to ask Lord Siva for wealth?

When we explore the deeper spiritual significance of the stotram, we find that daridrya
refers to much more than just monetary poverty. It also symbolizes deeper inner
afflictions that obstruct true spiritual growth. These include:

1. Spiritual ignorance (avidya) — not knowing one's true Self

2. Emotional and mental sorrow (duhkha) — the suffering born of attachment and
fear

3. Egoic limitation (ahamkara) — the false identification with the body, mind, and
sense organs etc.

4. Lack of inner fulfillment or peace — the persistent sense of incompleteness
despite external gains

From this angle, the Daridrya Dahana Siva Stotram becomes a profound prayer to Siva
to destroy not just outer poverty but all forms of existential poverty those arising from
our six internal enemies called kama, krodha, lobha, moha, mada, mascarya.
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Therefore, this stotram is not merely a request for material wealth, but a deeper spiritual
invocation for the removal of suffering, the awakening of wisdom (jfiana), and

ultimately, the attainment of liberation (moksa) or immortality.

Through the chanting of this stotram, the spiritual aspirant pray Lord Siva who himself
is the embodiment of wisdom, jnana and dispassion, vairagya and seeks not only relief
from worldly difficulties, but more importantly, the burning away of inner ignorance,

paving the way for Self-realization.

Let us learn the overall meaning of each verse in this Stotram.

fordrara TRewTOTE AU
FHUTTHATT VTTITIRERETRUTTT |
FHUTRTT-ALTATT TETLRT
TSI g T: o |

Salutations to Lord Siva, the Lord of the
Universe; the savior who delivers from
the ocean of worldly suffering named
hell; whose words are nectar to the ears,
who bears the moon upon His head;
whose radiant form glows like camphor
and whose locks are matted,
who burns away the sorrow born of

poverty.
TR W

HTATAHTT ST TIHSHUITS |
TR TR (HaAT
aTitgEg @ ggra T foram

Salutations to Lord Siva, the beloved of
Goddess Gaurl; who wears the crescent
moon, the king of the night; who is the
destroyer of the time/death; whose
mighty wrists are adorned with coiling
serpents; the one who bears the sacred
Ganga upon His matted locks; who
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crushed the elephant demon with ease
and the one who destroys the sorrow of
poverty.

afrirmr SermETTE
ST FHAHTARRAROI |
SAAHATT TUATHE T AT
AT §:EegTd T o |

I bow to that Lord Siva who burns away
the sorrow of poverty; who is dearly
loved by His devotees; who removes the
fear of illness and suffering from worldly
life; who 1is fierce and formidable in
form; who helps us cross the stormy
ocean of existence; who is the
embodiment of divine radiance and who
dances joyfully in the glory of His own
sacred names.

ELLEHRNER IS ICREEIR)
HATALUTTT ATUTHUSARTIZATS |
S RATEIITATS HASTERTT
TR W T ;e |

I salute that Lord Siva who burns the
sorrow of poverty; who is clothed in a
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hide, fierce and wild; who smears his
body with the ashes of funeral pyres;
who bears a third eye blazing upon his
forehead; who wears dazzling ear-studs
of precious gems; whose feet are
adorned with jingling anklets; whose
hair is matted, uncut, and free-flowing.

TS ORI ST
YT AT vSaT |
A HEETT TR HATS
TS g T: o ||

I prostrate that Lord Siva who burns the
sorrow of poverty; who has five radiant
faces shining in all directions; who wears
the king of serpents as his sacred
ornament; who is clothed in garments
woven of golden light; who is the
crowning glory of the three worlds; who
bestows divine boons with a gracious
heart; who 1s the wellspring of eternal
bliss; who, in mystery profound, is the
embodiment of sacred darkness.

AT HEATRARUT
AR HHATHAG AT |
AT AT AT
e g @eeT A: fram

I bow to Lord Siva, beloved of the
radiant Sun (Bhanupriya); who rescues
all beings from the ocean of worldly
existence; who is Kalantaka, the one who
ends even time itself; worshipped with
reverence by Brahma seated on the lotus;
who has three eyes, radiant with divine
sight and is adorned with all marks of
auspiciousness.

THTNETE TEATIRIE™

D

ATTET TR TSR |
qUAY quaRarE quieara
T 3T T fram

Salutations to Lord Siva who burns the
sorrow of poverty; who is dear to Rama;
who grants boons to Rama; who is partial
to serpents; who destroys the narka, hell
of sufferings; who is holiest among the
holy entities and who is worshipped by
Gods.

TR HeTaTd ORI
Tt qEHRETEA |
ATASTOHSHATT HE I
TR grEeeT T e |

I bow to Lord Siva who burns away the
sorrow of poverty; the one who is the
Lord of Liberation (Mukté$vara); the
bestower of boons and the leader of all
Ganas; the one who delights in the sacred
Gita and divine song; who rides on his
vehicle mighty bull, Vrsabha, His noble
steed, clothed in the skin of a mighty

elephant (Matangacarma), the great Lord.

BT wE  WEH  GERRETHERE |
mi'am—em iR E G e CE T
e o u%'%l?&m%w’mammn 21

This sacred hymn, composed by Sage
Vasistha, bestows all forms of wealth
and prosperity. Whoever recites it at
dawn, noon, and dusk; shall enjoy the
pleasures of heaven and divine bliss.
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Goddess Sarasvati and Ganga

I have learnt that in India, two goddesses
are worshipped for knowledge: Goddess
Sarasvati and Goddess Ganga.

Goddess Sarasvati, Sarasvati is the
goddess of learning, speech, creativity,
art, and music. She is said to have
originated from the mouth of Brahma;
hence, she is believed to reside on our
tongue. She is also called Vaagdevi, the
goddess of speech. If a person’s speech
is pure, thoughtful, and free from
unwanted topics, we understand that
Mother Sarasvati has blessed him or her.

Goddess Sarasvati is worshipped at the
beginning of one’s education. When a
small child begins to study, before
learning to write the alphabet, parents
seek Mother Sarasvati’s blessings.
Sarasvati holds a rosary called
varnamala, representing the alphabets.

Saragwa Tl in Jnaregangn’s imagination,

Goddess Ganga, Ganga is the goddess of
wisdom. Both goddesses are deities of
knowledge, but there is a basic difference.
Sarasvati is worshipped for the knowledge
needed to live in society—to study well and
get a good job for livelihood. Ganga is
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worshipped for learning about the self. That
is why it is not just called knowledge, but
wisdom.

A human being should worship and seek
blessings from both goddesses.

Sarasvati | Ganga
Stands for | Knowledge | Wisdom
Born from | Brahma Himalaya
Vehicle Swan Crocodile
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Gyosei International Nagareyama
Elementary School, Japan

Why physics of the universe appears to be fine-tuned to life?

MEMOIR THROUGH
A LEARNER'S GLANCE

Dr. Debakanta Mishra, Cuttack

Senior Educationist, Popular Science Author & Speaker at Self-employed

The fundamental constants of nature
seem perfectly tuned to allow life to exist.
If they were a little bit different, we
simply would not be here. Given the
grave existential fact, we are forced to
ask a question : Why?

Our laws of physics contain
several parameters with values that we
cannot predict from theory alone. These
are known as fundamental constants. We
can only go out and measure their values
and then insert those values into our
equations to make physics work. All told,
there are about two dozen of such
constants. They express such basic facts
as the speed of light, the strength of the
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four fundamental forces, and the masses
of the elementary particles.

What is specially unnerving about
these basic values is how carefully
crafted they appear to be. If any were
different by a tiny amount, our universe
would be radically altered. For example,
stronger gravity would make stars burn
out faster, preventing the rise of the solar
systems and the life- bearing planets
like Earth. If the speed of light were
faster or the electrons were heavier, stars
would not even form in the first place. If
Planck’s constant were different, the
cosmos would be totally unrecognizable.
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It appears that we live on the knife- edge,
where only the narrowest combination
of values for the fundamental constants
allow life, and specially conscious life,to
arise. This is the heart of the fine- tuning
argument: that the universe appears to
favor the existence of life. So why are we
here?

One answer is to simply end this line
of thinking right there. The constants are
the way they are because if they were
different, we would not be there to
observe it. This is called Anthropocene
argument: life exists because otherwise,
it would be impossible for life to exist.

Many physicists and philosophers
consider the anthropic principle a little
less than satisfying. While it does answer
a question, we seem to have this nagging
feeling that there is more to the theory,
which needs to be explored.

Another possibility is that there are
more than one universe- that we live in a
multiverse, with each different universe”
sampling” different values of the
constants. There are a few extremely
hypothetical ideas in physics that can
lead to the multiverse One is through the
concept of eternal inflation, where the
very early universe never ended it’s
period of rapid expansion and different
portions of the overall multiverse
“pinched off” to create their own bubble
universes.

Another path to the multiverse
comes from the string theory, where
extra spatial dimensions can twist up on
themselves in dizzying number of ways.
Each possible arrangement would lead to
a new values of physical constants, and
even entirely new laws of physics. The
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range of possible combinations is known
as the landscape, with our universe
consisting of one point that landscape.

In these multiverse- inspired
ideas ,there are multitude of universes”
out there” that do not support life- but
this one does, so here we are. At the end
of the day, it is still the anthropic
argument! But at least it is the one that
explain how different values of constants
can be realized.

But there are issues with both these
ideas. Importantly, both are hypothetical
and not supported by any available
evidence , that is, we can not even make
any testable predictions.

What is more, the eternal inflation
and string theory contain their own
constants that are not “ explored” by
different iterations of the multiverse. For
example, string theory assumes a certain
number of extra dimensions- a number
that is not predicted by the theory itself.
And the eternal inflation requires any
number of extra unknown parameters to
make it work.

So no matter what, we can not yet
escape some form of fundamental
constant ,or some form of knowledge
about the universe that we can not
explain from our theories themselves.

It is therefore natural and logical for
us to keep digging . This eternal digging
process is the thrilling as well as
inspiring aspect of conducting basic
scientific Reasearch, for which most of
the brilliant researchers all over the
world are now engaged in this eternal
quest to find the absolute truth about the
mystery behind the origin and evolution
of the universe.
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Learning The Ropes

Come, the festive days are here

Come shoving your way through the crowd
Here are three serpents, coiled in hidden might,
Who transfigure into holy ropes.

Now they will straighten, not slither

Tied to the three chariots of the deities.

Had they not turned into ropes

You couldn’t touch or hold them in your hands
So tightly in your gras

To cleanse what weighs within.

L;. —

Here is Sankhachuda, Dr. Chittaranjan Misra
the conch crested serpent from the neck of Shiva

Transformed into the rope

That hauls Lord Jagannath’s car

Look at Basuki

wrapped around the mountain’s girth

Who once used as a rope to churn the ocean of milk
Helped the gods and demons get among other things
The lethal poison and the nectar of immortality

Is unwinding itself as a :?/pe

To pull the chariot of Shri Balabhadra.

Swarnachuda,the gold crested scymt queen is here
Tied to the chariot of Devi Subhadra
Now a thick cord for Subhadra’s ride.

Come, let us touch the three of them
The chariots move on with grand rhythm
On the grand road of Puri

The ropes fuidlng lakhs of pilgrims,
Drowning in the surge

All striving just to place a hand.

We stay roped to

The fence of our desires

But do not know

How to untie the lasso.

Come, here are the secrets

The secrets are in touching the ropes.
We never learn the ropes,

We let our ships with masts and sails
Be tossed by treacherous winds.
Come, see the three serpents straighten
Come, let us learn the ropes

As they become guides, not coils.

Dr. Chittaranjan Misra

Water Works Road

Puri - 752002
chittaranjanmisra@gmail.com
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Agni, soul connect with the divine!!

Jai Jagannath

This article is inspired by a powerful
encounter with my teacher, who
illuminated the significance of a deity
central to our very existence—one who
sustains us each day and whose
departure from our body signals the end
of life itself.

This divine entity is so essential that we
begin all Sanatana sodasa-upacara
(sixteen-fold rituals) with the very first
mantra offered to this deity.

I’'m confident that by now, these clues
are enough for my inquisitive readers to
solve the riddle.

If you still haven’t guessed it, let me
make it simple by presenting a mantra
that is often the first offered at the
beginning of any Sanatana ritual:

QIsAfd W seA A9 STt |
A g3 A 919 QIS AT I

Deepa Jyoti Param Brahma, Deepa Jyoti
Janardana,
Deepo Haratu Me Papam, Deepa Jyoti
Namo'stute

In this mantra, the sacred flame (Deepa
Jyoti) is venerated as Param Brahma—
the Supreme Absolute, and Janardana, a
name of Lord Visnu. It is more than a
physical source of light; it represents
Agni, the divine fire, who stands as a
bridge between the material and spiritual
realms.

Agni’s light symbolizes the removal of
ignorance and the awakening of inner
wisdom, echoing its Vedic identity as the

.Anil Misra, Japan

eternal sustainer, purifier, and guide.
This illuminating force does not merely
dispel physical darkness but leads the
seeker inward toward self-knowledge
and liberation.

Agni in the Vedas

The reverence for Agni is not limited to
rituals alone—it is embedded at the very
root of the Vedas. The Rgveda, the oldest
of the four Vedas, opens with a verse
dedicated to Agni, reflecting his prime
importance in Vedic cosmology and
spirituality.

wohe  qoRd

Ficdol# | Bla  {eaTerrd Al
(Rgveda 1.1.1)

Transliteration:

Agni mide purohitarh yajfiasya devarn
rtvijam,

Hotaram ratnadhatamam.

"I praise Agni, the household priest, the
divine minister of sacrifice, the invoker,
and the bestower of treasures."

Agoni: The Inner Flame and Cosmic
Force

Agni is not only revered as the sacred fire
of rituals but is also considered the
sustainer of life itself. Within the human
body, Agni  governs  digestion,
transforming food into nourishment and
energy. This internal fire, known as
jatharagni, is metaphorically seen as the
flame that sustains bodily functions,
health, and vitality.

IV YV Y YV VYV VYV VYV YV YV Y VYV Y VYV YV Y VY VYV YV Y VYV VY YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VSVVSVSYSFSSTITTY

TIEg &aH

Boe- 300 0o B 30e Boe- 300 Boe- 500 oo 0o e 300 30w 500 0o e 0o e 300 Boe- 500 oo e B0e e300 Boe 00 oo e 0o e 300 oe 00 0o 0300 Bre e e 50030 Boe e B B0 0o oo e 030 0o e e 300 0o oo e e B0 0o e e 000 oo o e 00 30 oo e S 0o 0o e e 50030 oo e e300 0o oo e e 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 50300 30e 20w B0 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e e300 B0eBoe e 0 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 5300 B0eBoe e 000 B0e 0o Bte I 3000 et e300 B0e o St e Do e e e B
Lt L A L L L L A L L A L L L e e




P Y Y Y Y VYV Y PV VY Y PV Y YV VY Y P PV Y VPV Y Y PV VY Y PV VY VP VY VPV Y Y YV VY VYV Y VYV YV VY YV VPV VYV VYV VSV VYV VYV VYV VV VY S VS S PF S IR ¥ 1

Boe- 300 oo B0 30e Boe- 30e Boe- 500 oo e B0e e 300 Boe- 500 0o B B0e Boe 300 Boe 500 oo B B0e e B0e Boe 0o oo e B0e e 30 oe 300 0o e300 0o v B0 500 B0 Boe e B30 0o oo B 0 B0 oo Boe- e 300 0o oo e 300 0o e e B0 B0 Boe e B 200 B0 oo e e B0 0o Bre e 5030 oo e e300 0o oo B0 e 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e B0 300 B0e Boe B0 30e30e oo e 5030 oo e B 300 B0e oo e e 0o 0o Bte e 50030 oot 50300 B0eBoe Bt 000 B0e oo Bre e 300 Boe Bt e300 B0e e St e oo e Boe e B

LA L e e

Beyond the physical, Agni symbolizes
the inner energy and willpower that fuels
human endeavors, creativity, and
spiritual evolution. It represents the fiery
drive that propels individuals toward
knowledge, action, and ultimately, self-
realization.

Agni is also honored as a protector and
guide. Its light dispels the darkness of
ignorance and illuminates the path of
righteousness (dharma). Agni’s dual
nature—destructive and nurturing—
serves as a profound metaphor for the
balance of life. Just as fire can destroy, it
also purifies and transforms. This duality
reminds us to harness its power wisely
and responsibly for the welfare of all
beings.

The deep veneration of Agni in Vedic
literature highlights its multidimensional
role—as a force essential for material
survival, a purifier in ritual and spiritual
practice, and a guide on the path to
liberation. In every flame we light,
whether on an altar or within our hearts,
Agni is present—as witness, messenget,
and divine energy.

Agni and Shiva: The Fire Within the
Great God

Let us now explore another profound
dimension of Agni, this time through
the lens of Lord Shiva, one of the most
significant and revered deities in the
Vedic and post-Vedic traditions.

We begin with a powerful mantra that
encapsulates the multifaceted nature of
Lord Shiva:

AFAET IE] HITAle [aedRay
HEICd Ui Ao

EEAEGEIRIPRCACIIELETAR
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ICER R ERIE gdag

FeIRaT NA-AGCAT A7H: ||

Namaste Astu Bhagavan Visvesvaraya
Mahdadevaya Tryambakaya
Tripurantakaya

Trikagni Kalaya Kalagni Rudraya
Nilakanthaya Mrtyunijayaya
Sarvesvardaya Sadasivaya Sriman
Mahdadevaya Namabh.

Meaning and Context of the Mantra

This mantra is a deeply reverent
invocation, offering salutations to Lord
Shiva, acknowledging him as the
eternal, all-powerful, and transformative
force of the universe. Each epithet
within this chant reveals a layer of his
cosmic significance:

o Namaste Astu Bhagavan
Visvesvaraya — Salutations to
the Supreme Lord who governs
the entire universe.

e Mahadevaya — The "Great God,"
unmatched in divinity and
power.

e Tryambakaya — The three-eyed
One, symbolizing omniscience
and the transcendence of time
(past, present, future).

e Tripurantakaya — Destroyer of
the three cities (Tripura),
representing the destruction of
ego, ignorance, and attachment.

o Trikagni Kalaya — The eternal
force that transcends the three
fires: spiritual yearning, worldly
duties, and material desires.

o Kalagni Rudraya — The fierce
fire of time; Shiva as the
transformer, dissolving creation
to bring about renewal.

o Nilakanthaya — The blue-
throated one who drank the

IV YV Y YV VYV VYV VYV YV YV Y VYV Y VYV YV Y VY VYV YV Y VYV VY YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VSVVSVSYSFSSTITTY

Boe- 300 0o B 30e Boe- 300 Boe- 500 oo 0o e 300 30w 500 0o e 0o e 300 Boe- 500 oo e B0e e300 Boe 00 oo e 0o e 300 oe 00 0o 0300 Bre e e 50030 Boe e B B0 0o oo e 030 0o e e 300 0o oo e e B0 0o e e 000 oo o e 00 30 oo e S 0o 0o e e 50030 oo e e300 0o oo e e 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 50300 30e 20w B0 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e e300 B0eBoe e 0 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 5300 B0eBoe e 000 B0e 0o Bte I 3000 et e300 B0e o St e Do e e e B
Lt L A L L L L A L L A L L L e e




P Y Y Y Y VYV Y PV VY Y PV Y YV VY Y P PV Y VPV Y Y PV VY Y PV VY VP VY VPV Y Y YV VY VYV Y VYV YV VY YV VPV VYV VYV VSV VYV VYV VYV VV VY S VS S PF S IR ¥ 1

Boe- 300 oo B0 30e Boe- 30e Boe- 500 oo e B0e e 300 Boe- 500 0o B B0e Boe 300 Boe 500 oo B B0e e B0e Boe 0o oo e B0e e 30 oe 300 0o e300 0o v B0 500 B0 Boe e B30 0o oo B 0 B0 oo Boe- e 300 0o oo e 300 0o e e B0 B0 Boe e B 200 B0 oo e e B0 0o Bre e 5030 oo e e300 0o oo B0 e 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e B0 300 B0e Boe B0 30e30e oo e 5030 oo e B 300 B0e oo e e 0o 0o Bte e 50030 oot 50300 B0eBoe Bt 000 B0e oo Bre e 300 Boe Bt e300 B0e e St e oo e Boe e B

LA L e e

Halahala poison during the
churning of the cosmic ocean,
protecting the universe.

e Mrtyuijayaya — The conqueror
of death, bestower of moksa
(liberation), and the end of the
cycle of samsara (rebirth).

e Sarves$varaya — Lord of all
beings and the cosmos.

o Sadasivaya — The eternal and
unchanging reality, embodying
pure consciousness and absolute
truth.

o Sriman Mahadevaya Namah — A
final offering of deep reverence
to the glorious and radiant
Mahadeva.

This mantra is deeply rooted in Hindu
spirituality and philosophy, serving as a
comprehensive acknowledgment of
Shiva's multifaceted roles as creator,
preserver, and destroyer within the
eternal cosmic cycle. Each epithet
unfolds a distinct dimension of his
nature—from his protective compassion
to his formidable transformative power.
Regularly recited during meditative
practices, spiritual rituals, and times of
introspection or divine seeking, the
mantra is a source of courage, inner
strength, and transcendence. It guides the
devotee through the challenges of life,
invoking Shiva's grace to overcome fear,
ignorance, and suffering. At its core, it
seeks  alignment with  universal
consciousness—with the rhythms of
creation, destruction, and rebirth.
Through its recitation, aspirants aim to
receive Shiva's blessings for spiritual
growth, protection, and liberation from
worldly  limitations. The mantra
embodies the essence of surrender,
devotion, and reverence toward Shiva as
the supreme source of transformation
and divine wisdom.
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While each syllable of mantra is
significant, for this article I intend to
cover the presence of fire deity.

Agni, Kala, and the Conscious Force
of Siva

The mantra we explored earlier contains
two distinct epithets related to Agni:
Trikagni Kalaya and Kalagni Rudraya.
Both highlight the presence of fire (Agni)
in Lord Siva’s divine form, yet each
reflects a different cosmic function.

Trikagni Kalaya: The Master of the
Triple Fires
The term Trikagni refers to the three
fundamental fires that symbolize the
transformative energies governing the
COSMOS:

1. The fire of creation (srsti),

2. The fire of preservation (sthiti),

and

3. The fire of destruction (samhara).
As Trikagni Kalaya, Siva is honored as
the supreme controller of these forces.
He does not merely participate in the
cycles of creation and dissolution—he
transcends and harmonizes them. This
epithet affirms Siva's role as the cosmic
flame that sustains the balance of
existence, ensuring that life unfolds,
evolves, and ultimately returns to its
source.

Kalagni Rudraya: The Fire of Time and
Transformation

The second term, Kalagni Rudra, is
equally powerful.
Here, Kala means time, and Agni means
fire. Together, they point to the all-
consuming force of time, which, like fire,
transforms all that exists.

Kalagni is not merely destructive—it is
purifying and renewing. Time consumes
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the old to make space for the new.
When paired with Rudra, Siva's fierce
and transformative aspect, this epithet
depicts him as the eternal force that
dismantles illusions, burns ignorance,
and prepares the soul for liberation
(moksa).

Agni and Kala: Powers of Pure
Consciousness
To truly understand why Siva—pure
consciousness—is associated with fire
and destruction, one must grasp the role
of consciousness in transformation.
Consciousness (cif), the essence of Siva,
is not static. It is the animating principle
behind all movement, change, and
awareness. Without consciousness, life
has no witness, no progression, and no
liberation.
But how does this unchanging
consciousness bring about change?
Through its two divine powers:
1. Kala — 7ime, the measurement
and flow that governs the
sequence of birth, growth, decay,

and death.
2. Agni — Fire, the transformative
force that enables change,

purification, and rebirth.
Let’s consider a simple yet profound
analogy. Imagine flipping through an old
photo album.
You see:

e Pictures of your birth and
childhood — this is your past.

e Your current appearance — the
present.

e And based on what you see, you
begin to imagine your future —
age, decline, and beyond.

This flow of perception—past, present,
and future—is Kala in action. It is time
that allows these stages to manifest. And
it is consciousness that witnesses them
all. The very awareness that you are
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changing is rooted in the changeless
Self—Siva.

In this way, Siva as consciousness does
not merely observe the flow of life; He
governs it through Kala and Agni,
enabling both the continuity of time and
the transformation of the soul.

Agni in the Context of Lord Siva
Agni, or fire, plays a multifaceted role in
Hindu philosophy, especially in
connection with Lord Siva. I understand
it in two profound ways:
1. Mukhagni — The fire that enters
the mouth of the departing soul.
This fire is responsible for
burning the physical, gross body
after death. It is the common fire
that all beings encounter, the one
that consumes the earthly form.
2. Jianagni — The fire of wisdom,
symbolized by Lord Siva’s third
eye. This divine fire has the
power to burn not just the
physical body but also the subtle
and causal bodies — the layers of
our existence woven by our
sanchita karma (accumulated
past actions). This fire leads to
complete liberation by
destroying all karmic residues.
While all souls receive Mukhagni to
consume the physical body, only a
fortunate few invoke Jiianagni, the fire of
wisdom, enabling full freedom from the
cycle of birth and death.

How to Live Consciously with Agni?
Now that the significance of Agni has
been revealed through sacred mantras
and invocations, the question arises:
How can I consciously live in connection
with Agni throughout my life? And what
benefits will this bring?
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The answer lies deep within Indian
mythology and spiritual stories that we
all know, hear, or have seen in
dramatized forms.

The Story of Lord Hanuman and the
Sun

One well-known story tells of young
Lord Hanuman, who one morning saw
the glowing orange Sun and leapt to
swallow it whole. On the surface, this
story charms us with the innocence and
playfulness of Hanuman. But its
philosophical meaning is profound.

e The Sun is the visible deity, the
Pratyaksa Brahman, the
manifest source of light and life.

e The Sun, as a cosmic deity, is
incredibly busy and cannot rest
even for a moment; if he did, the

entire Earth would fall into chaos.

o If Hanuman, the embodiment of
pure knowledge and devotion, is
to choose a teacher, the Dbest
possible one is Lord Sun.

o But since the Sun cannot come to
Hanuman, the young hero must
approach Brahmamuhurta Surya
— the early dawn Sun — to seek
wisdom.

Thus, eating the Sun is a metaphor for
receiving the taste of wisdom—the
ultimate knowledge illuminating the
mind.

Challenges on the Path
However, obstacles arise on this spiritual
journey:

e Rahu (likes) and Ketu (dislikes)
represent the dual forces of
attraction and aversion that
attempt to block Hanuman.

e Indra, the king of devas and
controller of the senses (both
inner antahkarana and outer
bahirkarana), attacks Hanuman
with his thunderbolt (vajra).

Imagine Indra attacking Hanuman—
who is himself an armsa-avatara (partial
incarnation) of Lord Siva! This
represents the tuning of the mouth and
jaws, symbolizing the control needed to
transform the fire that resides on the
tongue into speech filled with wisdom
and power.

It is no coincidence that Hanuman is
often called Nava Vyakarana Pandita—
the learned master of grammar—
reflecting the deep, disciplined wisdom
expressed through his powerful speech,
blessed by the gods.

Vedas — History & Significance

The Vedas are holy books that serve as
spiritual guides for the Hindu religion.
The Vedas are defined as the oldest holy
books in Hinduism (although this is
debated by scholars) and thought to be
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orally dictated by Brahma (The
Creator), to wise men who eventually
wrote them down. At first, writing down
the Vedas was forbidden, but they are
now available in written form, although
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the originals were lost many years ago.
Despite the availability of the writings,
the Vedas are still called Sruti or shruti,
meaning "that which is heard." "Veda"
means "knowledge" in Sanskrit, the
language in which the Vedas are written.
The texts of the Vedas are the foundation
of the Hindu religion.

Vedas History

The Vedas, also called scriptures, differ
from other religious scriptures in that
many of those other holy texts were
believed to have been given to people
during specific periods. The Vedas are
thought to have always been in existence
and were discovered by wise men who
were in profoundly meditative states of
mind. Although there is no known date
for these revelations, the most common
belief is that they happened circa 1500
B.C.E,which is known as the Vedic
Period.

The Four Vedas

How many Vedas are there? There are
four main Vedas, which are divided into
the different kinds of texts contained
within them. Collectively, these holy
books contain instructions for and
information on life in general, behavior,
nature, and religion.

Rig Veda

The Rig Veda, known as the Book of
Mantra and the most important of the
holy books, is a compilation of hymns,
and it also contains information about

the Rig Vedic culture and its mythologies.

Its writings are the most ancient of all
Sanskrit incantations, and this book is
the oldest of all books written in any
Indo-European language. There are more
than 1,000 songs in the Rig Veda; they
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are comprised of approximately 10,600
stanzas, with each stanza having
eight adhayayas (chapters). The hymns
were written by seven main seers
(authors or rishis): Vishwamitra, Kanwa,
Vashistha, Jamadagni, Gotama, Atri, and
Bharadwaja. This Veda contains
information about politics, economics,
social practices, and the religion of the
Rig-Vedic society. The Yajur Veda, Sama
Veda, and Atharva Veda are part of the
Vedic period because they were
composed after the Rig Veda.

Sama Veda

The Sama Veda, known as the Book of
Song, is a collection of ritualistic
melodies or saman. Since all of its
hymns came from the Rig Veda and it
contains no unique teachings of its own,
the Sama Veda is considered a shorter
version of the Rig Veda. It is a series of
hymns and chants used by the priests
during the Soma sacrifice. It consists of
1,549 verses and separated into two
sections: the arcika (verses) and
the gana (melodies). The purpose of
these songs is to encourage dancing,
which uplifts the soul.

Yajur Veda

The Yajur Veda, known as the Book of
Ritual, is a book of liturgies that are
designed for religious ceremonies.
During sacrifices, priests chant the
prayers and yajus (sacrificial formulas)
within the book. It closely resembles the
Egyptian "Book of the Dead", and there
are six recessions of it: Taittiriya,
Madyandina, Kathaka, Kapishthala,
Maitrayani, and Kanva. The book is
divided into two sections: the dark Yajur
Veda, which refers to those portions that
are unclear and poorly organized, and the
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light Yajur Ved, which applies to the
verses that are clearer and in better order.

Atharva Veda

The Atharvaveda is significant for
several reasons, including ways that
extend beyond Indian society.

Within India, it has provided a basis for
which people could understand things
like the duties of court priests by
establishing rituals pertaining to royalty.
These rituals include prayers at the
consecration of a king and the creation of
amulets for strengthening royalty. Court
priests would be the ones to assist royalty
with these prayers, amulets, and charms.

It additionally provided ways that people
could, at least allegedly, influence the
world around them. It also contains the
first references to other Indian texts, such
as the Puranas, which has been useful for
historians trying to pinpoint when these
texts came into being. While the
Atharvaveda was likely oral tradition for
some time, there are approximate,
attributable dates to its composition that
have helped develop the timeline of
Indian and world history.

Significance of the Vedas in today’s
world.

The Vedas are considered one of the
most sacred scriptures that are highly
revered by online casino players in
Ireland. It is said that the Veda is a
treasure trove of wisdom and knowledge
that allows many to earn smartly at the
best online casino in Ireland that
is available on your mobile. They say
that they are the point of creation, and the
term Veda itself means knowledge,
which is the hidden idea of the existence
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of mankind and this is very informative
for online casino players.

The Vedas are considered to be one of the
most sacred scriptures of the Hindu
religion. They are claimed to be among
the world’s oldest scriptures. Veda is said
to be the treasure vault to wisdom and
knowledge. It is noted that Vedas are
eternal and vibrate in the outer
dimensions of the world of Brahmans.

They are said to be the point of creation.
The term ‘Veda’ means knowledge,
which is the ulterior idea of the existence
of humanity. Vedas manifest the cause,
function, and response of human
existence in a way that promotes
liberation or Nirvana.

They are concerned with the nature of
the Divine and are not restricted to one
particular God or idea. Ancient sages
believed that the concept of ‘Vedas’ has
always existed and is beyond the idea of
time. The Vedas were usually orally
passed down from one generation to the
other until they were written on record
between 1500c to 500 BCE, the so-called
Vedic Period of India.

The Vedas are a collection of thousands
of hymns, which are nothing but divine
revelation. These revelations were in the
form of hymns, which were passed on to
their disciplines orally. Vedas traced its
roots to a period when there was a single
universal language and no scripts.

A major part of Vedas is hymns, which
must be chanted with grandeur because
there is a spiritual significance of the
chants. The chants produce beneficial
vibrations which ensure well-being and
healing. It may be termed as a
therapeutic experience.
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An interesting fact about the Vedas is
that even the sound of the mantras has a
meaning, apart from the lyrics. The
sound and lyrics are embedded together
over time, which is said to have defied
corruption and mutation. Vedas teach the
truth about the unknown and eternity.

It pertains to the cognizance of these
undiscovered sense organs-regarding
living organisms(jivas), the universe
(Jagat), and God(Ishvara). Ancient saints
and sages believed that nature and its
powers are the manifestations of
Brahma.

They describe the creation, preservation,
and ultimate dissolution of the universe.
The Vedas also deal with the
development of the soul- its evolution,
destiny, bondage, and freedom.
Liberation is inevitable, and so is
oblivion.

The crux of the Vedas is that they bridge
the gap between a supersensuous
dimension, oblivious to human intellect,
to a man’s everyday state of
consciousness. Vedas advocate that there
exists a deep-rooted relationship
between matter and soul, the universe
and living beings, which have answers to
all worldly problems.

The Story of Prahalada

The story of Prahlada, unlike the other
stories, doesn't originate from the
Upanishads, but rather emerges from the
Vishnu Purana and other sacred texts
associated with Vaishnavism. Yet, it
holds immense philosophical and
spiritual significance, resonating with
themes of unwavering devotion, the
power of divine grace, and the ultimate
triumph of good over evil.

I T. Kumkum Gouri, 8" Grade, NPS Whitefield, Bangalore

The Pious Prince:

Prahlada was the son of Hiranyakashipu,
a powerful demon king consumed by a
maniacal desire for immortality. In his
arrogance, Hiranyakashipu declared
himself to be the sole ruler of the
universe, forbidding the worship of any
other deity. Yet, Prahlada, from a young
age, defied his father's tyrannical rule.
He remained an ardent devotee of Lord
Vishnu, the preserver god, his heart
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overflowing with pure love and
unwavering faith.

Despite Hiranyakashipu's attempts to
dissuade him, Prahlada's devotion only
grew stronger. He found solace in
chanting hymns and meditating on Lord
Vishnu, his unwavering faith becoming a
beacon of hope amidst his father's
tyrannical reign.

Trials of Faith:

Hiranyakashipu, enraged by Prahlada's
defiance, subjected him to a series of
brutal tests. He threw him from towering
cliffs, poisoned him with deadly
concoctions, and even sent demons to
devour him. But through it all, Prahlada
remained unscathed, protected by the
divine grace of Lord Vishnu.

His unwavering faith and devotion
served as a testament to the power of
pure love and surrender. Each trial only
strengthened Prahlada's resolve, his
unwavering voice proclaiming the
omnipresence of Lord Vishnu even in the
face of seemingly insurmountable
threats.

The Cosmic Intervention:

Finally, in a desperate attempt to silence
Prahlada, Hiranyakashipu challenged
him to a duel within a fiery pillar. As the
flames  engulfed them, Prahlada
continued to chant hymns of praise to
Lord Vishnu. From within the inferno,

Lord Vishnu emerged in his Narasimha
avatar, a half-man, half-lion form of
terrifying power.

With his razor-sharp claws, Narasimha
ripped open Hiranyakashipu's chest,
slaying the demon king and rescuing
Prahlada. This divine intervention
marked the triumph of good over evil,
showcasing the unwavering protection
Lord Vishnu bestowed upon his devoted
devotee.

Deep Meaning:

The story of Prahlada transcends the
realm of mere mythology. It offers
profound insights into the human
condition and the power of faith. It
reminds us that:

Devotion conquers all: Prahlada's
unwavering faith in Lord Vishnu served
as a shield against fear and harm. His
story teaches us that true devotion can
overcome even the most daunting
challenges.

Divine grace protects the
faithful: Prahlada's miraculous survival
through  trials and  tribulations
exemplifies the unwavering protection
Lord Vishnu bestows upon his devotees.
It fosters trust and surrender to the divine
forces that guide us.

Good triumphs over evil: The ultimate
defeat of Hiranyakashipu signifies the
eventual victory of righteousness over
evil. It inspires hope and faith in the
ultimate triumph of truth and justice.
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The Ratha and the Cosmogenesis

\

Ca—T X Il BW TR FEEHITAIES
NI=Dh]EWVHIRINE | TR FARSF], B
DD EVHRIO I, EIXFRVE O
Thd, BIE T PR FOREEL T, %
FIXH 2 DEIRIZBITDYT-DHTOF G L
L CREDILDD, ZOMRAMEE IZITEITE
DFELRH D,

In the framework of Jyotisa, the question
“Why was the universe created?” is, in essence,
of the same nature as the question “Why did I
awaken this morning?” While the former is
typically treated as a subject of philosophy or
cosmology, and the latter as an ordinary
occurrence in daily life, both inquiries share a
remarkably similar underlying structure.

FA7-HI3E, B2 L, B AR
5, ZOERI, FEERITITREEL TV
W—BERH5, T2 TIEIB W) imEsd
DIEETHY, 7272 15D | LWV R T2T D3
STW5B, UL, BB, TFAUIFTZ 1 &K
S, EORDEOELND, BENFFIRD
FOITEEED | T E ., BREEICx T 258
HMNEFEND, ZOTRRL, FEHNARYD
LD EARMENSEAT L T <amFEEHELIL T
W2,

Each morning, we rise to the surface of
consciousness and open our eyes. Just prior to
entering the waking state, there exists a
fleeting moment in which even the sense of
“self” 1is indeterminate—only a vague
awareness of being remains. Then, in a single
moment, the realization “I am myself” arises.
From that instant, thoughts begin to flow, and
the perception of time, obligations, and
environment takes form. This entire process
closely mirrors the manner in which the
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cosmos emerges from an undifferentiated
wholeness into manifest reality.
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The sage Parasara, whose teachings form part
of the Vedic tradition, describes the creation of
the cosmos in terms of the emergence of the
three guna (qualities): sattva, rajas, and tamas.
The initial moment of recognition upon
entering the waking state—*I am myself"—is
aligned with sattva. It is the arising of a
conscious subject capable of knowing.

Wiz, BENRAH L, (4137259 )
Ml 3~ X&) | BIEEID G E D, 2TV
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~YATHY, MGHHROFEIMTHD,

Subsequently, a cascade of thoughts unfolds—
“What time is it?” “What must I do today?”
This phase corresponds to rajas, the quality of
motion, intention, and the arising of temporal
awareness within the waking state. Eventually,
concrete external objects—such as the ticking
of a clock or the content of a message—enter
perception. This is tamas, the recognition of
the objective world.

ZDFI7 B BEORMIX, FSLIFHA
EOMEX ToHD, IR DTN OIEED | IR
EITHE R RICE D, 2T, R
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This tripartite unfolding is a microcosm of
cosmic creation itself. Beginning with higher
cognition, it gradually descends into the realm
of physical objects. It also symbolizes the
soul’s descent into samsara—the phenomenal
world—motivated by the primordial desire to
know itself.
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This structure finds a vivid mythological
parallel in the story of Jagannatha, the
principal deity of Odisha, India. During the
annual Ratha Yatra, the god rides a massive
chariot (ratha), emerging from the sanctum
sanctorum of the temple to journey through the
town. After several days, he returns to his
original seat. This mythic journey mirrors the
cosmic arc: departure from pure being,
manifestation into the world, and eventual
return.

Z5 ()1, BRDEVYTIXRW, ZHUE
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The ratha (chariot) is not merely a vehicle; it
symbolizes the body of the conscious
subject—the “I”— which descends into the
material world through the operation of the
guna and ultimately returns to its essential
nature. The chariot's architecture itself is
symbolic: its square base represents stability
and  support, while the triangular
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superstructure embodies the three guna,
denoting dynamism and transformation.
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This symbolism resonates with the ancient
Indian yajfia-kunda (sacrificial fire altar), often
designed as an inverted pyramid: narrowing
downward but with a square opening at the top.
It serves as a metaphor for how the universe
takes form—descending from the subtle to the
concrete, from higher dimensions to manifest
reality. This architectural and cosmological
symbolism also aligns with two key concepts
in Jyotisa: kendra and trikona.
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Jyotisa offers two distinct systems for dividing
the 27 or 28 naksatra: one based on 3x9, and
another on 4x7. The former corresponds to the
triangle—evoking the three gunas and the
tripartite cosmos (Bhii, Bhuva, Sva) —while
the latter reflects the square, symbolizing
higher mental domains (Maha, Jana, Tapa,
Satya). Both systems serve as models for how
the universe is structured.
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Furthermore, Stirya (the Sun), as the jivatman
(individual soul), rides his celestial chariot,
while also representing the axle around which
all the graha (planets) revolve—an axis
symbolic of the paramatman or Brahman, the
Supreme consciousness. This cosmic role
corresponds directly to Jagannatha, the deity
who rides the chariot and presides over the
universe.
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Thus, the question “Why was the universe
created?” is, in the most rigorous sense,
identical to the phenomenon we each
experience daily— entering the waking state.
Just as Jagannatha descends into samsara
aboard his chariot and ultimately returns, so
too do “I”” emerge into the world each morning
through  this  transition into  waking
consciousness, and eventually recede into
stillness. Within that eternal rhythm, the
answer to creation’s purpose softly resounds.

) i i HLCTZ =
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A Question To GOD

Tell me , Where are you God ?

10 years have passed searching you. "O God" please tell me , Where are you ?
Grandmother ( my Aii) says , You are at Home.

You are at Temple.

And You are present in both living and non living things.

Is it True ? " O God" please tell me , Where are you ?

Every morning remembering you | leave the bed.

Every Evening chanting your prayer | bow my head.

In Every Temple ringing the bell | ask to my heart.

Where is God ? Is he present? "O God" please tell me where are you ?

| promise to give you everything.
But in return could you please come to meet me once .
Only to answer my Question " Where are You ? " "O God" please tell me where are you ?

NAVISTHA BEHERA, Grade -6,
APEEJAY SCHOOL
BHUBANESWAR, ODISHA
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= Lessons from The Ramavana - In Brief =

The Ramayana is one of the greatest
ancient Indian epics, written by the sage
Valmiki in Sanskrit. It consists of about
24,000 slokas and is divided into 7
sections (Kandas). It tells the story of
Lord Rama, an ideal man and prince of
Ayodhya, and his journey through love,
exile, war, and dharma (righteousness).

1. Bala Kanda (The Childhood
Book):

King Dasharatha of Ayodhya has four
sons: Rama, Lakshmana, Bharata, and
Shatrughna. Rama is the eldest and the
most virtuous. Sage Vishwamitra takes
Rama and Lakshmana to protect his
yajna (sacrifice) from demons. Rama
breaks the great bow of Lord Shiva and
wins the hand of Sita, daughter of King
Janaka.

2. Ayodhya Kanda (The Ayodhya
Book):

Dasharatha plans to crown Rama as king.
But Queen Kaikeyi, influenced by a
maid Mandhara, demands that her son
Bharata be crowned and Rama be sent
into exile for 14 years. Rama accepts

Submitted by: Raja Rajani Kumari

without protest. Sita and Lakshmana
choose to accompany him. King
Dasharatha dies heart broken. Bharata
refuses the throne and rules in Rama’s
name, placing Rama’s sandals on the
throne.

3. Aranya Kanda (The Forest Book):

Rama, Sita, and Lakshmana lives in the
forest. Shurpanakha, sister of the demon
king Ravana, tries to seduce Rama.
Lakshmana cuts off her nose. Ravana
decides to take revenge. With help from
a demon named Maricha, he tricks Rama
and kidnaps Sita. Jatayu, a vulture, tries
to stop Ravana but is mortally wounded.
Rama and Lakshmana start searching for
Sita.

4. Kishkindha Kanda (The Vanara
Kingdom Book):

Rama befriends Sugriva, the Vanara king.

Rama helps Sugriva regain his kingdom
by defeating his brother Vali. Sugriva
promises to help find Sita. Hanuman, the
greatest devotee of Rama, emerges as a
key character.
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5. Sundara Kanda (The Beautiful
Book):

Hanuman leaps across the ocean to
Lanka, where Sita is held captive in
Ashoka Vatika. He gives Rama’s ring to
Sita, assures her of rescue, and burns part
of Lanka before returning. Hanuman
returns with news of Sita’s location.

6. Yuddha Kanda (The War Book):

Rama builds a bridge (Rama Setu) across
the ocean to reach Lanka. A fierce battle
follows between Rama’s army and
Ravana’s forces. Powerful warriors like
Indrajit (Ravana’s son) and
Kumbhakarna (Ravana’s brother) are
killed. Rama finally kills Ravana and
rescues Sita. To prove her purity, Sita
undergoes a trial by fire (Agni Pariksha)
and emerges unharmed. Rama, Sita, and
Lakshmana return to Ayodhya. Rama is
crowned king.

7. Uttara Kanda (The Final Book):

Although Sita passed the fire test, rumors

spread among the people about her purity.

Rama, valuing public opinion, sends the
pregnant Sita into exile. In the forest, she
gives birth to twins -Lava and Kusha and
raises them in sage Valmiki’s ashram.
The boys later meet Rama and sing the
story of the Ramayana. Sita proves her
purity once more and returns to Mother
Earth. Rama finally ends his earthly life
and returns to Vaikuntha (the heavenly
abode of Lord Vishnu).

The Ramayana, is not just a story of
heroism and devotion but also a

profound source of life lessons and
ethical values. Here are some of the most
important lessons from the Ramayana:

ifi 1. The Power of Dharma
(Righteousness)

Lord Rama is the embodiment of
Dharma. He chooses duty over personal
happiness, even when it means going to
exile for 14 years.

Lesson: Always uphold righteousness,
even when it's difficult. Duty and moral
integrity come first.

¥ 2. Devotion and Loyalty:

Sita's unwavering devotion to Rama, and
her strength during captivity, show the
power of faith and virtue.

Hanuman's loyalty to Rama is
unmatched; he serves selflessly without
expecting rewards.

Lesson: True devotion is selfless and
enduring. Loyalty and love are expressed
through action and faith.

wy 3. Leadership and Integrity

Rama leads with humility, justice, and
compassion.

Bharata, though entitled to the throne,
refuses it and places Rama’s sandals on
the throne as a symbol of rightful rule.

Lesson: True leaders are selfless, uphold
justice, and earn trust by their character,
not position.
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% 4. Value of Friendship

Rama’s bond with Sugriva, and
Lakshmana’s support during exile,
highlight the importance of standing by
friends through thick and thin.

Lesson: True friendship is tested in
adversity and is built on trust, loyalty,
and mutual respect.

v 5. Sacrifice for the Greater Good

Rama, Sita, and Lakshmana sacrifice
royal comforts for the sake of Dharma.

Lesson: Personal sacrifice is sometimes
necessary  for  fulfilling  larger
responsibilities and protecting values.

L 6. Patience and Perseverance

Rama’s 14-year exile, Sita’s captivity,
and the search for her all reflect
incredible patience.

Lesson: Life will have trials, but
patience and perseverance lead to
ultimate success and justice

@& 7. Wisdom and Strategy

Rama doesn’t rely on brute force alone—
he uses diplomacy, alliances (like with
the Vanaras), and strategy (like building
the bridge to Lanka).

Lesson: Intelligence, planning, and wise
counsel are crucial in overcoming
challenges.

¢=» 8. Importance of Family and
Relationships

The bond between Rama and his
brothers shows ideal brotherhood.
Dasharatha’s conflict shows the pain
when personal and family dharma clash.

Lesson: Family ties are sacred, but they
must be Dbalanced with ethical
responsibilities.

8% 9. Justice and Forgiveness

Rama punishes wrongdoers but is also
forgiving (e.g., accepting Vibhishana).

Lesson: Justice must be firm but
tempered with compassion when
deserved.

¥ 10. Karma and Consequences

Characters like Ravana, despite great
knowledge and power, fall due to
arrogance and wrongdoing.

Lesson: No one is above Dharma.
Actions (karma) have consequences.
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Lord Jagannath, My Truest Friend

Vansikka Maharana,

Grade-4, Australia

When I see Jagannatha smiling at me,
I feel like I should bow to Him on my knee.
The Lord, dressed in beautiful veshas, comes into sight—
Raghunatha Vesha is the one that I like.

When the pandas offer a prayer to the Lord,
The devotees prayed, but sounded like they roared.
When the suaras and mahasuaras serve Mahaprasad,
So yummy, so holy—it's one of the favourites of my dad.

When I got the chance to see You after three years,
I got so emotional that my eyes filled with tears.
Now that I have seen You here,

My mind has become calm and clear.

Oh Lord Jagannath, I have finally found my secret friend—
We have a bond that can never end.
Oh Lord Jagannath, Your love and blessings for me will
never end;
You are my guide, my truest friend.
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MOUNT FUJI a symbol of SATYAM SHIVAM SUNDARAM

I enjoyed a historic family trip to Japan
for complete a month in the month of
mid May- June 2025. Amongst so many
beautiful, historical and natural places, I
could get an opportunity to visit Mount
Fuji also. Mount Fuji is situated about
100 kilometer southwest of Tokyo, Japan.
It is considered a symbol of Japan’s
natural beauty and cultural significance.
It is commonly called “FUJI SAN”. It is
not only a symbol but live example of
SATYAM SHIVAM SUNDARAM.

The meaning of phrase Satyam Shivam
Sundaram is,”SATYA HE SHIV HAI,
SHIV HE ISHWAR HAI AUR SATYA
HE SUNDER HATI”.

Satyam Shivam Sundaram is considered
and used for paying respect and devotion
to Lord Shiva. Satya, Achchhai aur
Sunderta ke prateek bhagwan Shiv ki Jay
ho.

In our Vedas, Upnishads, Epics and
Puranas, the Supreme values are quoted
as Satyam , Shivam, Sundram. It simply
means truth, Godiness, and Beauty.

In the wvast ocean of spiritual and
philosophical wisdom the phrase Satyam,
Shivam,Sundram Stands as a beacon of
divine truth, auspiciousness and beauty.
These three powerful words encapsulate
the essence of the universe, the divine
and the human quest for ultimate

S. N. Misra, Gonda, Uttar- Pradesh, Bharat

meaning. The phrase, which translates to
“ Truth, Auspiciousness and Beauty “ is
not just a theological expression but a
guide to understanding the very fabric of
existence the principles that govern the
cosmos and the path of self realization.

Satyam, Shivam ,Sundaram has found its
way in to diverse cultural, philosophical
and spiritual discourses, making it a
timeless concept that continues to inspire
individuals on their spiritual journeys.

Mount Fuji at Tokyo, Japan is gift of
nature to the human being for live
DARSHAN of Lord Shiva for whom the
phrase Satyam, Shivam, Sundram is
considered. Mount Fuji is highest
mountain of JAPAN. Mount Fuji is a
dormant Volcano with a rich history not
active since 1707. However, it is still
considered active and is monitored for
potential future eruptions.

Factually , what 1 feel ,Mount Fuji is
Live Darshan of Lord Shiva, the Hindu
GOD who is always worshipped for
welfare of human life.

Mount Fuji has some Amazing facts
which are as under:-

1) It is a composite Valcano,

2)It is an active Valcano,
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3) It is sacred mountain,
4) It is a source of artistic inspiration,
5)It is a symbol of Japan,

6) It is surrounded by fire lakes, 7) It is
popular climbing destinations,

8)It is a home to mysterious forest,
9) It is a part of National Park and
10) It is a part of a world Heritage route.

From both the religious and scientific
angles Mount Fuji is the living God on
earth which is also worshipped for
welfare of humanity.

In brief, Mount Fuji is a symbol of
Japans natural beauty and cultural
significance gifted by nature. We pray
Mount Fuji to bless us for happy, healthy,
prosperous and peaceful long life to built
strong world.

Like Mount Fuji of Japan is worshipped
representing history of Japan, my visit to
Japan added a historical milestone to my
bodily existence as I celebrated with my
wife and family members our 50 years of
being together. This makes the journey
and event very special to my heart.

Shree Jagannath Sanskriti— A Living Tradition of Devotion and Unity

RHT YRIRR

Mrs. Smriti Alok Mishra

"Shree Jagannath Sanskriti" refers to the
culture and traditions associated with Lord
Jagannath, a deity primarily worshipped
in Odisha, India. It encompasses various
aspects like the rituals, festivals, art, and
philosophy related to Jagannath. The
culture is deeply rooted in the region and
is known for its unique practices, including
the annual Rath Yatra (chariot festival)
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and the Nabakalebara (renewal of the
deities' wooden idols).

Introduction

Shree Jagannath Sanskriti is one of the
oldest and most vibrant spiritual traditions of
India. Rooted in the coastal state of Odisha,
it transcends religious, caste, and linguistic
boundaries. Lord Jagannath, meaning "Lord
of the Universe," is not only a deity but a
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symbol of inclusivity, cultural richness, and
spiritual unity.

Origins and Significance

The tradition of Jagannath worship is
believed to be over 1,000 years old, with
roots in tribal rituals and classical Hinduism.
The Jagannath Temple at Puri, built in the
12th century, is one of the four sacred Char
Dham pilgrimage sites for Hindus.

Lord Jagannath is worshipped along
with his siblings, Lord Balabhadra and
Goddess Subhadra. The uniqueness lies in
the deities’ wooden forms, replaced every
12-19 years in a grand ritual called
Nabakalebara.

Rath Yatra — The Festival of Chariots

The world-famous Rath Yatra (Car Festival)
is the most prominent celebration in
Jagannath culture. The deities are taken in
grand chariots through the streets of Puri,
allowing people from all walks of life to pull
the ropes and receive blessings. This festival
showcases the essence of equality and
communal harmony.

Cultural Dimensions

e Language and Literature: The Jagannath
tradition has inspired a rich legacy of Odia
literature, devotional songs, and poetry.

o Art and Craft: Pattachitra paintings, wood
carvings, and temple architecture are deeply
influenced by Jagannath iconography.

e Cuisine: The Mahaprasad offered in the
temple kitchen is cooked without tasting and
served to all, symbolizing spiritual purity
and equality.

Philosophy of Inclusion

One of the most remarkable aspects of
Jagannath Sanskriti is its inclusiveness.
People of all castes, sects, and even different
religions have historically found a place in
this tradition. It represents a confluence of
tribal, Buddhist, Jain, Shaiva, Vaishnava,
and Shakta practices.

Modern Relevance

In a time of social divisions and spiritual
confusion, Jagannath Sanskriti teaches
harmony, devotion, and service. The
universal appeal of Lord Jagannath reminds
us that God is accessible to all, regardless of
background.

Conclusion

Shree Jagannath Sanskriti is not just a
regional tradition; it is a universal
philosophy of compassion, unity, and divine
love. As the sacred wheels of the Rath Yatra
move forward each year, they carry with
them the timeless message of equality and
spiritual oneness.

! JAI SHREE JAGANNAT H!!

DEATH

What has a name, has an end. Whoever
is born, their death is certain. Death is the
eternal truth. The brief incident of
Garuda explaining this. The Himalayan
mountain range, what can be said about
its atmosphere! It has a pleasant and
adventurous environment. Lord
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Mahadev is meditating on the top of the
mountain. He is so engrossed in his
meditation that he has forgotten the
sense of time.

On this side, in Vaikuntha, Lord
Narayana orders Garudji, "Garudji, let's
go to Kailash Parvat to meet Mahadev.

IV YV Y YV VYV VYV VYV YV YV Y VYV Y VYV YV Y VY VYV YV Y VYV VY YV VYV VYV VYV VYV VY VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VYV VSVVSVSYSFSSTITTY

Boe- 300 0o B 30e Boe- 300 Boe- 500 oo 0o e 300 30w 500 0o e 0o e 300 Boe- 500 oo e B0e e300 Boe 00 oo e 0o e 300 oe 00 0o 0300 Bre e e 50030 Boe e B B0 0o oo e 030 0o e e 300 0o oo e e B0 0o e e 000 oo o e 00 30 oo e S 0o 0o e e 50030 oo e e300 0o oo e e 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 50300 30e 20w B0 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e e300 B0eBoe e 0 0o 0o oo e 50030 oot 5300 B0eBoe e 000 B0e 0o Bte I 3000 et e300 B0e o St e Do e e e B
Lt L A L L L L A L L A L L L e e




P Y Y Y Y VYV Y PV VY Y PV Y YV VY Y P PV Y VPV Y Y PV VY Y PV VY VP VY VPV Y Y YV VY VYV Y VYV YV VY YV VPV VYV VYV VSV VYV VYV VYV VV VY S VS S PF S IR ¥ 1

Boe- 300 oo B0 30e Boe- 30e Boe- 500 oo e B0e e 300 Boe- 500 0o B B0e Boe 300 Boe 500 oo B B0e e B0e Boe 0o oo e B0e e 30 oe 300 0o e300 0o v B0 500 B0 Boe e B30 0o oo B 0 B0 oo Boe- e 300 0o oo e 300 0o e e B0 B0 Boe e B 200 B0 oo e e B0 0o Bre e 5030 oo e e300 0o oo B0 e 0o 0o oo e 5030 oo e B0 300 B0e Boe B0 30e30e oo e 5030 oo e B 300 B0e oo e e 0o 0o Bte e 50030 oot 50300 B0eBoe Bt 000 B0e oo Bre e 300 Boe Bt e300 B0e e St e oo e Boe e B

LA L e e

" Garudji is ready. Lord Vishnu and
Garudji enter the Himalayan mountain
range. Lord Vishnu instructs Garudji to
stand at the entrance. Then they had a
discussion.

Garudji  is mesmerized by the
atmosphere of the Himalayas. As he is
looking at the Himalayan atmosphere
with fascination, his eyes fall on a small,
colorful bird. Seeing the beauty of this
bird, Garudji becomes very happy and
praises the Lord's divine play. Garudji
just keeps looking at this small bird. The
bird flies from one branch to another and
from one flower to another. Garudji likes
the bird very much. Just then, Yamaraja
arrives and goes to Mahadevji. So
Garudji suspects in his mind, "Surely,
the end of some life is near. Then he
thinks of this small bird, 'Could it be that
this bird's time is not over?'" Therefore,
to save the bird, Garudji decides to place
it somewhere safe. Without wasting a
single moment, he places the bird on his
back, flies at the speed of wind, and
places it on the highest peak in South
India. He makes the bird understand, "If
you want to live, don't move an inch
from here. " And just as he left, he
returns to the entrance of Kailash Parvat
as if nothing happened. After a while,
Yamaraja comes out and asks Garudji,

"Garudji, where is a small, colorful bird
that was fluttering here a while ago?"

So he asks a question,

"Is its lifespan over?" Yamaraja answers
"Yes.

" Then Garudji asks further, "Where and
when is the bird's death?" Hearing
Yamaraja's answer, Garudji becomes
very worried. Yamaraja tells Garudji,
"The death of that bird is written far
away, on the highest peak in South India,
and that too this evening, when its soul
will leave its body.

" Hearing this, Garudji feels a lot of
regret, "Oh dear, I myself pushed the bird
into the jaws of death. While intending
to do good, I inadvertently committed a
sin. If I hadn't gone to drop the bird, it
would never have gone this far. And
perhaps it could have lived longer. Well,
who can erase what is written in fate?"
When Garudji emerged from his
thoughts, Yamaraja had already left for
his work. Garudji became very sad, but
there was nothing he could do now.
From this incident, we can certainly
conclude that the time and place of our
death are fixed. God merely makes
someone an instrument, just as Garudji
became an instrument in this incident.

Megha Misra, Ahmedabad, India
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India and Japan: A Timeless Cultural Connection

Celebrating the deep bonds between two ancient cultures through traditions, festivals, values,

and shared wisdom

Dr. Kavita Yadav
. Postdoctoral Researcher

Spirituality in Daily Life

In India, spirituality is a vital part of
everyday living. Temples are not just places
to worship but vibrant community centers
where traditions and values are passed from
generation to generation. Festivals like Rath
Yatra, Diwali, and Holi are not just
celebrations but powerful expressions of
faith and cultural identity. For example, the
Rath Yatra festival symbolizes Lord
Jagannath’s journey, drawing millions of
devotees together in a display of collective
devotion and unity.

Japan, with its roots in Shintoism and
Buddhism, offers a different yet equally
profound spiritual experience. Shinto
shrines and Buddhist temples provide
peaceful sanctuaries in bustling urban
environments. Rituals such as cleaning
shrine  paths, offering prayers, and
celebrating ancestors during the Obon
festival reflect a deep respect for nature and
family. Both cultures, though unique in
practice, teach reverence for life, nature, and
the divine through everyday spiritual
expressions.

& Festivals: Celebrations of Life and
Togetherness

Indian festivals are known for their lively
energy and colorful displays. Diwali lights
up homes with lamps and fireworks to
celebrate the victory of light over darkness.
Holi invites everyone to playfully cover
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each other in bright colors, marking the
arrival of spring and fostering social
harmony. The Rath Yatra is a grand
procession uniting thousands in devotion,
symbolizing a spiritual journey filled with
joy and faith.

Japanese festivals, called Matsuri, tend to
be graceful and reflective of the seasons.
Hanami, the cherry blossom festival,
celebrates the fleeting beauty of spring with
gatherings under blooming trees, filled with
poetry and music. The Obon festival honors
ancestors through lanterns and traditional
dances, combining solemn remembrance
with joyful celebration. While Indian
festivals often embrace exuberance and
volume, Japanese festivals reflect calm,
elegance, and a deep connection to nature.

Despite their differences in style, both Indian
and Japanese festivals foster gratitude,
community spirit, and spiritual renewal.

% Shared Values: Respect, Family, and
Kindness

Respect and humility are core to both Indian
and Japanese cultures. In India, greeting
someone with a Namaste—palms together
with a slight bow—is an expression of
recognizing the divine in another person.
Elders are deeply respected, and hospitality
is considered sacred.

In Japan, bowing serves as a versatile
gesture of respect, greeting, apology, or
gratitude. The culture emphasizes social
harmony (Wa) and mindfulness in
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relationships. Family is central in both
cultures, although the forms may differ, with
multigenerational households common in
India and a balance between tradition and
modernity seen in Japan.

Both cultures believe kindness is shown
through small, meaningful gestures—
whether it’s a respectful greeting or caring
for others—which build peaceful and
cohesive societies.

7/ Art and Beauty: Expressing the Soul

Indian art is rich, colorful, and symbolic.
Classical dance forms like Bharatanatyam
use intricate hand gestures and facial
expressions to tell ancient spiritual stories.
Rangoli, the decorative patterns made from
colored powders, are created as auspicious
symbols during festivals, inviting positivity
and good fortune. Indian arts celebrate
emotion, spirituality, and the vibrant energy
of life.

Japanese art focuses on simplicity and
harmony. The elegant strokes of calligraphy
convey emotion and philosophy with
minimalism. The art of ikebana arranges
flowers to reflect balance and natural beauty,
while Zen gardens provide peaceful spaces
for meditation and reflection. Though
stylistically different, art in both cultures

connects humans to deeper truths and
inspires mindfulness.

@ Building Bridges in a Modern World

In today’s globalized society, India and
Japan continue to nurture their ancient
friendship through cultural exchange,
education, and innovation. Festivals such as
the Shree Jagannath Yatra in Japan are
living examples of this harmony, blending
traditional Indian culture with Japanese
surroundings.

These shared celebrations strengthen mutual
understanding and friendship, encouraging
future generations to honor heritage while
working together for peace and prosperity.

Conclusion: One Spirit, Many Forms

Despite differences in language and
geography, India and Japan share a spirit of
kindness, beauty, and reverence for life.
Their festivals, values, arts, and spirituality
teach us how to live with gratitude, humility,
and joy.

As we celebrate together during the Shree
Jagannath Yatra, we embrace not only a
festival but also a timeless friendship—
illuminating the path to a peaceful and
connected world.

Embracing Motherhood and Finding Strength Through Yoga

(Brief introduction - I am Shweta Yadav living in Okazaki with my husband Anoop
Divakarn and loving baby Amogh. We are fortunate enough to be connected with rath
yatra. Currently I am enjoying motherhood with practicing indian traditional methods
( yoga and food). I am also part of Tejomayi sakhi manch Japan. ( dedicated organization

for women in Japan supported by BCS Japan).

Last year, I was blessed with the most
beautiful moment—a new life as a
mother. Like many women, I found
myself navigating not just sleepless
nights and new routines, but also the
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powerful hormonal changes that come
with motherhood. Living in Japan, away
from my familiar Indian support system
and cultural practices, made this
transition even more challenging. My
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self-confidence wavered, and 1 often
found myself lost in self-doubt and
overthinking. I didn’t feel like myself.

But then, a gentle curiosity led me back
to my roots—Indian yoga and Swara
Vigyan. As I began reading and learning,
I discovered the fascinating world of the
body’s energy centers, the 7 chakras. I
was especially drawn to the Muladhara
(Root) Chakra and the Sacral Chakra,
which are deeply connected to our sense
of stability, security, and emotional
health. 1 learned that balancing these
chakras is not only essential for our
mental well-being, but also especially
important for  women during
menstruation and after childbirth.

What truly amazed me was how simple
breathing techniques and mindful yoga
could ease anxiety and fatigue. As I
started practicing regularly, I felt a gentle

but powerful shift inside me. My mind
became calmer, my energy more
positive, and I noticed a new sense of joy
and patience when caring for my child.

Yoga, I realized, is more than just
physical exercise—it is a blessing for
every woman. It offers us a way to heal,
to stay healthy, and to nurture our
families with love and strength. When a
mother is balanced and happy, her
positive energy fills the home, helping
the entire family to thrive.

To all the women reading this: you are
the heart of your family. By embracing
simple yoga and breathwork, you can
nurture your own health and create a
loving, positive environment for your
loved ones. Let us support each other,
honor our journeys, and celebrate the
power of healing from within.

With love and light,
Shweta Yadav

My Search .... In Search of God

From our childhood, we are taught to pray
to God. We follow in the footsteps of our
parents, and gradually, prayer and chanting
mantras become part of our daily lives.

Sometimes, a question arises in my mind —
does God truly exist? What about His or
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Her presence? Many don’t know the answer
to this secret.

But when we step into a temple, we often
experience a deep emotion — a feeling that
might come from the peaceful, spiritual
environment. Still, I believe that 99% of
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people do not fully understand this supreme
power.

As someone from Odisha, the land of Lord
Jagannath, I have faith in Him. But in reality,
people like me have never seen God.
Yet, I feel something different.

Even if we don’t pray to God every day, |
believe it’s okay — as long as we help the
poor and the needy.
Instead of spending large amounts of
money on rituals or temple offerings, why
not use that money to feed the hungry?

You can help elderly people or simply
spend time with your aging parents.
And if you can't do even that — at the very
least, don’t hurt anyone.

You may not be able to help someone, but
don’t harm them.
You may not give money to the needy, but
don’t cheat or  exploit  others.
You may not smile at someone, but don’t
lash out in anger.
You may not donate food, but don’t snatch
food away from the hungry.

While reflecting on these thoughts, an idea
came to me
There are four categories of people in this
world:

1. The Devotees

These are saints and true followers of God.
They worship sincerely, fast on auspicious
days, follow spiritual practices, and live by
the words of the scriptures. Their lives
revolve around faith and discipline.

2. The Kind Believers
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These people believe in God, though not as
rigorously. They may not visit temples
regularly, but they are compassionate and
try to help the poor and needy. Their
kindness is their true offering to God.

3. The Neutral Souls

They may not believe in rituals or avoid
eating non-veg on holy days. They don't
necessarily help others, but they also don’t
harm anyone. They live simply, without
cheating or deceiving others.

4. The Harmful Ones

These are the most dangerous people.
Instead of helping the poor, they cheat and
exploit them. Instead of feeding the hungry,
they snatch food away. They take pleasure
in the pain of others.
These are the ones whom God will never
forgive.

So now the choice is yours — which
category do you want to belong to?

You can be any of the first three — but
never become the fourth.

Many thoughts cross our minds. Sometimes
we feel something happens because of
God's grace. Sometimes we call it
coincidence.

My search for God is still ongoing. But one
thing I truly believe: there is a supreme
power.

We may not see Him or Her, but with true
devotion, we can feel the presence.

On the occasion of Rath Yatra, I pray to
Lord Jagannath for everyone’s health,
happiness, and well-being.
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THE GOLDEN COFFIN

Once there was a girl named Elora and she was very interested in mummies. Elora would

often visit her schools library every day to rummage through any book she could find about
mummies. One day after School Elora was heading back home, as she was walking Elora noticed
a strange, rusted cabin in the woods. Elora stood there for a moment and gazed at the cabin.

All of a sudden out of nowhere dark clouds gathered overhead and it began to rain
heavily. Elora rushed to the cabin. Once inside she was stunned to see pictures of mummies
everywhere! The pictures cover the walls like wallpaper. Elora had started to wish that she could
see the mummies that she saw in those pictures. At exact moment Elora heard whoosh as the
cabin felt like it spun around. She could believe what had just happened. Elora rushed to the
window to look outside. She saw nothing strange, but it had stopped raining. Elora stepped
outside the cabin and noticed a large golden coffin just outside the front door. Suddenly the
coffin opened and out came a gruesome mummy.

The mummy was horrifying to look at. The bandages were old and tattered. Its skin was
a dull darkish gray, and its eyes seemed hallowed and lifeless. The mummy slowly started to walk
towards her letting out a hunting moan.

Elora slowly backed away from the mummy and started to run back to her school. Out
came the mummies and Elora quickly snapped a photo of the hieroglyphs and ran out of the
classroom. As Elora ran down the hallway, she read the last part of the writing. It said that to
make the golden coffin away, you will need to find the main source. Elora went to the school's
library. There she saw one picture.....

She followed the picture and reached her school backyard. She saw the same plant
which was on the library wall. When Elora touched the plant, suddenly there was a secret door
opened and a secret passage. She followed the passage. Finally, she reached a room which was
very lighted. There she found a magical key and a book. With the help of the key, she opened the
chest kept on rack. There she got the moon stone. When she held the moon stone in her hand
and placed it on the golden coffin everything from mummies world went to the past.

Suddenly Elora opened her eyes and realized her mom is calling for school, then she saw
herself on her bed in her house and Egyptian mummies book is lying next to her. She jumped out
of her bed and said ‘'yes mom i'm coming....”

Whitten by Tsha Pattanayak
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ZERO TO ONE, ONE TO ZERO - JOURNEY OF LIFE - A TRUE CIRCULAR ECONOMY

Zero, the state of peace, calm, steadiness, a
point immediately before the start of ere
origination or beginning of something that is
going to be converted in to something
meaningful, beneficial, valuable,
expandable, dangerous, destructive,
demeaning, and deadly. Not many of us ever
think or have a consideration for this state,
state of insignificance and fail to realise that
it’s the condition that forms the core around
which the Universe gets created.

Be it the womb of a mother where out of
nowhere, lives are created through the
natural process established by almighty as a
Blessing or Curse based on good or bad
action of mankind or animals or a Factory or
Production House established by Human
beings where all items of comfort or
discomfort to the creation of God are created,
it all begins with a zero. A standard process,
a respectful creation always brings
Prosperity and Happiness whereas a shortcut,
hurry or impatience leads to development
with deformities and a final product that will
reach the state of ONE with deficiencies and
depleted value.

Human Life is World’s most perfect and only
True Circular Economy created by Nature
which the brains of today are trying to
replicate backed by their decades of study,
experience and research forgetting the fact
that Science could never overtake the
NATURE which has gifted all life forms
with a limited time during which the cycle of
zero to one and one to zero is completed.
Under optimal conditions, ZERO to ONE
means the journey of an individual from
being formed in to a foetus to the mid aged

Sunil Mishra, INDIA

life when the phase is reversed and the
process of body degradation starts reaching
finally to the level zero again in form of
Death. There are some abnormal phases as
where by the death happens in to womb itself
or death happens too early after births but
that also includes two perfect cycles , one
from Zero to One whereby a life got created
and then from One to Zero i.e life got over.
This clearly signifies that this full circle of
life created by nature through infusion of
energy that resides in a body formed with the
raw material from mother and father is a
True Circular Economy which starts with a
positive energy and ends when the energy
gets released from the body.

ONE who could understand this True
Circular Economy Phenomenon in real
sense due to the blessings of Divine force is
relieved of all pains and sufferings, praise or
abuses and remain contended in all
situations whereas every other life form keep
running after achieving something or the
other not realising the fact that every single
breadth of his is a noble gift of Nature and it
is not he who is breathing but Nature which
is allowing him to breath that much which is
sufficient enough to perform the task or

assignment for which he was given this birth.

Let all of us should enjoy the NATURES
CIRCULAR ECONOMY and try to create
similar one’s around us with our knowledge
and experience but following the same
principles and standards as established by
the Divine for his Circular Economy called
LIFE.

Jai Maa Bhagwati. Jai Jagannath
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Painting by Machharlawar Sharv Krishna
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Machharlawar Mahi Krishna — Painting and Writing
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Durga Puja: A Celebration of Home, Heritage, and Harmony
Rita Kar

Durga Puja is one of the most
cherished Hindu festivals, celebrated
with deep devotion and grandeur
across India. At its heart, the festival
commemorates the triumph of
Goddess Durga over the demon king
Mahishasura—a powerful symbol of
good prevailing over evil. Held in the
crisp days of autumn, the festival lasts
anywhere from three to ten days, with
dates that shift each year based on
the lunar calendar.

Durga Puja is one of the most cherished Hindu festivals, celebrated with deep devotion
and grandeur across India. At its heart, the festival commemorates the triumph of Goddess
Durga over the demon king Mahishasura—a powerful symbol of good prevailing over
evil. Held in the crisp days of autumn, the festival lasts anywhere from three to ten days,
with dates that shift each year based on the lunar calendar.

In Bengal, Durga Puja carries layered meanings. While it marks the victory of the
Goddess over evil, it is also seen as Durga’s homecoming—ifrom her celestial abode in
the Himalayas, back to her maternal home. This dual symbolism makes the festival both
spiritually significant and emotionally resonant. For many, it is also a time of rich cultural
expression—when communities come alive with artistic pandals, music, dance, theatre,
and a culinary vibrancy that equals the religious devotion.

Durga Puja transcends religious boundaries and brings together families, friends, and
neighbours. It is a celebration of togetherness, of shared memories, and of traditions that
renew our bonds every year. For Bengalis across the globe, the festival is not just an
annual event—it is an emotion. Especially for those living away from their homeland,
Durga Puja brings back warm memories of growing up, of familiar rituals, and of
belonging.

The Bengali diaspora has carried this emotion far and wide. Wherever Bengalis have
settled, they have lovingly recreated the spirit of the Puja—first across India, and
eventually around the world. Passed down from generation to generation, these traditions
continue to inspire and unite communities across continents.

Here in Japan, Durga Puja has grown from a humble beginning into a vibrant annual event.
The first Puja in Tokyo was organized by a small group of about ten families in 1990. At
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the time, Saraswati Puja was already being celebrated, but the idea of organizing Durga
Puja felt monumental. Still, we took the leap—and never looked back.

Today, the Durga Puja organized by the Bengali Association of Tokyo, Japan (BATJ) is a
highlight of the year, held during a weekend close to the festival dates in India. While the
scale and setting may differ from the street pandals of Kolkata, the spirit is just as strong.
Here, the celebrations take place indoors—respecting hall regulations and adapting to
local constraints. Some ritual items are not easily available, but through creativity and
community effort, the festival remains authentic and deeply meaningful.

The weeks leading up to the Puja are filled with anticipation. Rehearsals for cultural
programs, planning sessions, and community gatherings create a sense of shared joy and
purpose. Members from Tokyo and Greater Tokyo come together in a spirit of
camaraderie, with food, laughter, and memories being just as central as the rituals
themselves.

True to its name, this is a Sarbojonin Puja—an open celebration that welcomes everyone.
It brings together people from Indian and Japanese communities alike, fostering mutual
respect, curiosity, and friendship. Most importantly, it offers our younger generation a
living connection to their roots, and an experience of the culture that shaped us.

Durga Puja in Japan is not just a continuation of tradition—it is a heartfelt tribute to where
we come from, and a joyful celebration of where we are now.

Proposal to install the Bust of Shri RashBehari Bose

Recently we have celebrated 139" birth anniversary of Shri RashBehari Bose, whose
contributions make him look like a Superhuman and an idol for Indian community in
Japan. An extremely talented freedom fighter who took an unprecedented step and a
courageous voyage to arrive in Japan. He must face severe challenged in Japan, given that
Japan was a British ally during first World War, despite linguistic and cultural challenges.
He not only overcome these but able to cultivate very strong relations with host
community and played a pivotal role in the formation of Indian National Army. Given the
achievements of Shri RashBehari Bose towards the Indian independence and as a
historical milestone in the journey of Indo-Japan friendship, it would be a great tribute to
install the bust of Shri RashBehari Bose in the Kitanomaru koen in front of the Indian
Embassy, Tokyo. His memorial will inspire and encourage future generations to learn
more about how Japan has played key role in supporting Indian freedom fighters. This
will be the perfect tribute as we prepare to celebrate his 140™ Birth anniversary next year.

Why Shri RashBehari Bose?

Among Indian revolutionaries connected to Japan, RashBehari Bose established the
deepest ties. His initial visit in 1915, amidst British attempts to locate him due to his
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revolutionary actions, resulted in Japan offering him refuge. His integration into Japanese
society was swift, as he became a communicator of Indian affairs:

e Delivered lectures on Indian independence and Asian solidarity.

o Cultivated relationships with Japanese dignitaries, from ministers to journalists.
e Organized support for Indian expatriates, especially students and activists.

e Authored writings in Japanese, English, and Bengali.

e Introduced Indian curry via Nakamuraya, now a household name.

Participated in nationwide conferences to highlight Indo-Japanese cultural bonds and
British exploitation.

Bose also founded the Indian Independence League in 1924, establishing himself as a
pivotal figure in non-violent movements leading to the Indian National Army.

Japan Connection

Arriving in Kobe on June 5, 1915, Bose quickly became a target of British authorities,
prompting Japanese figures to arrange his protection. Key events include:

e A notable meeting in 1915 with Japanese elites discussing British tyranny.
e His controversial evasion from police with aid from Japanese supporters.
o His marriage to Toshiko Soma and eventual Japanese citizenship in 1923.

The Japanese government recognized Bose's contributions by awarding him the Second
Order of Merit of the Rising Sun, and the emperor honored him posthumously by
providing an Imperial coach for his remains.

Significance at the Indian Embassy

Despite his monumental contributions, RashBehari Bose remains under-researched and
less recognized due to his extended stay in Japan. Positioning his bust at the Indian
Embassy will honor his dream of an independent India and educate citizens about his
efforts. It will also highlight the critical support Japanese citizens offered, impacting the
Indian National Army's role in ending colonial rule in Asia.

Inclusion of Toshiko Bose

Incorporating the Bust of Toshiko Bose alongside RashBehari will further symbolize the
enduring Indo-Japanese friendship, honoring the Soma family's bravery in sheltering
Bose during his most vulnerable times.

This proposal aims to immortalize the legacy of RashBehari and Toshiko Bose, fostering
cultural understanding and inspiring future generations.

By: Rohan Agrawal, Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh
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Bringing Devotion Across Borders: Kanwar Yatra in Japan — A Trailblazing Initiative by Bihar

Jharkhand Association of Japan

In the sacred month of Saawan, the
streets and ghats of India come alive with
chants of “Bol Bam” as millions of Shiva
devotees undertake the revered Kanwar
Yatra — a barefoot pilgrimage carrying
sacred Ganga Jal in decorated Kanwars
to offer it at temples like Baba
Baidyanath Dham in Jharkhand. For
many, this journey is more than a ritual;
it is an intense expression of faith,
discipline, and spiritual unity.

But what if you live thousands of miles
away from these holy lands?

This question became the seed of a truly
extraordinary initiative in 2022. Despite
never having visited Baba Dham
personally, I felt an inner calling to
recreate the spiritual energy of Kanwar
Yatra right here in Japan. What started as
a heartfelt idea quickly gained
momentum, thanks to the support and
shared sentiment of my friends and
fellow members of the Bihar Jharkhand
Association of Japan.

A Journey Born from Devotion

Convincing everyone took time. There
were numerous discussions addressing
doubts, logistics, and cultural
sensitivities. But the idea of walking
barefoot, carrying lightweight and
beautifully decorated Kanwars filled
with Ganga Jal, found its resonance.

With unwavering commitment, the route
was decided—from Shri Radha Krishna
Mandir, Funabori, to Shiv Mandir,
Saitama. The vision was clear: to
emulate the essence of the Indian
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By: Mukesh Gupta

Kanwar Yatra while adapting it for Japan,
ensuring even children could participate
with ease.

On the day of the Yatra, the air was
electric with chants of Har Har Mahadev.
Devotees, young and old, walked
barefoot, their hearts pulsating with faith
and joy. The journey wasn’t just
physical—it was a deeply spiritual
passage.

Unity, Bhakti, and Cultural Harmony

Midway, at Ojima Danchi, we received a
heartwarming reception by volunteers of
Hindu Swayamsevak Sangh (HSS)
Japan and the Bharat Cultural Society.
Their hospitality and encouragement
gave us fresh energy to complete the
journey to Saitama.

At Shiv Mandir, the devotees poured the
sacred Ganga Jal over the Shiviing,
performed Rudra-Abhishek, and
concluded the spiritual ritual with a
moving Shiv Aarti. The spiritual
ambiance was indescribable—a divine
union of cultures, devotion, and
community.

In 2024, we had the divine opportunity
to extend this Yatra to Ram Mandir in
Bando, Ibaraki. The temple welcomed
all Kanwariyas with immense sneh
(affection), making the occasion even
more spiritually profound. It felt like a
symbolic milan (union) of Lord Ram and
Lord Shiva, resonating with the essence
of Indian philosophy where Ram is the
ideal devotee of Shiva, and Shiva is
deeply devoted to Ram. That moment
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truly felt like a confluence of divine
energies, enriching our hearts with
sacred joy and unity.

A Global Symbol of Bhakti

What began in 2022 as a passionate
spiritual experiment has now grown into
a globally recognized initiative, proudly
led by the Bihar Jharkhand Association
of Japan. Every year since, the Kanwar
Yatra in Japan has been conducted with
growing participation and deeper
significance.

This Yatra, though physically rooted in
Japan, spiritually connects us to the
sacred trails of Baidyanath Dham,

Kedarnath, and Kashi Vishwanath. It has
become a beacon of Bhakti, unity, and
the limitless reach of Indian culture
beyond its geographic boundaries.

In the end, this journey has proven one
timeless truth—if your intentions are
pure and your heart is devoted, even the
universe aligns to help you spread light.
The Kanwar Yatra in Japan is not just a
spiritual walk anymore—it is a symbol
of cultural preservation, faith without
borders, and the relentless spirit of our
diaspora.

Har Har Mahadev! Jai Shri Ram!
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Navagraha Pratisthapana in Japan

By Madhu Hebbar and Navagraha Team

The Navagrahas are nine celestial deities that influence our life on Earth, shaping both
our challenges and opportunities. Recognizing their spiritual importance and growing
reverence in Japan, Project Navagraha was launched by dedicated volunteers in
collaboration with Shri Ram Mandir, Bando. The project aimed to bring sacred
moorthis from India and conduct a traditional Prana Prathisthapana (consecration
ceremony).

Moorthi and Panipeeta -

The suitable stone for Navagraha Moorthis was carefully evaluated, resulting in the
selection of Krishna Shila—the sacred stone used for Ram Lalla in Ayodhya.
Renowned for its deep hue and excellent workability, Krishna Shila enables intricate
carving and naturally hardens over time, ensuring lasting durability.

The moorthis were crafted in India with a blend of classical Hoysala and modern styles.
The Panipeeta (pedestal) was also crafted, and for installation, a traditional adhesive
called Astabandhana (Clay like adhesive made from eight herbs), was also sourced.

With the support of Shri Ram Mandir, Bando, arrangements were made for shipment
of moorthis, pooja items and fresh flowers from India. A dedicated Mantap (canopy)
was also constructed for the Navagrahas.

In consultation with Purohits who traveled from India, the Prana Prathisthapana was
carried out on April 29-30, strictly adhering to Agama Shastra traditions.

Prana Prathistapana Ritual

The ritual commenced in the early hours of April 29, beginning with Guru Prarthana,
Dashavidha Snanam (tenfold purification), and Ganesha Pooja. This was followed by
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key rites such as Deva Nandi, Ankura Arpanam (symbolic sowing of seeds), Navagraha
Kalasha Avahana.

In the evening, Rakshoghna Homa was performed to dispel negative energies. This was
followed by Aadivaasa, where the moorthis were immersed in milk, grains, water etc.
Later, the moorthis were installed on the Panipeeta using Astabandhana.

On the morning of April 30, the ceremony culminated with Prana Prathisthapana,
Bimba Prathista (establishing the deity’s physical form), and final Havan rituals.

Crowdfunding and volunteer support

The project was made possible entirely through crowdfunding, supported by generous
contributors from both India and Japan. Additionally, the project's success was driven
by the tireless dedication of volunteers. Their efforts spanned every stage—from
selecting the right stone and skilled sculptors, to overseeing transportation, pooja
logistics, Mantap construction, and ritual coordination — the list goes on..

Interesting Facts about Navagraha

1. Not Physical Planets: The Navagrahas do not exactly align with the Western
planetary system. Rahu and Ketu, for example, are not planets but lunar nodes—
yet they are revered as powerful grahas due to their influence on human destiny.

2. Unique Iconography: Each Navagraha deity is distinct, with unique vahanas
(vehicles), ornaments, and weapons. Please do take a moment to observe these
intricate details during your visit.

3. Symbolic Forms of Rahu and Ketu: Unlike the other grahas, Rahu and Ketu are
often depicted with serpentine or partial human forms, reflecting their unique
astrological symbolism.

4. Cultural Connection with Japan: Did you know the concept of the Navagrahas
exists in Japanese tradition too? Known as Kuyoumon (JLIE), these planetary

symbols were used historically by samurai and noble clans, highlighting a
fascinating cross-cultural link.
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The first-ever Shivjayanti celebration in Japan

Latest pic from 2025 Shivjayanti Celebration

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj: The
Visionary Warrior King

Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj, born in
1630 at Shivneri Fort in Maharashtra,
India, was a legendary Maratha ruler
known for his valor, strategic acumen,
and progressive governance. He founded
the Maratha Empire and stood as a
symbol of resistance against Mughal
domination. Shivaji Maharaj
emphasized  Swarajya (self-rule),
promoted inclusive administration, and
respected all religions, making him a
revered figure across India and beyond.
His  legacy inspire
generations, and his birth anniversary —
Shivjayanti is celebrated with great
fervor, especially in Maharashtra. The
celebration honors his contributions to
Indian history and culture through
processions, cultural performances, and
educational events.

continues to

The first-ever Shivjayanti celebration
in Japan

It was held in 2022 in Tokyo, marking a
historic moment in Indo-Japanese
cultural relations. This was the first time
in 70 years of Indo-Japanese relations
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that Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti
was celebrated in Japan. This event was
organized by the Bharat Cultural Society
(BCS) Japan, a community-driven
organization dedicated to promoting
Indian heritage abroad. The event was a
cultural milestone, symbolizing the
global admiration for Shivaji Maharaj’s
legacy.

The Shivjayanti celebration in Japan
marked a  historic milestone by
organizing one of the most elaborate
Shivjayanti celebrations outside India. It
is well acknowledged and appreciated by
media in India, Government of
Maharashtra and Government of India.
This event was a vibrant display of
Indian heritage and pride, attended by
over 900 participants every year,
including Indian expatriates, Japanese
guests, and dignitaries. Since 2022,
every year Shivjayanti 1is being
celebrated in Tokyo with same
enthusiasm.

Every year the event is chaired and
graced by officers from Embassy of
India in Japan, along with leaders of
local Japanese cities and representatives
from various Indian and Japanese
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cultural organizations. Their presence
highlighted the growing cultural ties

between India and Japan. The
celebration includes a  dramatic
performance titled "Shivcharitra

Mahanatya" was staged by local artists,
depicting the life, battles, and vision of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. The play
captivated audiences with its powerful
storytelling and traditional music. The
Shivjayanti celebration in Japan by BCS
Japan is more than a cultural event—it's
a testament to the global admiration for
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj and the
enduring relevance of his ideals.
Through such initiatives, the spirit of
Swarajya, courage, and cultural pride
continues to inspire people across
borders.

BCS Japan also participates in Indo-
Japan cultural exchange programs. A
grand Shobhayatra (procession)
featuring a statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji
Maharaj was held in Tokyo’s Koto
ward’s annual carnival bringing the
streets of Tokyo alive with rhythmic
beats and vibrant energy. These
performances were led by volunteers and
artists from the Indian community in
Japan. It was accompanied by cultural
dances, showcasing  Maharashtra’s
culture including Lezim, Sarees, Varkari
tradition etc. The event showcased the
rich Maratha tradition and its universal
appeal.

Shivjyot from different Forts to Japan

The Shivjyot (sacred flame) is a sacred
flame that symbolizes the valor, vision,
and spirit of Swarajya (self-rule) that
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj stood for. In
Maharashtra, it is customary for
devotees and cultural groups to light this
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flame at one of the forts associated with
Shivaji Maharaj and carry it in
processions during Shivjayanti. Since
the first Shivjayanti in Japan in 2022,
BCS Japan has made it a tradition to
personally visit a different fort each
year—such as  Shivneri, Raigad,
Pratapgad etc. and light the Shivjyot
there. This flame is then ceremonially
brought to Japan, where it becomes the
centerpiece  of  the  Shivjayanti
celebrations. Once the Shivjyot is lit at
the chosen fort, it is carefully transported
to Japan by BCS Japan volunteers. The
journey is documented and shared with
the community, creating a sense of
connection and pride among Indians
living abroad. In Japan, the flame is
received with reverence and becomes the
focal point of the Shivjayanti. This
tradition has become a powerful symbol
of cultural continuity, reminding the
diaspora of their roots and the timeless
values of leadership, justice, and courage
embodied by Chhatrapati  Shivaji
Maharaj.

Quiz competitions on Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj history

The Quiz Competitions on History of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj organized
by Bharat Cultural Society (BCS) Japan
is a vibrant and educational part of their
annual Shivjayanti celebrations, aimed
at engaging the community—especially
youth—in learning about the legacy of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj. The quiz
competitions are designed to Promote
awareness of Maratha history and
Shivaji Mahara;j’s life and achievements,
Encourage intergenerational learning
among Indian families in Japan, Foster a
sense of cultural pride and historical
curiosity. Participants range from school
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children to adults, and winners are
awarded certificates, medals, and
cultural souvenirs. These quiz contests
serve as a bridge between generations,
helping children of Indian origin in
Japan connect with their heritage. They
also attract interest from Japanese
attendees, contributing to cross-cultural
understanding.

BCS Japan: Bridging Cultures
Through Heritage

Bharat Cultural Society (BCS) Japan is a
social organization in Japan conducting
many cultural and social activities. The
main annual events are celebration of
Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Jayanti and
Coronation Day to showcase the history,
bravery of our great king Chhatrapati
Shivaji Maharaj and cultivating the
human values, management lessons to
our next generation taught by him. BCS
Japan also celebrates Independence Day
in a cultural way to remember our
national heroes and fight for freedom. It
1S an occasion to commemorate and
remember the sacrifice of freedom
fighters who fought for our country's
independence. = The  program  is
completely on the theme of ‘for kids, by
kids’ to develop the leadership qualities
in kids. Apart from these cultural events
BCS Japan also conducts the social
activities such as India-Japan cultural
exchange, Blood donation, cleaning
drives, supporting Indian as well as
Japanese community etc. Over the years,
BCS Japan grown into a major cultural
event, fostering unity, pride, and cross-
cultural understanding. The organization
also engages in social services,
educational programs, and community-
building initiatives, making it a
cornerstone of the Indian diaspora in
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Japan. Their mission is to instill Indian
cultural values in the younger generation
and foster cross-cultural understanding.

Other Initiatives by BCS Japan

Tejomayi Sakhi Manch — Japan is a
vibrant women's collective established to
empower and uplift women and families
within the Indian diaspora in Japan. It is
a sister organization of the Bharat
Cultural Society (BCS) Japan, and its

name "Tejomayi" (SITHZY) translates
from Sanskrit as "she who is radiant
energy" or "full of light".

The organization is dedicated to
Empowering women through personal

growth and emotional  wellness,
Nurturing children’s development and
promoting effective parenting,

Preserving Indian culture and heritage
while fostering a harmonious blend of
tradition and progress. Our vision is to
create a society where empowered
women lead the way in nurturing future
generations and contributing to a more
equitable and enlightened world.
Tejomayi Sakhi Manch Japan focuses on
Women Empowerment, Employment
Guidance, Mindfulness, Emotional
Wellness, Menstrual Hygiene Awareness
etc.

Apart from these, the other initiatives
and activities conducted by BCS Japan
include Jai Shivrai Lezim Pathak , Tokyo
Dhol, Tasha Pathak, Bhaktarighne
Bhajani Mandal Japan

With Best Wishes, Amol Shelar

Founder Member, Bharat Cultural

Society (BCS) Japan
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Durga Puja — A Festival of Unity, Culture & Devotion!

The Japan India Cultural Association (JICA), formed in 2020 with just 15 members, has
steadily grown into a vibrant community with over 25 active members and a dedicated
team of volunteers. Their energy and commitment have made every JICA event a
success.

In 2023, JICA hosted its first open-ground Durga Puja in Nishi-Kasai, Tokyo, drawing
nearly 1,500 people. In 2024, JICA made history again by organizing Tokyo’s first-ever
open-ground Ganesh Chaturthi Puja on 7th September.

Last year marked JICA’s 5th consecutive Durga Puja, held on 12th October 2024 at
Seishincho, Tokyo — and it was a landmark celebration.

What made it special?

e The tallest Durga idol ever in Japan, a 2.2-meter fiberglass creation from Kolkata
(dimensions: 135 cm x 56 cm x 220 cm), featuring individual idols of Durga,
Kartik, Ganesh, Lakshmi, and Saraswati
Traditional Dhunuchi dance
Dhaak performances
Japanese Wadaiko (Taiko drums)
Cultural shows by Japanese and Indian performers

e Garba
Though the event runs for just one day — Dashami — months of planning,
coordination, and teamwork have gone into making it possible. From sourcing the idol
to organizing cultural acts, every detail reflects the collective effort of the JICA
community.

At its heart, JICA thrives on the passion, unity, and cultural pride of its members and
volunteers — keeping the spirit of togetherness alive in Tokyo.

With Best Wishes,
Amitava Ghosh

Founding member Japan India Cultural Association (JICA)
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On behalf of all the members of
Tokyo Marathi Mandal, | extend
our heartfelt greetings and best
wishes to the Shree Jagannath
Society Japan on the auspicious
occasion of Jagannath Rath
Yatra and the release of your
souvenir magazine.

It is truly inspiring to see how your
society has upheld this sacred tradition
with unwavering dedication, bringing
together devotees from all walks of life
to celebrate the divine presence of Lord
Jagannath, Balabhadra, and Subhadra
with devotion, energy, and unity.

May Lord Jagannath bless your efforts
and continue to guide your noble work
in fostering cultural and spiritual
harmony.

With warm regards,
Niranjan Gadgil
President,

Tokyo Marathi Mandal
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Tokyo International Public School (TIPS): A Vision Rooted in Community,
Growing with Purpose

TIPS — Imagine, Explore, Discover and Learn
A place where children can Imagine and Explore their world, Discover new knowledge,
and Learn to realize their potential.

Nestled in the heart of Edogawa, Tokyo International Public School (TIPS) began its
inspiring journey in August 2023 with a simple yet powerful mission — to give back to
the community that has given us so much. What started as a dream to create a nurturing
educational space soon became a thriving school where every child is seen, heard, and
celebrated.

Montessori Roots for a Meaningful Start

TIPS Kindergarten was the first seed planted — a Montessori-based preschool built on
the belief that real education begins with the heart. In today’s fast-paced world, where
emotional intelligence and independence are often overlooked, the Montessori method
stands tall. It nurtures qualities that no traditional system can match — empathy,
independence, patience, focus, and a love for learning.

Children at TIPS enjoy a full Montessori work cycle, empowering them to explore at
their own pace through practical life exercises, sensorial development, early math and
language foundations, culture, social awareness, and expressive arts. Montessori truly
lays the foundation for lifelong learning — joyful, respectful, and deeply personal.

Elementary Expansion: A New Chapter

In April 2025, we proudly launched our Elementary School at NakaKasai,
offering Grades 1-5 under the Cambridge Primary Curriculum. After careful
research, we selected Cambridge for its balanced, inquiry-based, and globally
recognized framework — one that values knowledge, creativity, collaboration, and
skill-building equally.
Our students engage in a rich, holistic curriculum:
o
)

@ D

g, S

English, Math, Science, Social Studies Art, Craft, Music

- @
— -
—

ICT & Coding Yoga, PE
Library, ESL I Japanese & Hindi (Second Language Options)
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Education at TIPS goes beyond books — presentations, excursions, real-world
problem solving, and educational exploration are woven into every child’s learning
experience.

TIPS Feels Like Home

At the heart of TIPS is something truly special — a deep commitment to care. We
don’t just educate students, we raise confident, happy individuals with strong values and
curious minds. Our teachers and leadership team treat every child as their own, always
ready to listen and support — be it day or night.

Communication is quick, transparent, and heartfelt. We believe in walking hand-in-
hand with our families because education is a shared journey.

Looking Ahead with Purpose

TIPS was built with a dream — not just to teach, but to transform. As we grow, our
purpose remains strong:

To provide a joyful and meaningful education — where children Imagine, Explore,
Discover, and Learn to realize their true potential.

We are proud to be a school that reflects the very best of Montessori and Cambridge
values — compassion, curiosity, critical thinking, and community.

We invite you to be part of the TIPS family — where every child is nurtured,
challenged, and celebrated.

Tokyo International
Public School

Thank you and Best Regards,

Co-founder and Principal

Ruchika Gupta

Tokyo International Public School(TIPS)

KS Building 2F, 5-5-18, Nishi-Kasai, Edogawa-ku, Tokyo

Email: info@tipsnihon.com Phone no. : 03-6808-0929, 080-3217-6631

web: www.tipsnihon.com
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Y Ponchoban
Vojon Band

@ i" 0“.‘
% Tokyo Japan

Contact us _ : arnatic Veena Artist
Designed by Sadia

070-3965-4062 oss AT Email: BaluMasti@gmail.com
UYouTube: https:/wwwyoutube.com/@balu-mas

Ir.Balu Masti
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VEENA

Balu Masti

Carnatic Veena Artist

Balu is a performing Carnatic Veena artist who has been learning, playing and teaching Veena for many years.
Balu was a youth artist in All India Radio during his childhood. Music helped Balu earn recognition as one of
the “top students of the year” during his childhood.

Over the years, Balu has been performing Veena concerts regularly at several places in India and outside
India, incdluding the USA and Singapore. Balu has been playing regularly in prestigious sabhas and
organizations like Sri Krishna Gana Sabha, Chennai, Mudhra Fine Arts, Chennai, Kartik Fine Arts, Chennai,
Maarga, Chennai, Madhuradhwani {Arkay Convention Center), Chennai, Sree Ramaseva Mandali, Fort High
School, Bangalore, Sri Vani Kalakendra, Bangalore, Chennai Veena festival at Narada Gana Sabha, Chennai,
Vishesha Fine Arts, Bangalore, 5ri Raghavendra Swamy Mutt, Mantralayam, Nadabrahma Sangeetha Sabha,
Mysore, Ganabarathi, Mysore. Balu has been blessed to regularly perform Sangeetha seva in 5ri Kanchipuram
and Sri Sharada Pestham, Sringeri. Balu has performed Thiruvaiyaru during Thyagaraja Swamy's Aradhana.
Balu has also performed Sangeetha Seva at Sri Ram Lalla Mandir, Ayodhya. Balu has also played Veena
concerts and given lecture demos in several US dties, including renowned and prestigious organizations like
IFAASD San Diego, SRRT 5an Francisco Bay Area, Sri Adi Sankara Fine Arts, Bay Area, and Temple of Music,
Seattle. Balu has also performed in S5IFAS / Kannada Sangha, Singapore. Balu plays concerts regularky in
Chennai’s Margazhi season and the Ramanavami programs in Bangalore and Mysore. Balu has participated in
music festivals in Banaras and performed concerts and conducted interactive sessions with students at the
prestigious Banaras Hindu University. Balu was awarded 'Sri Mysore Doraiswamy lyenger Endowment Prize’
by Sri Krishna Gana Sabha, Chennai.

Balu is blessed to learn Veena from Vid. Dr. layanthi Kumaresh (www _jayanthikumaresh.com), India’s torch
bearer worldwide for Saraswathi Veena, the National Instrument of India. Dr. Jayanthi Kumaresh’s music has
inspired, shaped, and molded Balu's Veena playing for many years.

Balu learned Veena from the Late Vid. AV Prakash {a well-known Mysore-based guru who was a student of
Vid. N Ramani) for many years. Vid. AV Prakash groomed Balu from childhood and helped Balu understand
and appreciate the nuances of Carnatic Music.

Balu is an entreprensur and startup ecosystem builder. Balu works with top Universities, Accelerators, Vs
like UC Berkeley Skydeck, Al at Wharton, CMLU's Venture Bridge, 1IT-B eCell, NASSCOM, etc. Balu spent many
years in the USA pursuing advanced engineering education and a career in high technology in the wireless
semiconductor industry in California and India. Balu has a master's degree in computer science & engineering
from the USA. Balu is also a certified Yoga teacher, a pro-level photographer and digital media professional.

Contact Details:
India: +91-29800-42258 Email: Balu.Masti@gmail.com
UsA: +1-858-588-1097 YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/@ balu-mastif
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A MAR AMAR.CO.IP

ENTERPRISES COLTD

Driving Sustainability, Stitching Tomorrow, Exploring the World
Amar Enterprises. One Enterprise, Many Solutions - All Sustainable.

Reusc is Not Just an Option - It's a Responsibility

In a world increasingly focusad on sustainability, digital transformation, and ethicel business,
Amar Enterprises stands tall as a symbol of purpose-driven, multi-s=ctor innovation. Founded
and passionately led by Indian entreprensur Raj Kumar Sharma, the company has flourished
aver the past 17 years into a diversified powerhouse — spanning autormotive exports, aluminium
recycling, parment manufacturing, zlobal travel services, and [T solutions.

Across cvery vertical, one guiding principle remains constant:
feuse, reduce, and repenerate — for the planat and its people.

#% Automotive Division: Extending Lifecycles, Expanding Access

The journey began with used cars and auto parts. Today, Amar Enterprises is a zlobal name in
Japanese used car exports, spare parts, tires, wheels, and automative scrap. The company's
approach not anly offers customers cost-offective solutions, but also supports emvironmental
conservation.

Used Cars: Refurbished and exported to extend usability and reduce demand for new
manufacturing.

Spare Parts: Salvaged, tested, and resold — cutting industrial waste and consumer costs.,
Auto Scrap Recycling Metal recovery and reuse through eco-responsible practices.

This is sustainability on wheels — efficient, responsible, and impactful

Aluminium Scrap: Tuming Waste into Worth

Aluminium is one of the maost recyclable materials on Earth, and Amar Enterprises makes full
use of this potential. By reclaiming and processing sluminium scrap from vehicles and
industries, the company helps:

Save up to 95% of the energy required to produce new aluminium.
Reduce emissions and preserve natural resources.
Supply raw material for new praducts in automotive, construction, and manufecturing.

Every scrap counts — toward a cloaner tomarraw.

ERE|HTINIVE~=TS4X
AT HMGEIR ORI T ERE XY LA ISR Y AMAR ENTERPRISE CO., LTD,

RS 02579911 FAX 04810912 ¢
L-ms amangtaiy con BEAD OFFICE 1076-1. KOMIZO, OAZA TWATSUKLKU
SAITAMASHE, SAITAMAKEN, 319.0003, JAPAN
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AMAR AMAR.CO.JP

EXTERPRIZES COLYD

= Textiles with a Conscience: Vida Loca by Amar

With the launch of Vida Loca, Amar Enterprises has made a bold entry into the fashion and

teatile sector. The brand champions sustainable style and ethical production, appealing to
modem consurmers who care about what thay wear — and bow it's made.

¥ Eco-conscious fabric sourcing
¢ Waste-reducing production methods
¥ Fair labor and community support

Vida Loca is fashion that feels good — inside and out.
= ACCHA JEE Travels: Journey with Purpose

Through ACCHA JEE Travels, Amar Enterprises offers curated plobal travel expediences with a
strong emphasis on sustainability and cultural respect.

¢ Efficient, eco-friendly travel planning
¢ Partnerships with local businesses
¢ Accommeodation and activity choices that support the planct

Travelis a bridze between people and places — Amar ensures it's built responsibly.
I IT Solutions: Powering the Digital Future

In today's dizital world, Amar Enterprises is also ot the forefront of IT services and software
development. With a specialized team of developers and tech professionals, the company
delivers end-to-end digital solutions tallored to businesses across sectors

*  Website and App Development

Custom Software Solutions

E-commerce Platforms

Cloud, Hosting, and Maintenance Services
Digital Consulting & IT Infrastructure Support

NN NN

From code to cloud, Amar Enterprises builds intellipent systems that power prowth and
scelability — all while maintaining the same core values of transparency, efficiency, and
sustainability.

FRAEHTINIVE~TSA4X
EATHMORIRIOLITERE XTI R IHY) AVAR ENTERPRISE CO., LTD,

WS 030 TUE 391 FAX 04832
t-sest amaniaifty coos MEAD OFFICE 1076-1, KOMIZO, DAZA IWATSUKLKU
SAITAMA-SHI, SAITAMA-KEN, 339.0003, JAPAN
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AMAR AMAR.CO.JP

ENTERPRIGES COLTD

« A Legacy of Leadership and Responsibility

Al the helm of this multi-industry enterprise is Me. Raj Kurnar Sharma, a leader with a rare
combination of business foresizht, environmental awarensss, and ethical prounding. His betief
is simpla yet powerful:

“Every reused product, every ethical code line, every sustainable stitch — it oll adds up to
lasting value ™

% The Road Ahcad

With ventures rooted in rause, responsibility, and innovation, Amar Enterprises is not just
keeping pace with the modern world — it's helping shape it. Whether it's driving eco-friendly
axports, empowering conscious fashion, enabling sustainable travel, or transforming
businasses through tachnology, the company operstes with a green heart and a zlobal mindset.

Choose reuse. Choose innovation. Choose Amar Entarprises.

Because when we reuse and rethink, we don't just build business —
we build a better world.

BEREHTINIVE-TF4X
EATHMORIRrOLTe RS xR 0na S AMAR ENTERPRISE CO., LTD.

8BS 04073911 FAX 04002
L-riad amarcy iy com HEAD OFFICE 1076:1, KOMIZO, DAZA TWATSUKLKY
SAITAMASHI, SAITANA-KEN, 339.0003, JAPAN
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TOP Japanese

/ \ W-Oﬂd chain of Please send your INQuiry and consul tation
w |malaya infogambhir@gmail.com
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Please contact Himalaya Auto
when you needto purchasing;production
and sales of used cranes and used trucks.

Products & Services About us Contact us Privacy Policy

Please feel free to consult with us about Japanese auto mobiles & container vanning.

Himalaya auto was formed in the year 1998. We are experts
‘o in re-engineering of auto mobiles like car, trucks, crane
T dumps, etc.
Also we are experts in doing container vanning of car,
trucks & heavy machinery, etc.
The above business is done at our fabrication yard in Ibaraki
& Saitama.
We have our Himalaya's outlets in Africa, Philippines, India, Fiji Islands, Malaysia and

other countries.

Feature of Our Business

Himalaya Auto is expert in Re- Himalaya Auto is one of the leading Car Himalaya Auto has commenced boat
engineening of Heavy Vehicles such as Wrecking companies in Kanto region of manufacturing and maintenance

Trucks, Cranes, Dumps etc. Till now we Japan. We offer services of picking up operation. We cater 1o tourism and

have sold more than 50,000 trucks, We your old cars from your chosen location, pleasure boat segments. Our boats can be
have done business with most of the used for Resorts and Boat Clubs for
Pacific Countries such as Fiji, Phillipines, diving, fishing, Game Fishing and Sca
Solomon, Tonga etc. We also have done Camping. We have a wide range of boats
business with Gulf Countries for cach of the above uses,
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GOUR TRADINGHREBH BRI - ¥/ —J abh2009F(C
BRL, EHEORGEE VY IBRAOESN. PHENRES
EfT>o>TELET,

ESKEII3ERPRTOAY Y HBEMEPERERLHEL
EMALGRMHMECHEY, BEDERERS VT ILRELTK
EL<ELELL,

FULUT, RARFRZEROAFS "8 AN, »5 AN,
KEDD, BRATETRETSIHBAVPNBOBANLERERTE
Lk,

BER2005FCWMIZSNEVY A VILEERD., BRORT
LEENGCEREV Y JLHENBREZATED. 2EORE
REREMW3s0FAOEREFAEDEOREBET>TVWET,
55%0'8% - EBOBHA, 28%HFH - BENOFREBRADOEF
B, 16%D) T ERFLULUTHAR, RD1%HVENTEDHIUT
BBPENRTVWET,

HFEOHEOHERBAZERL . HtROS<{OETHEEAZATHL
FY, FLN—=VaD1 DML THBLEDICMZ,. BEDME
REORZPERNLBHEREVSHELS>TEAFFEDED
BERCBIBATEIEVWSATHHERCHAM@IBD. RELE
KBH>TEHET,

GOUR TRADINGHKHEBH IS
BEAMEFAUBRRRIC
AT8HET,

GOUR TRADING# R &

EXPERTISE IN

v AUTOMOBILE DISMANTLING
V/SELLING RECYCLED PARTS

V/BUYING AND SELLING
USEDCARS AND PARTS.

conscious responsible
business owner. His idea
s=====was to reduce waste and

igis the effective use
_ iewable resources.
A RADING Co., Ltd.

] 2s car dismantling
Tel/Fax:-0280-23-1298% busmess based on these two
Mobile:- +81 080-3714-0224 pillars: reducing garbage and
Mail:-gourtrading@gmail.com protecting the environment.
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always.
— Best wishes from

May Lord Jagannath's divine presence be with you
Our Sponsers

Ms & Mr Varsha Deshpande
Ms & Mr Shyamal Kar
Ms & Mr Chandran

Ms & Mr Nee

Ms & Mr Madhu Hebbar
Ms & Mr Bha

Ms & Mr Rangwani
Ms & Mr Pavan Kareedhi

i

Bhanda

ri

raj

/

nja Biswa

Ms & Mr Rama Rao

X
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For High-Income Earners!

Maximize Your Tax Savings
Through Real Estate
Investment

“My taxes are too “With rising prices, is saving
high...” alone really enough?”

“l want to invest without using too much of
my own funds.”

Real estate investment can help solve these
concerns!

Seminar - What You’'ll Learn

== Advantages and Risks of Real Estate
= Investment

Tax-saving strategies through
property investment

& Where to invest right now

Example:Employee, Annual Income: ¥8,000,000 —
Potential tax savings: ¥300,000/year

Customized simulations available
Mo time? Reach out via LINE for a

personal consultation! ‘.’ (=OLD
ey 7 FASTATE

el st G, (L.
Comiuitant: Hidekar Omc
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= INDIAN RESTAURANT

Nalaglalalt

If you have this flyer, pl show it to a staff member and you will receive 10% off your bill! !
BE#& /Store name AR/ Addreas W TEL T SN/ Store image

100-0074
RSB EEN—TAI—
HLo—F BRE  (sacom 3 54305830
SAMRAT Takanawa Fujinami Bullding 1F, 2-1 Takanawa

1-chome, Minato-ku, Tokyo

/ 107-0062
< BmEWE |[oerEsmu-TaS
' | HLT—F Minami BET /- 1R 03-3108-5656
SAMRAT Aoyama 1F Toei Apsrtmant, 1-3-8

Minaminoyama, Mnato-ku, Tokyo

b 2430436

MFIMBE RN CAR2-IVINA
1 GARDENS TERRACEZ11

+¥; ) xEtbs IE Kanngawa Prefectire, Ebina City, 086-204-0278

naturry ina Megumicho 2-1 VINA GARDENS

TERRAGE 211

. .
I
: B A2 P
- RIRAANT Y WMTWEE  |swi—s9-81 B i _:‘-vh *

Spice Heaven Shinjuku Shinjuku Park Tower B1, 3.7-1 Neshi- o
Shinjuku, Shinjulu-ku

¢ 1040083

TR ERE1-08

RRAHTT WEABE |y rowan e A

Spice Heaven Harumi 1-8-8 Harumi, Chuo-ku, Tokyo
Marumi Triton W-201

1350091

A 8181
3. 9 Far AW —T

hif—+ faﬁ.ﬂﬁ Sty 4o B 03-3599.6551

Khazana Daiba Decks Tokyo Beach Seaside Mall 55,

1-6-1 Daba. Minato-ku, Tokyo

2200012
AHIMMBREEEL L EH 50234

. 24—»XA2TT WRT ¥ +Wd B
h¥—+ J}ﬁttafb.l. \_IE 234 Minatomira), Nishi-ku, 045-682-2873
Khazana Miato Mirai |y K
[Queens Square Yokohama Atto 3rd
81

bi-_-lm1
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We pray Lord Jagannath to bless all the organizers
and devotees of Sri Ram mandir Trust Ibaraki and
Kasugai ( Greater Nagoya ) for their marvelous efforts
to arrange this second Rath Yatra in their respective
areas.

May this Rath yatra celebration continue throughout
Japan forever.

Munindra Panda

ART INTERNATIONAL

6-23-7 AOIl, ADACHI KU, TOKYO 121-0012

Tel: 03-3889-0111, 03 3889 0115, 090 1775 1200

Fax: 03-3889-0114

Mail: info@art-indo.com
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Date: 19 June 2025

Celebrating Unity and Culture through Rathyatra in Japan

|| JAI JAGANNATH | |

It is with immense pride and heartfelt joy that we, the Smiles Mobile Remittance family,
extend our warmest congratulations to the Shree Jagannath Society Japan for organizing the
grand Rathyatra celebrations in Nagoya and Ibaraki.

The Rathyatra is not merely a festival—it is a spiritual movement that brings people together,
ignites cultural pride, and spreads divine grace across borders. Witnessing the Indian
community in Japan come together with such devotion and unity is truly heartwarming and
admirable.

It is a pleasure to see how your tireless efforts continue to bridge distances, connect hearts,
and uphold the glorious tradition of Lord Jagannath with dignity and enthusiasm. Your work
does more than celebrate heritage—it builds harmony and inspires future generations to stay
rooted in our culture.

Smiles Mobile Remittance is proud to be associated with communities like yours, who
illuminate the values of togetherness, peace, and service, even thousands of miles away from
our homeland.

We wish you continued success in your celebrations and community endeavors. May Lord

Jagannath bless all with prosperity, wisdom, and happiness. Absol ute N o '
°
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With warm regards and deep appreciation,
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Bimala Khadka
Business Manager — India ppsolute No,y
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Q Mobile Remittance
Head Office:

Address: 1F Kioicho Park Building, 3-6 Kioi-cho, Chiyoda-ku, Tokyo, Japan 1020094
Tel +81-50-5305-6669
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